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There are a sort of men, whose Tiiagei 
Do cream and mantle like a standing poHd| 
With purpose to be dressed in an oplnioa 
t)r wisdom, gravity, profound conceit} 
— — - I d« Icnow of these. 
That therefore only are reputed wise. 
For saying nothing. 
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^ : UniKFokBd't) of 1}ie day wheti his' nephew^s 

baptism was to take place, Juliiisi in the 

. imcbt of the ceremony entered (he Sotner- 

. 'villes drawing^TOom.' The party assembled 

* 'Was Urge> aixd in addition to a number Off 
persons who were almost strangeri^ to him, 

I cbiisisted of Mr. Annesley, who was one of 
. ihe gbdfaxbersy Lady Isabella, Mrs* Ross 

* Sir Patrick Harley, and the clergyman^ who 
was reading the service. He stopped a 

' mdni^t irresolute at the door : but catch- 

.;ing the eye of Adela, who half smiled as 

-she looked up at him, he quietly advanced^ 

and posted himself next to her. 

When the minister closed the book, and 

* the infant Algemcm was to be conveyed 
: back to his nurse, placid and tranquil as 

vol. V. B 
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he had hitherto remained, his patience at 
last gave way, and he burst into a ^ud and 
vehement fit of crying* Adela flew to re- 
lease from so uneasy a charge his discon- 
certekUgoBttiQlbo-, tbthc^en fciid J|»r6Voked 
Alicia, and hastened with him towards the 
door. 

As she proceeded, ^tfoothing and endea* 
vouring to pacify such clamorous discon^ 
tent, she fondly bent over him,'exclaiming 

iiHvn little 'Algenitfa r 

^^ 'Ml, :1|9W nHieh'^WMegmteftil aaSoini 

though' tiot ¥eiy> mMMlilriyy«'vo»^t^st.i9e* 
Itindher. 

She hastilyrtunled ^her JbMd^ ^und' «t (the 

iMAieitfcrment that she tliseoviaBedfifi JUn 

Aanesiey the aiitli(Mr-of s\ky ipeedi, \At 

' nlet the eyes of b«r'biolher;iwrli9 stood ^dnc 

beside hfan, 'and by whom, riie couU^ hsve 

so doubt, it had been disftiilctly Dvittfaeard. 

FrtghtbHed at smch a |iotoibility,'sheiiicr* 

ried on, almost tempted^ after dnrimdniiig 

to his attendant -the ?w«acy -i>ad!iy, to a/void 

uppeariog^dgain. But uswiUilig to^owa-^ 

lion' enquiries aiid mcBsages,' she* icoA^uwsd 
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j:^^iislj lkej4aloof frpin.th?,^l(e^t nAic)^ 
be ^at i bt»t I^^y Ji^^la, .;WJ^o ;V«^ Wi* 
|>^tfter, ^Ilef^isg :to her fpiDC.qfi^aUpn, 
s>p ^ios x)bij^ to^ppf9J^h 5e|f.9rj-7^fid 
then, to her unspeakable surpri?e» tfax^^oj^i 

^ufAms be?»elf «o^tewpl^d jl^jb^ .^Hth 

^ltejJjBritMiear§,,^»d ^arpcly ,cojild. ^ j^ 

l>fi»«;^Qipg,fpu9<J tp t^bi^nfc h;j?a« 
Mr. AoRe3^y> .tJ;i,o,u|^,,^e ^{jqJke to jtier 

np piprp.,vi ,?p, si^qificaptA fflia|jfl/er» }>0iv:«??4 
pear >er, ,apd cpjiver^^d m^h hardly nqy 
bpdy else the whole, eyening. ..SJli^ Ij^tep^ 
to him with pleasure, lyut i|pt in cpoiplji^gjt 
to his powers of entertainment : on the ooo- 
tr^ry, his anipjatipn^^v^s^^^t tjbie . present 
mpnieiit, almost tpo ^ much for , l^er* But 
with his sights the recpllectiou of Lprd £a* 
nerdale ^iiras so strongly united, tl^^it^ inde- 
pendent of .*Fiy. thing he uttered,, the very 
sound of ^Is voice was grateful to Jiier. In: 

b2^ 
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deed, she often scarcely knew what he said, 
or was capable of giving to him either an 
apt or collected answer. Yet be still pcF- 
severed in addressing her; and it sometimes 
seemed as if, actuated by the same spirit, he 
found as much satisfaction in talking to ber 
for the sake of his friend, as she had in Hs- 
tening to him. - 

Sir Patrick Harley, who, for several 
weeks, had seen of her infinitely less than 
' previous to Mr. Somerville's confinement, 
was charmed to regain his former privilege 
of bestowing upon her the deliberate ho- 
mage of his ^ lack-lustre eyes/ She appear- 
ed to him, viewed again in the circle of her 
family, with almost every charm of entire 
Dovelty ; and so beautiful did he think her, 
so Superior to every woman he had beheld 
during her retreat, that her presence gave 
even to AtV ponderous heart, an elastic spring 
it had rarely experienced^ and rendered 
him as utterly regardless of every other fe- 
male in the room, as if secure of Adela*s 
most tender partiality. 

Nothing could be less in consonance 
than such a circumstance with the wishes 
of the speculating, but shallow Alicia. The 



TBAITS OF NATURE. 5 

unwearied pains she h^d taken to attract 
towards lierself the favour of Sir Patrick, 
merited in her estimatioD^ a more grateful 
and courteous return. She had yet to learn* 
that though flattery from an indifferent per- 
son, in the abse^nce of a dearer object, may 
enforce complacencyj and bribe attention^ 
it stands np chance of maintaining its ground 
when vanity becomes a secondary passion, 
and the feelings of the heart are agaiurcalled 
into action by the presence of its selected 
favorite* Sir Patrick tras too assailable on 
the score of conceit to distrru^t the sincerity 
of Mrs. Erington's deqionstrations of re- 
ipiid : ti^ betpg « l^nrye^t .admirer of beaup* 
ty^ her cmlittes wiere iir from being unac* 
ceptible ^o him« She appeared in his own 
^es^ Mbd vat acknowledged by ipany co^ 
temporftiy judgips of female loveUnev^ to 
1^ eveaiBQiedi2;ElifigIy haqdsorae thiii bet 
uinior Jisier. Yet Adela> whether from the 
circaniibinoe,,of exhibiting herself less fre* 
^uentljT, or Irom pofsessing superior powers 
to letain tliose whom- ahe bad once capti- 
vated, was universally pronounced the niost 
attracfivCj and never failed in society td 
•ecune the largest majority of favoiers. Sir 



Tutntsk li^aivirf peohe to' be'swljerftiy 

iUr tm »1sYerf WiVe' togdliel-; wks alWa^*' 
3^91* dfevtotedty' Ac- slaV6 of A'dtta thah' of 
tWflew'dtiafesl^ing AITcFi thifete .tfo!^ 
««iife apiirt, ana he BefitM* lif r*. firiilg- 
tea JttHi^tf^sfeioti with tlie! /<i»^A niifJii 
4rfl!**<fe|^; sliti atiquiVeSf adtgrrtfe of con- 
s£qiien6e m fi!s estimate t!h4t i^ndei'^df 
&^r fhb alihosf niiiiVal^d otgec't of hi^ a^ 
iidirfty. 

" ^y do tl\6i^ rfitii 6rt>i/ sM HJfi. 
jlnnesie^, ^irfttfiri^' a! (Jiilc'k, bdt sMl% 
gUnth towards tif6 Bdrtfniiti a'i'd'' thieif arf- 
^es^ii^ Adela, "" s6ioh^ Mi^ hdrrd^iAg 
Siif from s^e^fk io' ihWi'fV<^ their' ibbtet'S- 
^^ioii N-io tM' e^padxetd ihfi^ * iriuStf 
c&ne ii last,' f6r ^fia-i catoi iok <fb ^th'hfe 
AiiriB a^oratiott ? Hoife^eveV #'<Jlt ittdinerf 
you liiiy fci6 to: re^aYid i^ cUStOtt, t^'fkniif6 
cujitoiii, forbid* yoM* ifispfehsiilg with thfe 
Bttle haekney^d cdremotiy bf a St5ecid<5 d^- 
^aratiod : to ikai^his thii SridiAe, he liiu'st 
idd tdordi ihHt UUy bfeftf^^ yo\i cati^ ^f^lth 
any propr'riety, asstufdhlm of you^ pliy.** 

«' tli6r6 aref^vf thirigi, t dm |)tt'sUadfea," 
giiid A<f<iW^ *' "«frfii6h h6 ^outd dtid^in more 



b««ri^, tlifiitK Jto i aamiSaaite ^i I^<^: fionti t 
one, whom, (whilst he fancier JnavclflMridii . 
ing in sus(Mij|tft)'iba domlHilfllBiragafldfti^ aa 
o^Mtiof Mcfe infinite Oi^mpcsmBi . Be* 

sidje^>lniiist.stt.weUi(gtiM4cil ^ ^atentatioaL 
fMnntiwiap^dficlHStafitiaiJIr t^UMiMitg^t'tlMv 
18 so inaccessible to the aMttc}c9i«f^gmvinRi 
a wwuv ^QtlwQtDMblutiQfti^^l^lqriQf bis. 

gmt^ ,aiD<aot<oqM^% MfDi«ls.•v£l«n^,Jto|r:r'oj& 
th(rfeelingS£lle&.t^«i)A*%i^r ^'fttiitii^fmiphi 
rience." "-' •■•..•,.> (•,.;• k.. 

'^> WHU tibtfv i|iii;MiiMtt».9Mttfe at;tH^«te 
tookniv tM iiiMiiMcfcoa«i<aMriiMt ^i^vecii 
foB ftt oaftMnlilfe flco t^r 4> UtllAi es^rifRMMft 

a8ebrt«ii4 j^Btibd <lp««ll^9fi.tte|>4iiiui}g^ 
\ia tft\lMMi nsuiht «fi Miibtalo rcmNiiiiiitg^ bft 
in*^bt. be Mntiinto idM»«orb|(.t)« c«i an^iniMk 

" lam incUMf fP tmffll^ti^m^iAM^i 

by such a process, wahMi eSfti^i ^Hfjl' piWf px 
tibje eilange.r . .., ': _ .,, /;■..; ■.., •. ■< • 

Be^BM (^ jrvtjsdis^riHidti. J4U1M. <)mm 
AoMtito a KouAQ.vmd«wa and said. VHeib 
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mtkch longer do the SomerviHes pttrpose to 
rentitin in town?-' 

^ About ten days or a.fortjDigfat/ 
• y^ I ha/7e the pleasure then; to tell you^ 
that no s6rt of opposition will beimade to 

your cqiitinuing with them tiU> thelasl/ mo-^^ 
nmt4>f their stajr.^ : 

>' Tha,nk yon; dear Julius, for this agree* 
Ale niteUigence ; and thank ymi for liaving 
so 'kifidly tittdertaken to. be; my spokesman 
with ttiy Ikther. How did he listen to my 
humble message?" 

^Oh; patiently enough ! AncI I do not 
seeT^i^ wellhow he could do* otherwise. 
Be' may veBt >assuted^ that he^ has^ nb other 
ciilld who would haVe senti^m its conn* 
terpart 1— But,' Adela-^I have heard a de- 
testable report of Lady Rosalvan's having 
contracted some mean and disgraceful 
marriage! Do you know any thing of it? 
is the hateful history true?'' 

Adela sighed deeply^ and reluctlantly a(> 
koowledged that it was. 

*^ And how did you first obtain the in-^ 
ibrmation? Who is the wretch she has 
dhostn ? Tell me all you know upon the' 
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subject ; t hope you have never heard it 
alluded to, except within these walls!" 

^' Ahy my dear Julius, you must dismiss 
.thatht)per' 

She then, seeing him all impatience for 
a fuller explanation, communicated to him 
without reset ve^ the dialogue which she 
had overheard at Lady Wilbrook*s concert, 
and the every-way mortifying reflections 
which the persevering imprudence of her 
mother, encouraged the illil^nil to cast 
upon her own birth, 

" I have never," continued she, *• V6n» 
tured into any large party since the night 
of the concert; nor, to say the truth, 
shall I feel either disposition or courage, 
speedily, to expose myself again to thp 
chance of hearing such assertions. — Oh, 
Julius, how must my father's total disre- 
gard of me, that cruel evening, have as- 
sisted in confirming these injurious doubts !'* 

Julius, enraged by this account of the 
calumnies in circulation respecting her, "^ 
made the most minute enquiries into every 
particular of the conversation which hacb 
so much shocked her-— murmured a thou- 
sand impiecations between his teeth ; and 
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when he had gathered from h<!r ttie ut- 
most her memory would furniiftii dirly say- 
ing— 

" It is fit my father should heatr of this 1**^ 

he abruptly quitted her, and left the 
house. 

The following morning, Adela refifect- 
jng that her stay in London would now be 
very short, and anxious before she TV^ent, 
io obtain an interview with Mr. and Mrs,* 
Hampden, wrote to the latter^ entreating 
her to appoint a time for the meeting. 
The succeeding evening was n^med ; and 
Borrowing her sister's carriage I[f6'r she no 
longer dared venture to the house unat- 
lendecl^ she .was punctual td the hoUf 
ef assignation. 

WilDam, reading at awmdo^, Was alone 
in the room into which she Had bfeen -cbn- 
"ducted The sickly hiie of his coYnplex- 
iba remaihetlt unaltered ;. bMt he loolced. 
itaope chearfeil, and feceiv^ed.het with ease 
4&d evident pleasure.. 

Her first enquiries- being 6Ver, Adela ffir 
Ibrmed hi'ra^ that she expected Shortly ta 
iie-vii^ii Devonshire^ and. eti treated that ^Ife- 
%duiil givelaeE iaiithomy td tHij^loy her tar 
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leiito ef med'vition bet^ween him and hir 

'* TeB me but why, my dear WIMiam/^ 
added she, ^<you have SdcriieNy ab$taiit«d 
from giving them^aivy^ibt^Higeilc^ afy^^M^ 
self? Tell liie only, how soo& ImeayaA^ 
Hounee to t^era a probability of iotingr 
yotk, and it will be the joy of tfff heart 
to prepare them feP your arri val^ aad to 
smooth all the^iflleulttes of y^\ut An^ 

~ *' It was for tbft pus^pasb,?' cai^ifid ke^ 
^' of leaving «s to thi^ fiee dismission /of 
fhfs a^Sur, that tQfy considerate Annabsl 
retired on your apptpach. lAsA Sjinerj 
4tAt teHs me, that you are mosftgenearofnaljl' 
tmHoii^ on It fiu4>JMt whiah the goo^siem 
ef your oMTn h^H «foM ci|n 'Semkr iat 
ieresljfiig to yo«;^ ondi t will confess^ Iflia^ 
he exhorted me to hear you w1tIrJlio^(^r 
dtfterminatidu te roiaaiii ^ini^fiaenclui by 
your advice. Itke^sfliduotto^tfoal, inAsim^ 
Me leonduet toMPards^us of thatsacMn^asiT 
file ffieiD^ 1kri«hr tiie fcospfcdi^ Itowejrer 
dl^tattt, tyf Mc«Drel}ng iuBOii^ m&air^itW 
resume my mifitey kkvifs, >haw mStanfiA 
ttm pti$t of tf^ 4iiwtyrtM«HuiiflSAted. in^F 
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^>irits^ and inadenie willing^ at length, to 
let my family become acquainted with the 
iituation in which I stapd. My return to 
England is no secret to them; but they 
are equally ignorant of my iQarriage, aB4 
of my iUaess^ Tell them, dear Ij^iss Cle- 
veland, that when consenting to receive a 
fetuming prodigal, they must open their 
hearts also to admit and cherish his lov^d 
partner;-— paint to them her angelic con* 
duct throughout the hard period of mj[ 
tufferirgs ; teli them» her c^sinterested af- 
fection can never, by those who love me^ 
be sufficiently repaid: say, that though qow^ 
condemned to penury and sorrow, she wa« 
bom in affluence, and till she knev^ me* 
never experienced an hour's, affliction | Ye^ 
bow heroically has she borne it 1 Hqw s^* 
|>erior to aU calamity has her attachmeni 
made her!" 

'^^ All this,'* jaid Adela, touclied by hifl^ 
grateful affection, ''I will, with delight 
recapitulate. But forgive me, William, 
if I venture to ask, whether your sweet 
wife has made no effort tp softeii the ro» 
geibtment of ber own father." . . 
\*f Sb«:biw wriUen twice to Ytfx mter^iiv* 
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]awV' answered he, " there has been hq 
time yet for the arrival of an answer to the 
second of these letters: but the first has 
been replied to with vague and unmeaning 
expre^ions of kindness^ which gave us 
irery little hope of a favourable issue to 
the negociatton." 

^ '^ Why ^^^ ^^^ ^^y hazard a direct ad* 
dress to her father himself?^' 
, ^* It is long," answered William, ^* since 
her father has thought himself in a capa^ 
tcity to read or write any let^ters whatever. 
.He is a confirmed v^etudinarian, or rather 
hypochondriac, subject to dreadful fits of 
depression, and apt, continually, to enter* 
^tain the gloomiest fears of impendiog dis* 
solMtion. He gives up to his son's widow 
the entire management of his house^ and 
•the regulation of every affair connected 

either with his estate or family/' 

^' Is this widow sincerely friendly to 

your wife?'* 

" We have no means of ascertaining. 
Annabel is unsuspicious, and prone to be- 
lieve all the world, like herself, disinterested 
and guileless. I have no perspnal acquaint* 
ance.with Mrs, Forester; but a variety of 
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itiinute aftd altnoi^t indescribabfe intlkft«^ 
tlons, U^d me to conjectate, tliatshb is ca*» 
jpable of much sefishncsfs and duplicity." 

*' Hopeless, indeed, rn th4t case is your 
Vife's application. But has Hm unfottu^ 
iiaie parent of hers, no friend, or tried and 
confidential domestic near him, through 
whdse interference ah ippea! tnrght be im* 
mediately made to himseir?*' * * ^ 

^' His oldest friend, in^y deal* Miss CfeVe- 
knd, you M^iH bfe feutpris«;)3 ^6 hear, is yo* 
fether. Sit Thotoks Fotester, thongh no^ 
such a ftduse, and fancying hittiself iii so 
i)tetarrous and desrpeitate a st^t<e, is nol 
many ytaA the senior of Mr, Clcveteft^, 
and was his cotemporary feoth nt fichdol,. 
and at thie wtivemity. Sofn^ tiine tig^,. 
Ihey stil! rorresp<>nded ; whether the «»- 
treasing dcbitity of Sir Trtioftra^kas #h«% 
Cicca&ionecl t(ie lMscotrtlnttatlc^oflf*hatppa«f• 
tice, I cannot say i but ta your father, I 
have oft;pn heard my wife assert, thepoofi 
cTcgected Baronet Is. more warmly dt'tachedF 
^han to any other individual slill l^olding^ 
an intercourse with the world* '^ 

" AlasJ WiUi^,*' exd&ned the morti- 
fied Adela^ **^ho!V«r grievous Esll^ that, With 
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*U my earnesft solieitudt W ^ive youi I 
slibuld yet be powWlfes* (inhere my father 
is cdhcerhed) to make mysetf of the small- 
est use to you. I have hone of the usual 
privileges of a child who has never Mrik 
fdlly offfended I I do not livie iihder tlic 
paternal roof; I never conVerst With tty 
ikther, and only onc6 fcibce I ctmt tt) L6fr-* 
dbtl, have I eten by axtci&ent ^und ihystlf 
in the sahie tobin with hirii f— '-Williaih'— yott 
Ihitik ybur oWn a situation of peculiar ad- 
Vchity; and Such assut'edly itw, as fki 
as iielateis to the injury of yout health t 
liut there ate afflkrtioni^ purely mental^ 
which it requires nearly As much JFortitlidift 
^ bear ii^ agaii^ ai aiiy which have as*- 
Sftiledydu/^ \ 

• ^ I neVier vm ohe of those^,^ x:ined youh^ 
fiaimpden^ " S»hd could tteri^ ^ify toAsd- 
fettdn iVom Wrb^rinjg: ho# ttiany '6ihet§^ 
'khilte are in the wbfM i!s 4nis«raWt a^ thjti^ 
seTfl You havfe th^i^dfoi'e held dut t6 trf*j 
kiy desir Adela, the most imavailing; 6f afl 
possible motives of resignation. To'haH^ 
IketLxd that you w^e as happy tte you deserve^ 
Irould very sinclElr^ Ikivc ufejoiiJed itoe-«-t6^ 
%nd t:hAt you ztt; ^ teatrkryi cacn idtifjfc 
to my diicWilteht!'' 
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:^ Adda, thanking him for these friendly 
sentiments, then eni|ttired, hov soon he 
fmrposed, ?^ had been agreed^ to remove 
firom his present lodgings t^. the house of 
Lord Ennerdale. 

*/ I never seriously/' answered he, ^'en- 
tertained such a, design. The splendid 
town residence of a nobleman at this gay 
season of the year^ can be no suitable 
abode, in our present circumstances, either 
for Annabel or myself; I hope, without 
giving Lord Ennerdale offence, to induce 
him to desist from the pipposal ; since, how-' 
ever benevolently meant, it is irksome to 
us both to think of "^ 

** He is too sincerely your friend,** cried 
Adela, ^^ to press upon you any scheme 
which he sees you reluctant to comply with. 
Yet, I am persuaded he will be greatly 
disappointed at your failure, and I must 
still hope, that you may at last be induced 
to alter your determination. The change 
of scene and of society, would do you 
good.'' 

The appearance of Mrs. Hampden^ who 

now gently opened the door, and asked, 

with some hesitation, whether ' she might 

ome in, put an end to the conference be- 
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tween her husband and Adelay and intro- 
duc^d more lively and general conversa- 
tion, , , ,. . . 

.,.Tlip, rfat-of -the J evening j a pleasantcj 
one.thani in her p^esept frame 9f mind, 
Adql^ had any hopp of passLo^^fled rapidly. . 
Mn|, Hampden, with a simplicity and art- 
lessness x)f character, perfectly unaffected^ 
and,; extremely engaging, was gay and 
ofigiii^L Her education had by no.meaqs. 
iKien neglected ; she had quick parts — av 
playful imagination^ and a natural softness 
cf manners, and wish of obliging^ that, 
rendered l^er, in every respect, a companion; 
the most delightful. In beholding th$ uu"- 
obtrusive, but boundless affection she che- 
rished for her husband^ Adf^la learnt to 
make allowance fpr the rashness, which, 
had appeared to her almost inexcusable, of. 
their clandestine union; and felt glad to 
encourage iii herself 2^ disposition to consi- 
der the ibndness that had caused it^ as a 

palliation of its imprudence* 
At eleven o'clock, when Mrs. Somer- 

ville*s carriage called for her, she took a 

reluctant leave,' and found no' difficulty in 

promising to spend with them another ^Veu*^ 

ing before she quitted town. 



1!^ TttArtar' or- w-rftrtt; 

yifitich, foitamittfy for htr; way opto; anrf" 

at which stood one of Mr. SomerviHIeV 

, ' ■ •• • 

fbtstmn; sht Amiid statioiitd^ aar iron- pur* 
pose to'^eerBerpassv tHe 'presimittig'/ an d^,' 
9S- sh)i' h^ff ]«asati tO' %i^iei)te; irindfefiiVe 
l^dfrk Sitr ftowed ar yfie glKMkF ^wifeff 
by; ^cnd woiiM havei iqpoitein But^sRr unr^ 
in the* earilage e»ehe cmXA* attftnfBtte- a^ 
8ffigl!e'8ent6tice;'aiid^ awMiug^ to Ibiofeat^ 
iRm^ i^tki dbireti, in a tttice oP Bute ancP 
ttBpldktIdtf, t«r'be drtvtn: ttonw w?eh aM 
]RTissibNr speed. TUe 6r<lir was obeyed 
^Oid' sTie sSMT tla mawof'htr arrogatrt-tor^ 
jiie6for. 

Mrs. $6mmMe, tin hearing^- Amite's ac* 
couiir 6f lli6if' visit; and^ of the^ obricms^ 
ii&endfOent of young- Hamp&n; said she 
tW)aId catt upon hit wH& tfifrne^t* moming-t 
in& a^ed her htisttand'^ peransstfon to ki*' 
viiethert), in both thtei^ natneSi tohjfttmer. 
t'hiS Waar not a request the hospitaMe So- 
inerville was. likeFy to oppos*, istitd Adctej. 
when her sister returned trom Dorset- 
Street, had the pleasure bi' hearing, that 
the Hampdenshad consented to spend with 
them the fbllowing |3ay. 



Tttmn^ or" vj/mrkwi' v^ 
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transacting, Julius, the adventurbtM'Jtilitt)i>. 
w^j, oA his p'Ait, engaged id sia ebtef j^rize^ 

Midh it'tk-tiSiiri^sAiiA&'MYepiSity; ind:^^ 
hfe' ithd^rii infiatHitii, tb give btm spirftr 
eVfetf td'delfb<;M(e tfpott. 

^ICfi/^ day^suWeii^aent to' hTtf last mt^r^ 
vUifr \Ht^ Ad'eli, abVuptly ehtle^ing' tile" 
room in which she was sitfiifg ^ith her 
tWd sisters, tie apprtiadh^d htt with at look 
cf tiiultiph<hi£' joy that' >fra'd>ated his 
#Iiiote e'oQdtetf^'ni'ce, dtid S^iiing h«r haiid;^ 
exclaimed^ almost bf^atnlesi^'^ 

**' J^ gbbd afld dfeit Adfeli— my^ fon'g- 
h'driished si^tei', i aM s^fit to tdl y6ti, that 
h^iicefbrth, diy f4thejf*s house h to be you^ 

A £ry ef^ tiiingted' gtatitijdb, astoifisb<> 
riietit, arid transport, Imfisft from hdr hearty 
aild* throwifr^ herself, bathed in teitsi 
into iiei br6tfhei^st a^ttls,. ihe TtH&d only voice 



:^^ Ob, Juliufi— -dear, dear Julius ! This, 
I can have no doubt is your generous 
deed !'* 

** No matter," cried he, " whose deed it 
is'j The fact is most certain, and from 
the bottom of my- heart, I give you and 
myself joy T 

Mrs. Somerville and Alicia now ap- 
proached, . to join their felicitations to his : 
and Adeja, fluttejed^ trembling, yet in an 
ecstasy of deligfit, embraced them both 
with the warmest affection. Then, return- 
ing to her brother, and resting her hand 
li^ hin «^Meir~ , , 

.. ** Hy l(iod 9ad l)e)0v<ed Jt^im/* mI4 sbe^ 
ff^-ff tt^ 40^ tnUmtf, " w'M f«m j;tve.flae 
li^ <Sf»MBtr gatj»fe(F|»H^hwwiis; how all 
djlbm iMovght ahottt ?" 

. *^ Well — sit dowQj and I wilt tell you as 
much of the matter as I cut recoUect. 
Xhe iniamous a^srsioM thrown upon your 
Inrth'at that memorable cpncert you attend- 
cdi «ent Qie hone, after hearing yon detail 
tliemrmiipmxj^m of nigtdiat kept me 
waiui^ oearly ^e whole nighti Fully de* 
termined not to spare my father the amplest 
Mbtion of these respectable rumourS| I 
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waited for nothing with so mtich inipa* 
tience as an opportunity of executing my 
purpose. We breakfasted Me-^^l-Z^e^ the 
next mdmiDg, and I availed knyselfi (too 
much agitated for embarrasameok or hesita* 
tiooy) of a mmnenfr that seemed so favoura- 
ble for the disclosure. I represented to him, 
in as forcible language as I could use, the 
unmerited disgrace such reports .were cas^ 
ing upon you ; I reminded him of what had 
fallen from his own lips kdkt seeing you at 
Lady Wilbrooke's-^tfcat' ^ is^ ef hH stiMrise 
on perceiving your strong likeness tb tlic 
whole Cleveland family j I said, my* heart 
assured me, that you were linqtiestionably 
the daughter of both my pai^ents^ my sister^ 
in the truest and most po^tive sense of the 
word ; and I urgently, and even vehemently 
supplicated him, to let you appear as sti^n 
to the world, to open to you his house^ 
and to afford you, from that' moment, the 
protection of a father.'^ 

Adela, who was seated beside him, hold- 
ing one of his hands, now pressed it with 
grateful affection to her heart ; and Julius, 
smiling at this mute a;ckno\vledgmeiit, thus 
concluded his narrative :— ^ - 



'Wy e*ger r^ii^onstr|i^c&:tibfat <fey: ppt.tp 
rliave incurred, a ,foy»^l piplnlyitioti of ttlxc 

.to it,, (m all «adj8v»jy BirpmMiBg;Q0Qa«i(W 
.Iinpeft»nt oJip<Jtipns. JO .jpy pTQpQpUkjB, 

finy.^theaf qoyld «4dMef>.9ff»(e j-rrtrivial (^ijfls 

J ditUw^y.lbty thp i«!*#i*ftWe for<rp..of <5?»?p- 

lle«3 impp^mipitjr. The :lia|^iw5e<ihB9g rip 

■^9fteii«e.$oqEie;^fme^l>ttt,jll))s ;^i\oi^yig, j^ 

,fiC9J«,«oti:tf iv^g flHs,|4iiatt^9lt9a(^ j|cr;iy^fs 
4fiicHeid;thc bqim ; hf.p^«woui3w5^,<imcl;f^- 

^t off tO4«fllHliBt^0U..wit^^;B5y,.«|WC<5<;*8.'' 

Act of brotheiiy,fri«p4sb^p .4° lycF^.crl^d 
jytrs. .5pii;i«rville, " tlwt. it. might t^d^sjja 
^f t^ errors of. the io)5ge8tiJ»f|B !" 

.J pi^cf iye," uaid ,J|ih,i^8, >v\ghiiJg, t]?at 

;yQu thioH*^ f(fw,.Wcl>tg9o4^f!!^& to set 
against the ample store of f9J4ts.apd, tollies 
ti^hypu .wflijijw fusiaaate.I ?^d,?h?f^ed 
with,-,migbt.pot, b^^ alt9ge1iier,.m?re wQjrJM 
of ^HP^erog^tiop !" 

*i 1 think," res\UQe.d .she, ,kipdly, *• th?it 
with some hums^. jmperft^ctipps, npt ^yet 
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-wf&cknUy, disciplined . hy .time, ,.y qu have 
the best.lxeart.that ever heat in.". • 

"In the bosom of a.if poiltand only son f* ' 
aiUcrmpted^ey "Hey, niy^dear Elinor, was 
f»ot'tbat whajty^^n me^t ? WeU^.well, ,i^ 
all very true; I know as perfectly as you 
^m teil mfif that (am* a lash^ petulant, 
%l)0^|rQi|g ^ffUow.; l^t .X hav« uq tiooi^ 
^jn&t -BOWi' to a|©pily«e thp eiause^ of . fclwe d«- . 
f£sets ;rto.asMi:taiD^betberfth^«nf p]:o«e6d 
,fito9i.4lierAparetty of hirdi%twqgpsJivmy 4wi^- 
aery, or fi90i).th6.#Mp«ii;abundMceA^^ 

NOfiitfras ^h^acpf^aUe4>rii|.i^4inl^c]s^^ 
cjM^itioa. ;I4a»v)^iaiU(tWil^MiMS6<iipQu qi^y 

-hands a:fewii9aii«stoiitvjtaw<%;ia<id4aqs|; now 
be off; but you shall see me again vMq|)y 
fl«d th^^j^ouf^nAj ]^iunr,/«ul^f UJ»iie at 

^ ^ Apd iSoai^iBg^ jbe was basteW9ga;i^§y r; 
but Mrs. SoiMFvilk^st9)i|^4rh?m'tO;ei^quiie 
whether Ad^la'waul€libQeKpfecM^<>'^i|V>ve 
«to Jie^fbrdTatrcat bcf^ec^iAifri^nd^ Mr^^rSo* 
morviUe. Uit tp^w^n ^ 

^^.;Byna«ieafl99» Alt^he^haa to.dp, iavto 
JM>ldtherself :in jieaduiesSy.a8:iooa a* ypu^de- 



/ 
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part, to accompany my father and me into 
^ Wiltshire, or wherdver else we may set up 
our summer quarters." • ' • * 

*' Is there any probability theni ithat the 
usual journey into Wiltshire will be omitted 
this year? : ^-* ^^^^'.-^ . . •..) >... 

" You ask to6- lAany questions at a tiihi^, 

dear Nell, '^ answered hcfif brother/ itmtling 

'mysteriously;—^* I can tell you nothing 

of the matter till we meet again .~-Sb^ good 

inorhing ;— I could not stay another in- 

staiit to save' any of your IrvtfsP^ * •'. - 

' He then dashed out of the rootn/ spraiig 

iipon the horse that waited for hiiA in the 

street, and galtopped but of sight in a mo* 

ment, 

^ Mrs. SomervWle,' amidst all thfe joy which 

this sudden turn in the affairs' of Ad^bi 

gave her, could not suppress a sigh as she 

^reflected upon the accumulation of diffidul* 

ties it Would bii'ingupoYi Lord £nnerdale« • 

If, ^i he had stated, Adellsi was so scru- 

^pulous ih obedience td the mandates of k 

father who had denied her'^ll countenance, 

how would she now, that her gratitude 

'would.be lawakened' by the obligations he 
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Wi& conferring, increase ia solicitude to 
comply With, every wish he could form ?-— 
Even: '.the: EarUs hope of inducing her to 
correspond with him, might be frustrated 
by what^ was passing ;— and in that case, 
what means would he possess of counteract- 
ing such obstacles as a lengthened absence, 
an^. enforced silence, and. a too-timid con* 

science ? 

. All these apprehensions Mrs. Somerville 

■ 

communicated to .Lord Ennerdale in writ-* 
ing, ; and. suppl icated to know, in what man* 
ner she could henceford serve his cause i 

He answered' her by an earnest request 
that she would, the next day, indulge him 
with an interview at Lady Isabella Aanes* 
ley's. 

' Tlieir meeting was melancholy, though 
mbst friendly. Lord Ennerdale expressed 
the acutest anxiety as to the result of the 
nelv measures on which Mr. Cleveland had 
decided. He spoke of the jnterference of 
Julius with involuntary distrust of thenio« 
tives by which it was dictated ; yet^ upon 
the whole, seemed generously pleased at the 
long-delayed kindness which Adela ws(s 

VOL. v. c 
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toekpenencefrtm th« IKalte 
hxbiiy. H^jperscVrtsed m his ^avowfedfte-* 

iettt fo a ipriVdtb uniofl'i ^tft ttld ■M\ni 'S^ 
merviHe, that He should vyt^etanfAiMX^ s^ 
»tam.6««iii^ritifig, till the tm'tttvitt<K 
her siMierts delight at the -rttetitiiig dwport^ 
tion shewh by Mr. Cie*etoftd'h4d Btobside^fti 
He begged that when he <fe*rf hazard ailetteiv 
it inigbt, for^ater seca*ity froftitttd^cfep- 
tten, go ift'cfosedJi* b«e¥r5n»'hfe*i«>fi^r,*t 
least, be directed in her hafld }-!-^tfd/ in 
cofccloBion, lie 5npp*icitted that =8he utroflcW 
idlow « cc^y to he tiaken 6f a pictirtfe of 
Adeia-which Mrs. Somettille had lately ia- 
dvced her tb sit for. 

She told him that it was now undergoing 
some Alteration, but wittingly pfortised to 
call upon the artist, and give the order he 
required^ without delay. 
: They then parted, eqnalfy perplexed as 
to the future, though tnutmafly pletoed at 

having met. 

When Julius next appeited in Cumber- 
land-place, he announced, with greater sa- 
tis&ction than tJie circuniWancc seemed to 
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deniahd/ t!Re 'success of His cndeavdufs ti 
itlter fan father's pnrpose reis(pectl% 3)b 
jonmey mto WillShirc :— 

'^ I have prevailed on hiin,'* cried h'^ 
^* to lit %e fcngage, for theiieifct t^o iir 
three months^ a small villa on the bahlc^ 6i 
the Thames, not fafrYrdmRtchmcfhd. H^e 
shkll take pbi^iession of it early in ihe cbtiiM 
of next tireek ; iind thidier,'' addediiCi hib- 
bing his ha;nds Ivith infinite glee, ^^ thither, 
Adela, you must be ^replCf dd to follow w 

ftccompanyus^^' 

To Adela, prtfVided ^he wks tinder t}ie 
skme'rbdf iiirith her f^tHer, kH plkc'es whte 
alike, and the only an^WJdr she'Atidde to t)i2fc 
informaitioti was, tW ^Ichmo'nd, bdi)]^, 
as she had always heard, thti'mbs^ Heaufiifal 
villk^e riear London, slie should bedeli^fa[t<* 
cd to visit it 

Mrs. Somcrville and Alicia were lilafc 
awake to conjecture and iBurpiise* l^ey 
^!»ked their hrother a multitude of qi^estfons 
touching his sudden prepossessioti in favour 
of a spot which they had never lieard him* 
speak of before with the smallest partiality ; 
tried to discover wlio he knew thef^ andf 
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what could be the powerful object of attrac* 
tipn that induced him. to prefer it« (since 
his father was willing to give up the cus- 
tomary plan of going to his family seat), to 
any of the water-drinking, or sea-bathing 
places. 

. He baffled all their enquiries ; laughed 
at their perplexity; seemed in high spirits, 
and after a longer visit than usual, hearing 
Mrs. Somerville say, that she was going to 
a painter's to r fetch home Adela's picture, 
disconcerted her a good deal by proposing 
to be of the ,party* She had ho excuse 
ready, however, for declining his^ttendance, 
and therefore^ with the best grace she could, 
accepted it. Adela, who, whilst sitting for 
this portrait, had been completely wearied 
of the painter's house, and all that itpre^ 
senfed to her eyes, would gladly have ex- 
cused herself from again re-entering it; but 
when the carriage was announced, Julius 
seized her arm, and insisted upon her going 
ivith them. 

The sole apparent object ofMrs. Somer- 
yille's visit (the restitution of the picture) 
being eifepted, she would have felt some- 
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. ^ ' ' ■ ... •«• 

what embarrassed for a motive to protract 
her departure^ had not Julius furnished a 
very sufficient one by the eagerness with 
which he requested to see every portrait iii 
a state of any forwardness which the artist ^ 
then had in hand. Whilst he and Adela 
were looking them over, Mrs, Somervillc 
availed herself of the opportunity to give 
directions, in another part of the room> 
about the copy she wished to have inime- 
diately began. ,' 

' During this interval, Adela made the 
discovery, amongst the miniatures which 
her brother was most solicitously examin* 
ing, of one, representing the capricious 
beauty, as she had always called her^ whoni> 
at the beginning of her residence in Lon- 
don, she had seen at the milliner's. 

" Ah, here, at length, is a face I know P 
cried she, regarding it with much plea-* 
sure— - 

</ Do you, indeed T^ said Julius^ witH 
quickness. 

*' Yes, but not even Jhe name of her to 
whom it belongs,** answered she, struck by 
the hurried accent in which he had spoken. 
— •** I saw her once or twice when I first ar- 
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^jed^iii t9wi^ apd,s]b« is so beaj^tiiii)^ that 
!|n^4(r Ju^ve forgotten hen" 
^ Ypi|,rcaU)r think her, thjsn, very.beaui- 

'^ Why, don't ifioufr 

Ti^s questron was asked w^th an air o£ 
ii»u>cent surprise whiqh appeared to Julius 
sp.irresistibly Iudicrpu$», that he laughed im- 
ippdj^rately ; but not. choosing to inform, 
her why^^ and seeing Mrs, Somerville ready 
to depart^ he drew her arm within his own^ 
za^ accompanied the two sisjtjers bacif to 



Not undmindful of her proniis$d inter- 
ference in the concerns of WiUiajn Hanjp-^ 
d^n^ Adela now determined to write iiito 
Pevonahire those details which she no 
longer had any {Prospect of communicating 
verbally. 

She made known to William the revplu*. 
txon in her own affairs, and the step which 
she had taken in consequence, the day he 
dined at her si^ter^si; and then enquircMl 
whether his. wife had yet received from 



•R^m 9^ ?»4?W(* H 



*' Yes," he replied, with an air of- ch^r 
grija.?Rd t^tjtip^iesjf, «* .^xaptly wph. «« an- 

H^ %ft »^w/^, her a letlj&r, writteitia 
tj[i^ jQpat^^ganth^Q^j fi^M with the wann^ 
<^fr ^x^rj^ft^ip^; of firiendaliipo aitpuptJipg ii> 
I»^)||kBisip|i|f of thte n)ps( ip^^t coq^i^iij 
b^$ ;$Dn9UQ(;:^ngaitot.a)fw)^r§4» it9 writier^ 

«a4fia>;wi» .tO) ©plify tfc? nmntfOfint of Sir 

Thqmsii, and bewAili?^ ift, j>a^hetM? &tmm 
i^ atlkitx^iy md ap$:^qgpi:QkilMtion aIm 
M reo^iieiodt c^^ tfi n^flmr tl^ $«ibje«t. 
Tt'herfi W». thrp»gfe thj* IftbOBwd epi$t;IiB 

a«4 I)jJi>P(;ryis^ tfeat very mwplj, (2i«pQa0i} 
4#l^.ajb:Q)H^,^,hat$ aj94 to de^pis^ij;^ du^ 

sembling writer. She gave it back to H^m^ 
den, ho\yever, without permitting herself 
to add to his irritation by an unqualified 
avowal of the ill opinion it had excited ; 
but rather sought to revive his better hopes^ 
by an assurance that^ when once established 
at her father's, she would leave no effort un- 
attempted to secure the active exertion 



Si TRAITS OF NATURE.' 

T 

of that influence which,^ William had 
told her^ he possessed over the secluded 
Baronet. 

In the course of this day's visit, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sometville, discovered in the deport- 
ment, manners, and conversation of the 
newly-married pair/ so much to approve^ 
that they found themselves irresistibly drawn 
td take a lively interest in their affairs. 
Adela had the pleasure also, in the even- 
ing, of sedng them introduced to, and niost 
courteously received by. Lady Isabella, 
Mr. Annesley, and General Cleveland. To 
this last, she was particularly desirous that 
William should recommend himself, as his 
being in the same profession might, in some 
way or other, she thought, render such ani 
acquaintance peculiarly advantageous to- 
him. 
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Th e moment was now arrived when Adela 
and her loved sister were compelled to part. 
Tender and mutual was the sorrow that ac- 
com pan ied their tearful adieus; Mr.Somer* 
ville feelingly participated in their regret^ 
and the children hung round their youthful 
Aunt^ reproaching her, with almost angry 
earnestness, for having given them false 
hopes that she meant to spend the summer 
with them at Rosedown Court. 

Lady Harriet Mordington, newly en- 
trusted to the care of a highly-rie'commend- 
ed governess, had been sent to the house 
of her father the preceding day. Mrs. 
Eringtpn likewise, was already gone from 
Cumbei land-Place, and that very mornings 
had set out on a visit into Hampshire, pre-< 
vious to returning to her widowed home m 
Wales. Some intimation had been giveit 
her, that her company would, for a few 
weeks^ be acceptable to her father; but 

c5 
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these she had affected not to understand : 
privately confessing to Mrs. Somerville, 
that being thoroughly, acquainted with his 
temper^ and, at the *same time, knowing 
something of her own, she was well aware, 
that she could not commit a greater act of 
imprudence than to become his perznanenl 
guest : 

'^ I have been emancipated too long,** 
added she, " to return willingly to the 
yoke. Adela has more pliability, and may 
do betten Besides, the bondage will be 
ivew to her— and novelty, whikt it lasts^ 
Tenders every thing endurable. Let me seq 
how ahe will like her chains half a yea? 
iiencer 

" Do you not know, my dear Alicia,** 
sai4 Mrs. Somerville, smiling, "that there 
is a method of wearing chains, which 
lightens their pressure, which pads, the^ 
wth cottony nay, which makes them hang 
sp loose, as scarcely td be felt^ I do in 
say conscience believe, that no one is more 
perfectly acquainted with this method thaxv 
^ur s\^eetly-tempered Adela. She never 
•uffers her imagination to ^ive weight ta 
tjrifles i anc| tha| beting the case, her spirit^ 



^^ 
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are seldom chafedrrrrfor pf wha|; but trifles 

are all the eommon provocations of lif(^ 

madeupP* 

^' Qt what but grains of dust," resumed 

Alicia^ with .quickness, ^' is the whole 
earth made up? Yet, collected together, 
do they T\qt compos^ a huge apd most sub- 
stantial mass ? So it is with trivial grie- 
vanceSj often reiterated ; they, at length, 
constitute. a torment quite colossal, which 
crashes, or c^sts into, deep shade, every 
little blossom of happiness.^* 

*^ This picture is palpably overcharged— 
Yet, at the present ipoment,' I implore you. 
not to depress Adela. by holding it up to 
her contemplatipn.*' 

/' No, no^" cried Mrj5. Erin^ton, laugh * 
ing, *^ I have too much generosity to aim 
at ipstilling' apprehension into her mind, as 
successfully as I have wrought conviction 

Julius had promisfsd, that the morning 
Mrs. Somerville went,^ he would call for 
Adela at two o^elqck, ^d drive her dowa 
inhis curricle to the Richmond Villa t but 
to s^yoid travelling in the heat of the day^ 
tjie Somervilles.were forced to separate from 
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her^ and commence their long journey, at 
eight 

The last words (uttered with significant 
emphasis) which the afTectionate Elinor 
addressed to her sister, as she quitted the 
house, were— 

" Be stedfast— and be faithful !'' 

Mr. Somerville echoed them. Adela, 
smiling through her tears, seemed to pro- 
mise the strictest observance of their im** 
port, and two minutes afterwards, the 
coach drove from the door. 

Few things are more, melancholy than the 
sensations experienced on turning from a 
group of departing' friends to re-enter a large 
deserted dwelling, suddenly consigned to 
total and dreary silence ! The contrast 
between what it now appears,and the bustle 
of the preceding moment — the chearful- 
ness 6f, perhaps, many preceding months, 
strikes a sadness to the heart almost as 
oppressive as a real calamity. 

Two bfoary -headed domestics, a man and 
his wife, who had outlived every other spc* 
cies of service, were alone remaining in 
the forlorn mansion as its guardians till the 
ensuing London sea&on. The principat 



tRAltS OF natur£. ' 37 

roomsi of which every centre was occu* 
picd by piles of chairs, sofas, and tabled 
were divested of their carpets and curtains, 
and at once sounded hollow^ and looked 
the image of discomfort. Every book was 
packed up ; the pictures were all covered 
with paper; and the piano-forte was put 
into a case, ready to be conveyed away. 
Even Adela's own chamber was a scene of 
nearly similar confusion. It was strewed 
over with fragments of packing materials^ 
and the refuse of her London wardrobe, 
exhibiting a heterogeneous mixture of old 
flowers, broken fans, ends of cord, cast off 
gloves, and bits of matting. Amy, charged 
with her lady's trunks^ had just departed 
for the early Richmond stage# 

How to fill up the long interval till t^vo 
o'clock^ it was no easy, matter to decide 
She could not walk out^ for the aged defen* 
der of the premises, was too busily en- 
gaged in cording hampers^ and nailing 
CaseSf to attend her. She retained no 
meani^ of occupation nor any source of 
amusement. Thus circumstanced, she was 
reduced, for the first time in her life, to 
fur that, now improbable relief— an 
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i^Je visitor ; or for the facultyp still less atr 
tainable^ of sleepingaway- the ijext four or 

five hours on her unmade bed^ 

«... • ^ 

^ Some old bpoks of the ppera^ a few con- 
cert-bil|% and half a dozen notes from, dif- 
fcrenj: l)p.rspns,, Wflniring after Mrs, Sp; 
mejvjUcs d^ri^^ h^r confiBement, afforded 
a slender reprieve, to her ^nnui^ and \y^re 
read over. with, ^n attention they hi^id, pro^ 
bably been, far from CJ^citing- ajt the. tiip^ 
when they firis| canici into thp.ir poss^sispr's 
hands, ^i^ut tl^esq fe^bl^ barriers s^gains^ 
total listlessjiess, insipid as they prpved 
were sooner, e^^hausted th^n replaced ; a,n4 
on their entire failure, Adela.w^a driven to 
th? de&perat^ expedient' qf going dpjvnr to 
see old Joseph, coniplete his i)^ckages, and 
to offer her seryiqes in v^riting. card? of di- 
rection. The sight of t^p st.urc|y porterg^ 
. however, (the able ^4 aptiyq assjs^tants^ of 
Jos^eph's. weak,, t^ou^h. wjUing^ efforts) 
drove her. away, frpm, the lower part of th^ 
house in a n^ome^t : Brjdget, Jqsepjh^s wife>" 
caught a glimpse of, l>er as she fjew back, to 
tj^e stairs^ and civjly hastj^qed f9r\YfU"d to 
^iqu jfiq ^hat If ere hpr commands? 
" I have, mn^^ ^fWget, I th^u)^ you/; 



I 
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answered Adela^ *^but merely, came to 
know whether your husband wanted any 
directions written. If you can lend me a 
bookj however^ or supply me wjth any sort 
of needle-work, my purpose would be an- 
swered still better." 

r 

Books, old Bridget^ w:as not rich in; but 
with ipany excuses for letting her take so 
much trouble^ she brought to Adela^ in the 
parlour \yhere she and the Sopiervilles had 
J)reakfasted, the border of a cap to hem^ 
and charitably furnished her with a brass 
thimble, some entangled thready and a 
qrpoked needle. 

With these implements^ whi<;h weir? 
t)biaDkfu1ly accepted, Adela bfjgan her self- 
^llott^d tasH; sljier finished the cap-border, 
and then applied for all its, component 
parts^ an^ completed the whole operation. 
Qld Bridget kfiQ>9^ not hoiv to express suffi7 
,cie;nt. admiration of such expeditious prOf- 
ceedings, or sufficient gratitude for Mi^s 
Cleveland's condescension. 

Meanwhile, two o'clock struck^ and np 
Julius, appeared. Adela, then was forced 
tq entreat th^t Bridget would supply he^ 
with fresh employment. The good woman^ 
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almost at a loss what to produce, at length 
dragged forth from a box in the garret, a 
coarse half-finished shirt of her husband's, 
which the fair sempstress as industriously 
toiled at^ as if she had been labouring for 
a precarious subsistence. Whil&t her hands 
were thus employed, her mind kept pace 
with their activity ; she anticipated her ap^ 
proaching meeting with her father; she 
thought of Lord Ennerdale^j she revqlved 
the events of the last three months, she 
meditated upon the gradual progress of their 
attachment, and vainly, yet most ferventfy, 
wished for penetration to foresee what Would 
ultimately be its fate. 

Whilst these reflections engaged her, 
four o'clock arrived, and Julius, soon afteri 
stopped at the door« 

He made some excuses for being so late^ 
and as they swiftly drove off, asked het 
how she had contrived to fill up her time 
the whole morning ? 

** I amused myself," answered she, smi- 
ling, ^Mn ruminating upon your faults! 
Don't you know, that this is invariably the 
fate of every person who . keeps another 
waiting?** - - 
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** Oh, then you 'were in no want of re- 
creation,^ I can ' answer for ' it ! And I 
give you joy, that you hit upon so fruitful 
a theme." 

He then, to her enquiries respecting the 
disposition towards her which her father 
now appeared to entertain, answered, that 
she must be neither hurt nor surprised if 
she found herself denied an interview tilt 
the' moment of sitting down to table. It 
was his father's determination, he said, t6 
avoid any privacy at their first meeting; 
and he had, consequently, invited, several 
people to dinner, with whom his acquaint* 
ance was but of recent date, and who knew 
nothing of his domestic history. 

" You *re to be introduced to them,* 
continued he, ^^ as the daughter of their 
entertainer, without any reference to your 
new installment in the house : and I ear* 
nestly recommend to you, to suppriess all 
indications of emotion, and to subdue, as 
much as possible, all appearance of confu* 
sion. You will take your' place, as a thing 
of course, at the head of the table; you 
will talk with, and shew attention to your 
neighbours; and the more calmly and col* 
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le^tQ^Iy^yop can, do. sp^ tlip mor9.cre^t you 
will^^JD ip my fath^*s, eyes, Thij isodq 

be very tender or paternal ! My dear A4f^ 
pi^t; tfnderijes? a^^ :6fljefeel^n^, oathe ffc- 
atjQt Qcca^ioQ^ out of yajir. thaiigh^sl Thej^ 
ace not dealt in ^t our houses ax^d^after alJl, 
ap my, father ha? npthii^; to forgive, pr to^ 
found a patl^etic sc^r>e uppn^ th^re ap^an 
tl^^e lea^mpccissijfcy f^r, ^p imMritni^s«d intei- 
yiew."" 

, Adcl^,kncv not vjhetjbw- to rejoice or 

grieve, at^ tiji?, acqo^f^^, of M^r, Ql^vel^nd'$ 

plan, Sbe Vhpugl^t ip, cold, distapt^ ^n,d; 

&rl?iddin]^ ; j;et, ij^nor^nt what condiipt^ 

would have I^/^f p ^xp^Qte,d froip her^ and 

most approvedi hj^^d c^ priyate'iptrodHction 

takjGn place, sj^e. eij^^avowed to l^ecome 

rqcqncjled to the c?hUlipg det^rmip^tioa 
now adopted. 

The liffht vehicle and rapid coursers of 

her brother, conveyed her to her journeyV 

end in time abundantly sufficient to dress 

for dinner. Amy stood at the hall door in 

readiness to welcon^e ai^d qonduct her to 

her appointed room; and Juli()s.proniise,d» 

when he went down fjoin his own, to 



Igippk a,t h^r door thia^ th^ njjgf^di^^tHl 
together. 

distributed^ and ^t^i^ qff^p^vf^q^p^^ 
liSf &itu^t^o% puitb^v^rda^ Iw^. of the 
Thames^ was beautiful ; and it wafs, fitted 
op with all the luxury and tasite of a f^iry 
pi(lace« Adela's apartmeujtj one of the 
beat it s^r^ed, was chearfi^ svid, el(|[mt ; 
it faced the river, from which it was only 
divided^ by a^ slopiiug^ lawo, dotted with 
ft^ru|^ and tf ees* 

^41i^dearypii|>gMis«y," cri^ the vqr 
lub^ aiid faithful, Amyi ^* th^^^ be S904et 
tl)ing lil^e. a, horn^ l-Tr]V|[,e sa b^ppyj Yg» 
Ije w>w where, yw, *Ao?^/i^ b?, with go-jwl 
papa to lovft and make you gycs^t lftdy,-r 

^nd kind; brother tQ drive you abput^ aqid 
naftke^you merry,— r>and servants all roifndj 
to do what you. bid^ apd to call yott their 
qwnrn^ftrpss! Ah^ thif be the brigh.te&t 
da^ poor Amyever nee !" 

A4elaf whose hearty was full, and w^hose 
spirits w^^eagitated} threw hj^r arms round 
this fond and worthy cr^^tun^'s neck, and 
YfitJi seosations tesap^rittkwg^ of jpy, t^ai:^ 
^f miogled giFatijbtt4e and ^ppcehensionj 
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lobbed upon her bosom. Amy's tears^ 
flowed fast from sympathy ; but smiles ac- 
companied them, and even whilst she wept 
she persevered in ejaculating — 

*^ Me never so happy in my whole life 
before!" 

Wh6n Julius gave the signal agreed upon 
at her door^ and his sister joined hrm, he 
attentively Bur%'eyed her countenance and 
sjiaking his head, cried :— 
^ *^ My poor dear Adda, you do not loot 
your best^ and I am heartily sorry for it ! 
What have you been about, to occasion 
those red eyes; and pale cheeks ? Did you 
think it necessary to prepare yourself to sit 
for the picture of a Magdalen? I assure 
you. that Floras and Hebes are much more 
to my father^s taste. He is a great judge 
of female beauty, but he likes it to be 
blooming and sparkling, and itwould have 
been of infinite advantage to- you to havd 
shone upon him with all your brightest 
lustre. — Come,chear up, my * pensive nun,* 
and let him have the gratification of seeing 
you admired, and of learning tb think you 
worth being proud of.— -Your outside, you 
know, is all that you can yet expect him 
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to attach any value to — he must have time 
allowed him to get acquainted with the 
good little heart within. '* 

This exhortation forced from her a smilej 
and Julius seizing the happy moment^ 
quifkened hts steps, and, arm in arm with 
her, entered the drawing room ere its traces 
had quite dispersed. 

A groupe of gentlemen^- among whom 
stood her father^ were conversing neai? a 
window; and upon a sofa> atsomedis* 
tance, sat two ladies. 

Jiilius^ now, intentionally raising his 
voice, though only to remand his friend 
Wasp into the hall, Mr. Cleveland turned 
his head, and on perceiving by whom his 
son was accompanied, stepped calmly for* 
ward, saying to Adela— 

" I believe you have not the honour of 
knowing Mrs. and Miss Rivers : — let me 
introduce you.'' 

Julius relinquished her-arni, and she 
then found that she was expected to follow 
her father towards the two ladies who oc« 
cupied the sofa. 

They rose as she advanced, and Mr. Cle* 
veland, after uttering a brief form of pre- 
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'sentatioti, left her to find for herself a seat 
nekrtihefn, and, ks it tiki^7se ^pfiieared, to 
find subjects of conversation. Bdt shak- 
ing and disconiposetl ^s "she was^ though 
to outtrard appearaiice^ tranquil, it was no 
enviable or eisy tas^k to ^irovide 5mall«talk 
for tSvo Entire strangersi the ybarigest of 
whom looked reserved, the eldest of whom 
Was obviously mfore soKcitotis for the ap* 
j)roadi-df JuHus,*or someof theineune^r 
the Wittd6w, than desirous to profit hy the 
civilities of her handsome* hostess, 

1*0 this deeply-rouged and formidable 
lady, Adelk had scarcely courage to address 
herself: but prefeirrng the chkhce of a 
quiet repulse from the danghter, she said 
something about the beiaiuty of the place, 
and of the Thames, and askled her if she 
wasfondof sailing? 

Miss Rivers replied to this easy and sim« 
pie overture with so much gentleness and 
good-breeding, that Adela, pleased at her 
success, returned to this charge; stSarted 
fresh toptcs, and veiy isoon found means to 
engage her new acquaintance m a chearfnl 
and unconstrained dfialogue. 

Just before dinner was announced, Tal- 



tot Cleveland malie Ms iippearance, and^ 
as Adela shortly, discovered, came ah ex- 
pected guest. He was delighted to see 
her, but on his guard against betray- 
ing how particularly delighted to seelier 

Mr3< Jli vers revived at his approach, and 
made room for him on the sofa between her 
daughter and herself.. She had Tistened 
with cold disregard to the previous con ver* 
sation of her yourthful coinpanibns ; but 
was how prbfute in volubility and smiles^ 
as if anxioud to make up for the time she 
had lost in unwillingly listening to the chit- 
chat of tw6 insipid *girls. 

The name ofRivers, it had slriiclc Adela, 
the moment she heard it, was hot new to 
her ; and now, on beholding the mother s 
uhclisgulsed eagert^ess ^o engross the notice, 
cither for herself or her daughter, of any, 
or every beaii she could e'rilist into h cr ser- 
vice, the conversation that had once pas- 
sed at Mr. Annesley's concerning this lady, 
recurred forcibly to her remembrance, and 
she felt assured that she saw its object be- 
fore her. 



48 TRAITS OF NAJUKj:, 

« But the daughter," thought Adela, 
** Lord Ennerdale said was amiable, and he 
pitied her for. having so obtrusive and un- 
pleasant a njother P 

To this daughter then, modest in de- 
meanour, and prepossessing in countenance^ 
phe turned with renewed alacrity, arid Jthe 
discourse which Talbot*s entrance had sus* 
pended, was resumed • 

During dinner, the first at which Adela 
had ever presided as lady cfthe^ house, the 
consciousness that whatever she said or did 
was scrutinizingly observed by her father, 
restrained the ease of her manners, and 
gave them a sort of trepidation, which she 
found it impossible entn*ely to shake off. 
Yet, upon the whole, she had reason to flat- 
ter herself that Mr. Cleveland was. tolerably 
well pleased with her, since, towards theeiid 
of the repast, he invited her to drink a glass 
of wine with him ; and when the desert was 
set on, selected from one of the dishes placed 
near him, some remarkably fin^ fruity and 
sent it up to her, saying, 

^^ At my recommendation, Adela, taste 
those strawberries; they are better flavour- 
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cd than any I haVe met with the whote 



season." 



From such a hand, Adela would have 
thought them well flavoured had they par* 
taken of all the crudeness of the wildest 
crab*applel She received them with aglow 
of pleasure, and a bow of soft acknowledg- 
ment, which, though silent, spoke volumes. 
Her brother's expressive eyes sparkled, and 
were full of generous congratulation ; and 
Talbot seemed half ready to start from 
his seat, and give his uncle's hand a corr 
dial shake. 

Mrs. Rivers, her daughter had told Adela, 
was only in that neighbourhood, for a part 
of the summer, being on a visit to her bro* 
ther, who was one of the company prsesent. 

The other gentlemen who made up the 
party, with the exception. of Talbot an^ 
Julius, were none of them much yoiinger 
than their grave host, and all had residences 
in some one of the neighbouring villages 
which so beautifully skir); the Thames. The 
personage of chief importance at table, was 
a sociable, and lively old peer, who was 
placed next to Adela, and whilst he chatted 
to her with the good-humour of a fathers 

vou V. D 
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^ihtWed mi evklieivt admiratioiiL of her, esc* 
tremely gratifying to Mr. Clevetaod's 
*«iiky. 

Na^r katl Addst so much wished to 
ptMse, for never htai she before fdt sensible 
how mufeh depended on the sentiments of 
paitiafil^ or criticism which she might 
awaken. The condusicm of the meal found 
her divested of all painfnl diffidence, serene, 
and nbarly cheerfbl. Her pleasant neighs 
hour, prond of his success, relaxed not in 
his efforts to entertam her ; and, whilst she 
listened to him with the readiest politeness, 
ishe was anxious not to be deficient in atten- 
tion to any one else. 

" This must do !*' thought JuKus, as he 
ddightedty observed her, " My father can- 
not but be struck by the perfect elegancei 
the unaflected propriety of such manners I 
She is the sweetest girl, almost, in the whole 
woridr 

In whose fstvour this saving clause, this 
significant ahnast, was mentally pronouncedi 
biay hereafter, peihaps, be exphiined. 

When the ladies rose from table> Mr. 
Cleveland said — 

le evening is so fine, perhaps^ 




T&AtTS OF NATUUS, &1 

.^dd|^ Mrs. and Miss Riveis maylUce a 
little, excursion in your brpthjcr's bq^ 
You will| in that c^se^ give the necesaary 
orders ;. the servants Mfho row it can be 
ready in ^ moment." 

A|dek was most thfin^ful for thi^ hin^ 
which relieved her so h^ipily fnopi the un* 

assisted faftigue of fin4in£ amusf opienfe for 
one, who, by any of her Qwn sex, did not 
aj>pear as if ^e wou^ deign to accept 
amusement. Thif ^pconciliati^ }a4y^ 
agreed to the tjo^t-^ch^me. with passive a^d 
irigid (;on)po^^re; herd^Hghter anticipated 
it with evident please ; ?(nd during nearly 
two hoqrs^ it aiForded tp J^^^h a^ll the si^tis* 
f^tioni^hicb she wfi^ cap{tb|e of e^perienc** 
ing in the fociety of Mrs. Stivers. 



9* ^ 



CHAP. IV. 

COMP£.JM£iNTS« 

Wu:f^» the fen^^le tf ja re^i^rned to thehouse^ 
^n,4'te^ yf^ bjonght In^ tl^e gentlei^en who 

h«d farmed the; pinner pa^ty, s^U m^de tljeir 
appearance in the drawing-rpon^. Lord 

D 2 I 
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Rothbury, Adela*s aged but agreeable ad- 
mirer, again placed himself next to her, 
and after some conversation upon common 
topics, struck by the tone of her voice, as 
she called to her brother who was standing 
at a little distance, he suddenly asked her 

* * • • • 

whether she sung ? 

^^- There are musical accents in speaking 
as well as in singing,^' cried he, " and some- 
times the two faculties do not meet in the 
same individual : but I hope that in you, 
they are united, for you look as if I should 
not have to pay the penalty of a two hour's 
supplication for a five minutes amusement ! 
— Indeed, when I find that this is likely to 
be the case, I often withdraw my preten- 
sions almost immediately, and sit down 
better satisfied with the lady's firmness in 
resisting entreaty, than with the idleness 
of those who persevere so long in bestow- 



ing it 
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Adela cast her eyes towards Julius, 
anxious to ascertain how he thought her 
father would approve a compliance with this 
intimation ; and seeing him nod with a look 
of encouragement, she opened the piano- 
forte, and sat down to play and sing the 
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first easy air that occurred to her remem- 
brance. 

She had, at one period of her life, because 
she was told it would please her father, been 
particularly ambitious to become a good 
ihusician ; but afterwards, finding him still 
wholly neglectful of her, she, in a great 
measure, renounced the endeavour, and to 
many accomplishments of alessshewy nature 
had devoted more time> and attained more 
excellence. In speaking modern languages^ 
in drawing, in reading aloud, she was sur- 
passed by few-— as a musician she had little 
other merit than feeling, and a voice natu* 
rally sweet-toned, though deficient in bril- 
liancy and cofnpass. Since her residence 
in London, where she had heard so many 
admirable performers, she was become fasti- 
dious and wholly distrustful of her own 
powers— rand except to avoid the pain of 
being urged, never either sung or played 
unless to her most intimate friends. 

The courteous old nobleman, however, 
profesfeed himself delighted by her humble 
performance, and in all probability, profess^ 
fid no more than he felt ; many auditors not 
being gifted with the skill to discern so 
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much i^eHt ih toh'queringj iii ih knoSvibg 
gracefully how to avoid difficulties. 

Unambitious of further distilictio'h, she 
lesigh^d her seat as speedily as she cdtitd, 
aud ^iss Kivers was then dispatched by 
her mother to occupy the vacancy. The 
moment she begiin, her voice, soft, pene- 
tratmg, and flexible, recalled to Adela's 
memory the interesting singer she had heard 
the eVening Lord Ennerdale Yelkt^d thfe 
history tif Hit horapfipKe ; artd the longer she 
listened, the lotiger she looked at thbunafiect- 
e^y-modesl couhtehance of Miss Rivers^ 
the more cbnvmcfed she ^6cath6 of heif 
identity with Ihe charnilhg yoimg woinah 
she had so much admifedv Already dfs- 
posed to feel most fa vourably inclined to- 
wards her, t'his discovery stift Ifurttier In- 
creased that disposition ; atia she stood by 
the instrument during the whole ofher per- 
formance, with an air of such siticere ana 
animated approbation, mat Lord ftot'h'bury^ 
more an observer of expressive tooks, than 
a judge of expressive mwiCy declared to 
"iTalbot, his next ileighbour, " that Miss 
Cleveland's jierfect'e*xenlpti6n from enVy of 
her companion's ((Jerhaps) 'Sufpdriot taleritsi 
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was moBe beauti&ly ai^rfs wort% of admn 
atioii^ than the most fatiUd/ess jitraia^at 
ev^r was wzxbUd fpUh by^^^i Syrexi !" 

Wheo rhi6 loi'dship and the ^oiHa^ guesti 
had departed, Talbot ejccepted, for whom 
a bed^roonx had been ^urepared, Mr^ Cieve* 
laady with an air expressive x^ no incon^f 
siderable disgypoTntmeiit, asked his dauj^ 
ter how ithafpc n edy that she Jbad:so strange-* 
ly negieoted Jbier music ? 

Adela was less SMirXifiedJby this^enfuiQf 
than her brother, who hastily answered i-*^ 
'^ Shejdoes 4iof neglect it, .sir i Ihaiyehmvd 
her praciisjjjig very often :in £umhfiilandr 
place,'* \ , 

<^ But did she take Jessoos lof anj jgood 
master ? Of what oise can at ^ ^ iher to 
confirm herself by pmcticein all hear j>ce6ent 
faults ? — ^She has no management ^f voioe 
no dactility,no oommaud of herownpowsers^ 
her whole performance sounds so langnid 
and timid, that, when put into competition 
with that of half the igMs one«meets*wuth> 
it is really pitiable V* 

^ ,Adela4&eeing the colour mount into Ju- 
lius's face, and observiqg.him on the .point 
of «^eakiqg again with^reat warmth^: 
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^cd her foot upon his under the table, and 
directed towards him so supplicating a look^ 
that wisely suppressing what he had to say, 
he suddenly turned to Talbot and challenged 
him to play at chess. 

^ Mr. Cleveland, who had been walking 
^bout thb apartment whilst addressing to 
his daughter such flattering remarks, had 
seen, in his progress down the room, this 
motion of her foot, and the glance to repress 
her brother's impetuosity which accompa- 
liied it. 

He took another turn or two after mak- 

• 

^ng the observation, and then approaching 
Adela, said, with more gentleness, 
• '' If a skilful master can be prevailed on 
to come so far to give you lessons, will you 
apply with diligence to profit by his in- 
structions 1 

" Yes, sir, and I shall be most grateful 
to you for providing me with such assist* 



ance." 



** Well, then, Talbot shall enquire who 
teaches his sister Barbara, and". • • 

" Oh, for charity, dear sir !" interruptei 
Julius, discontinuing hisgame,and abruptly 
looking round, ** don't let us convert this 
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house into a school for the fine arts upon 
the model of Barbara's studying-room ! It 
will distract us to hear Adela straining her 
voice, hour after hour, to the pitch of a 

screamiDg jackal ! — You'll never be able to 
bear it, sir — ^you won't indeed ! And, be- 
sides it will make the poor girl as thin as a 
skeleton, and infallibly destroy all her good 
looks." 

** Good looks, in these days, are nothing 
without the concomitant of a highly-finished 
education ; Adela is young enough to re- 
pair many of the omissions in hers, and if 
she is solicitous for my approbation, she will 
not neglect the now offered means." 

** There is nothing, sir," said Adela, 

'* that will make me so happy as the power 

of proving by my unwearied exertions, how 

highly Lvalue your good opinion. Yoa 

will allow, I am sure, for deficiencies which 

Xam ngt able to overcome ;, I have not the 

jpmineut capacity for music which Miss Ri- 

vers possesses; but Lean at least emulate 

her industiy, though I must despair of ever 

.equalling her sweetness, and facility of exe* 

.cutipn,"' '.,.-.. 

d5 
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^* Yoii have iwdr'e tKaii/h6'*»#eetness 6f 
temper !" dried Julius, Wiih ilo gi'cat'sNveft** 
ness^ just Chen^ in his dwn ; and tuf liid^ 
suddenly back to his gamc/he dfscoverfed, 
with much suf prise, that his qtieen ahd a 
castle both stood in check. He pondered 
for a few minutes on the best mode of re- 
lieving them from such jeopardy ; saw no- 
thing which could immediately be done, and 
losiog patience, overset all the pieces, and 
acknowledged himself vanquished. Then, 
seeing the beams of a full moon streaming 
in through the windows, he made Adela 
throw on a shawl, and told her to come out 
wrth him for a walk* 

She complied y and in passing her father^ 
asked whether he would venture to accom- 
pany them ? 

** No, child ; I ^Im afraid of the night 
air.** 

His calling her child was so gratifying tb 
her heart, that had she, from the preceding 
conversation^ nourished any pique, that 
single word would have been sufficient to 
dispel it. 

Talbot remained i^ith his uncle ; and the 



^tose^tOfthe livierf <forsaboveihalf)an<boiir. 

(Her >miad f uU df poetioal imi^ed, All 
^Twakened by *tfae beau^ &f isudh a iH^ty* 
.enjoyed ia such >a, Met]«^ Adela ^l6i|ged rto 
•commmiioate someof the de«cri]^ive)i«efil* 
lections :hi9r insin^oBy "waa soiriehly fraught 
withito'her compaiiion; bilt he laeemed; in- 
finitely more idi$pestrd tadescant resentfa% 
upon what bad ,j«i9t«been passing li^iihiti 
wdoors, than to listen with isatlafaction io 
the sublimest qfuestiona in (praise ; of rwhat 
^he saftv imVftotf/. 

Adela ^ent^ t checked him tit cthe vci^ 
beginning of these murmurs. 

^^ >Thiis 'is fgrpund/iny tlear JuliuaT 'said 

^dkCf ^^ ^hich I ^ :ftar to tread. ~-Nevcr, 

Iqever, idben^vre^are aione^Iet uspcrttut^asr* 

.selves to choose for ^ttb^ect^ of discikssiau 

.the flight .oifenoes irifiictetl by myrfather. 

^here is.nae0BS(^lattan,!noadvanfeageta'fce 

iderived lisom such« ;p]sactice. iltvonlyiiig- 

jgsa^ates .disconteHfr— -serves ^to f magnify 

UDolefhiliaintx^monntains-^and, ^hi a )ivdl- 

dttsposeditnittd, ileavses behind ita feelinginf 

self-reproach for having forfeited, by after* 



•* 



6q traits of nature. 

Tepinmgs^ all the merit of previous hamility. 
fiesides,"* added she, with less seriousness^ 
'^ t can very truly assure you, that my fa- 
ther's comments on the slenderness of my 
musical abilities, scarcely gave to my vanity 
the slightest shock! Since I quitted Dn 
Hampden's, where I was the only nightin- 
gale of the party, I have learnt pretty justly 
to appreciate those talents which, in his 
house, I might be tempted to overrate, 
merely because I had never heard them sur- 
passed ; but my estimation of them has now 
found its proper level. I know my own 
inferiority, and I regret it only, because it 
seems to my father a source of disappoint* 
ment." 

•^ Well, well," cried Julius, f^MI say no 
more about it ! — If you don't make a good 
boy of me, my little temperate monitress, I 
shall despair of myself." 

Soon after this, they returned into the 
house, and found Mr. Cleveland on the 
point of retiring to rest He bade his> son 
and daughter good night with nearly equal 
cordiality ; invited Talbot to continue with 
them another day, and proceed^ to bis 
dressing-room. 
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When he was gone, ** I must,*' said Tal- 
bot to his (wo cousins, ^^ detain you a mo* 
moment^ to give some account of wh^t has 
been the subject of my Uncle's conversatioa 
4ufing your absence. He spoke," conti- 
nued the young man, ^* with great and even 
animated apt)robation of Adela's ({eportment 
during dinner, and, indeed, throughout the 
whole day. He asserted that her manners 
are asmuch superior to those of Miss Rivers, 
or of almost any other girl he knows, as that 
young lady's skill in music is superior to 
my cousin's— -and of her claims to distinc- 
tion for personal attractions, I assure you 
he uttered such things, as, in Adela's pre- 
sence, I have not the courage to repeat !" [ 

" We shall make this girl vain, at lastr 
cried Julius, ^^ But, Talbot, did not my fa- 
ther utter one poor little syllable in praise 
of the good temper with which she bore his 
unprovoked attack ?" , 

" It was not unprovoked, my dear bro^ 
ther/' said Adela ; ^' he Was mortified Ut nty 
being so totally eclipsed by a young person 
80 iiearly my own agp, whom he thinks, had 
I tak«n greater pains^ I juight now,p«yh&ps 



iiate ttttirly ^e^nalled* Sdt ^eod ^night. 

*}gl«t to you both.'* . 

The iMrthfng irefl«<st}<»i tbdt slse w» 

4iow, i nttl^fiFobdbtlky.p^ftttamt! tly «ttabliKh- 

^cd ^bf ti^srth ' a ifttbcT^Tcdf, unlew banished 

'4heiii!e Iby4ier dw& mlacsotiduiet, accompa- 

tnitid het tocher apat^tdfvmt, 4imd after gWing^ 

addttKMialieYvtMr fb^e pioUB gmtitudextf 

•her ensidmapy evening wordhip^ attended 

4ier to'her piUo^y ^fid itt painted to^ber ihbo- 

-ment dr^^ntsj-a chdnacter of the forest fell* 

'city. 'Even fhe'f^ttetnbmnee <)f; Lord ^En- 

nefdale, Ibr Awhile, k)4t its difi^tin^tne^ff; 

her father, ^Imofrt ^i^xehjAhftciy, 'filled ^h$r 

tho<lght8. She^rdfleeted'UpMi ^the^rapture 

'it would^give twr, ^to^sBtceed iti'a*^akei)io|^ 

•4in iiitt^rest iti^his'he^rt^^to tear him wm 

that s'he^as becomkig essetitral to his haf* 

piness, and she meditated Mrifh delight upon 

*the sKffe«tionate''etxiil(Ktion ^with >9rbich'hep 

vbi^dlher would "vi^w ^6 auf^pi^ious <9l result 

f of bid own friendly* ii^tetpositiodi. 

fPhe '*ell<y«riifg. day, bfeiwg Siirtfey, Mr. 
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tikais, 'teMiiviBd, during ^breakfssk^ u . gi;a- 
cious offer frotn >Lottl IRdthbuiiy of'sttdtsiiiit 
•GhoYiJh te iis '6wh ipeW. -They Mcc^ted 
4h!s ^ivlHt^ 'v«ry readtiy; mild when the 
I^Vfc)^ #08 'oyer, he 'pressed ' tiiein^to ^dine 
%lid spotkt tbeday with him. 

*' D066 yCKir lordsbi{>,*''Baid JuHus, laugh-* 
ififg, "^V€ ^dioners to ladies? To young 
•Iftdtes, too'?- 

*' ^E^ery^gb/' replied tfaeigodd*huitioured 

Pfeer, *^li)as its prrvileges. ^ome which i 

^ha\^e lost^ ^ou lidw posseis ; otihars which 

you cannot yet 'boast, 1 Imve happily at« 

^foiiieil. Aini>ilg8t these 4ast^ is the un- 

doiibttd right, dt' sixty thrte, 6f inviting^ 

't^ceivirig, ' isind honoQiing > « she merits^ so 

lovely 'a'guMt<as -your ^sister : 'bot ^had J^a 

sister, as ^fair, ^as ^tradti ve, . t^be albould 

^(iiM, in retuniy 'dime tri^ jy<m> ;yoUng 

* At the hdsplMMe nn&nsibti of thkiheit^ 
mi ncSbrtettian, Adela Speiit a (day lof tile 
snt>^t 'raticNtial satisiaetiofn. ^His library, 
'|>ictiires, ^gatden and consfem^to^'&rnish- 
''^d succesfsive objects of 'inspectiont; and 
«his^<){^^aottvcirtatiim,<^pkiip ;b«t 'icinsittle'^ 
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familiar but instructive contributed largely 
to the general ebteitatnajeiit. 

He had, ia addition to the Cleveland fa- 
mily, two other guiests^ a lady and her son^ 
who were his distant relations. The tatter 
of these, was . a Major in the army, and 
had not been long returned.(for the re-esta- 
blishment of his health) from the burning 
plains of India. He was still a young man, 
and though disease/ in some measure, 
* * quencKd and aUoff'd the nohkjire within,'^ 
tjiere still were indications, in his open 
countenance, of an animation of character, 
and in his cdnversUtion were proofs of 
sense, and just fueling, which added to the 
manly elegance, c^ his person apd manners, 
seetned to haveensured to him the warmeijt 
partiality of his benevolent host. 

The share contributed by Mr« Cleveland 
towards the entertainment of the day, had 
Adela bceii willing to detect a fs^lure in her 
&cher, . she might perhaps have bera 
tern pt;ed to think,, was not very brilli»nt. i 

Thdugh £kt from being a map of stroi^ 

.intellects, there iwas; an imposing digiji^y 

about'hitei'aipla^slbkjoa&of deUI^Ka^litn 
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in everything he said, virhich threw. dust 
in the eyes of many an inacurate Judge, and 
not unfrequently, made him pass for a deep 
thinker, and a penetrating ob^rven But 
often, when he looked the most profound, 
his mind was employed rather in meditat* 
ing how best to appear sagacious, than in 
seeking for cogent arguments Calculated to 
prove him so. To him might, with some 
justice, have been applied these lines of 
the satirist, so descriptive and so celebrated : 

•* What's the bent brow^ or neck in thought reclmed<^ 
** The body's wisdom to conceal the mind. 
*[ Ohy be this truth eternal ne'er forgot, ^ 

•« Solemnity's the cover for a sot," • 

; Mn Cleveland, however, • waa «ot; what 
is absolutely understood by the harsh epi^ 
thet here employed. But he was shallow 
and vain; wise enough to be sometimes 
aware of his insufficiency, prudent enough 
seldom to hazard betraying it, and jeialous 
beyond all example of incurring tlie suspi* 
cion of mere human failibility. It wpnld 
be toilsome even to th$. brightest wit'„' <>t 
the most transcendent geaiuis, aluot^s tp b« 
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a wit, dlb*^ to Ife & genius ! Whttt tmi$t 
the ttiil then have bran^ ^f a^ppeariug ail^ 
wajn wise, to a tnasiy ^o, if he tiad ^cniotvit 
h^w to do himself yx^wt, 'would od^tent- 
edly haxieistthnrieted to^ppear always Jinvii-' 
hle> fittd always saperfioia} ? 



CHAl>. \^. 

MTsY£Kf« 

ADtiA hiard not heen itDsfofted a wedc in 
her new abode, ere she had reason experi- 
mentally to feelj how true it ia^ that there ia 
no condition, whatever may be its allure- 
fkienfts m perspeotm, do w^ioh, when at* 
taiuedi aome draw-baok iswit ainieK«d. 

iier fafher^a un&rtunate prepossession m 
£Emmr^of that taleaft in whicAi .she least ^eoL-* 
celted, and his extreme isobcitude for hev 
acqurnng it in ^greater perfeciioa, would 
hflive be^^ to any ttemper^ pvone to inrrta^ 
tiMi, 'a Monroe of tdrinesyt scarcely iradara«* 
bW 'Not satis^d with rthe three les^cma 
everfr ^aek which she itceiwd d>dth from 



kn tiiBtrttmemai tTid vd(»1 inlstrai^tor^ ht 
tied her down^ in the intervaU of their at^ 
tendance^ tM svch ch)9e afnd Cdnetaiit pftic- 
tree, thot she vfsis scarcely fot* a momenii^ 
removed from the pkmo-forte. 

Nothing cddld dxceed the df^|;irst at all 
this, of Jutius, fe^cept the patience of his 
siflteer^ She ^vas wcury, indeed ; %ut in- 
jured fieither in temper nor in health ; and 
bhe irhouj^ that ^so much ' was due to the 
wishes of a^panretibA-sfae reflected that her 
present situation (conferred by the retenting 
kindness of that pa[?eht) pretented ^o inany 
«ivlintageii. be^ ooUnterbalafice this partisA 
molestation^ Ihat it would Qfiave heea iqgra- 
tittide of ithf de^st dye to have either 
"optfily ^'Sderetly ^etpioed ;-^ 

^^ I will perform D>y appointed task,'' she 
would stfAetim^s tell W baotheip, ^ not 
with competed diligence only, hut with 
honest and ^steady eheair fulness. I forget 
who it is thbt si^s, ' ^ubmimon^nn order to 
'be. r^peelahhf 'ehould be unaomplaining : 
accampaniiBd by nmffnurs, it becomes servile^ 
1 quite enter into the ^ifitof that thought^ 
it is scarcely ever absent from my -recollec- 
titfn, and iaif^paX ainbition is* to net up 
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to it with all the perseverance of which I 
am capable." 

*' Meanwhile, you are spoilt for a com- 
panion* and rendered intolerable even as an 
inmate. I should have as much. comfort in 
living with a professed public dinger, who 
had not three ideas in the world distinct 
from the pitiful drudgery incident to her 
occupatiQH. You allow yourself to be con- 
verted into a nuisance and a pest, instead 
of a rational friend, and desirable asso* 
ciaie," ... 

" Have patience, Julius ; the evil, if it 
is suchy may, perhaps, be of short dura- 
tion : and would you not rather submit to 
it a little longer, than see me again an alien 
from my father's favour?-— Again discarded 
from my natural home ?" 

^* Do you bid me be patient whilst listen- 
ing to the possibility of so outrageous an 
alternative? Adela, were you ever driven 
from his house again,'! should have very 
little scruple in fhrswearrng it myself! He 
could, probably, much better resign himself 
to such a loss, than I could now bear to 

part with you!'* 
Adela affectionately held out her hand to 
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hi HI, and w» * beginning to speak^ tvhen 
seeing het fatther/ who had been out on 
horseback^ ride up to the gate, she flew to 
her post at the instrument^ half-dreading 
to have been observed, for one instant^ ofF 
duty. i- ^ 

• There were days, however, when a greater 
degree of liberty was unavoidably al- 
lowed lier. The recess of Parliament had 
not yet begun, and Mn Cleveland, who 
was a Member, and often thought himself 
under the necessity of attending the de« 
bates, and giviug hxi silent vote in person, 
was sometimes, for this purpose, detained 
in town to a very late hoiir. On these oc- 
casions, Adela and her brother, after a so- 
ciable dinner,, sallied forth io enjoy an 
evening walk;' or, trusting herself alone 
with him in his bo^t, she spent many of 
her ple^santest hours in gliding along the 
sinooth surface of the Thames, engaged 
either in surveying the many elegant villas 
on its margin, or, when able to prevail on 
Julius to row her beyond the immediate 
danger of meeting other parties, employed 
in reading to him aloud. * 
On one of these excursions, during which 
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he ha4 wveral ti9e$ hj&Id th/^ bOAt noai'Iy 
frta^ioaaryi ju9t. QppQstt^ (q ftsli^dy garden 
I belonging to <»6 of tiie h^iqsieiM: iwii- 
sioiis upon the kaukB, A(ifila thought ahe 
percdved^. M the f4Uit v^ibiuq^ of l\i^illght 

began to render distant objects unce^rtAiD, 
a %ure dice^sjod ia wW^, Wf9^«it>QgL be- 
neath the tfoe/s thajt i^ktrted Ihe w^r's 
edge^ and» lu that plape^ coueeftlad the 
house from okservation. 9kfi was going to 
make some remark on the r.oo9dntic appear- 
ance of this visifm> when Juliiisi» luddenly 
spkuriiing his oars into tibe m^t^, dicMted 
his cour3fi with all the ps^pifiation he 
could use towards the spot this figure oou- 
pied* Adeia expected to see her take 
flight: but nQtwith;»tandlng that they ra- 
pidly approaiched, ahe stilly though fecitding 
a few paGeA> remained in view. 

At length the Httle vessel gfti:ned the 
shore ; apd Julius hftstUy lashing it to M^ 
item of a tree, spm^g lightly upon the ^r€ 
.and advanced, towarda thp (npw retare»tii^) 
lady. 

*' Can you," cried he, speaking with ^oeae 
caution, yet loud enough to he heard by his 
sister, ^' c«i you owme into the h$ii tQ ais > 



Whew ^re, they all r I have wEte^h/^ for 
ihisr momeui with an ifl^p^ti^qe which no 
50irard$ can describe.! Can yon conoe? Amd 
-will yott,. fw a few io^mta, wakej me 90 
auprejaidy,hi4>pgr ? 

" They 4iaed at Wiwhleton/' a9«we?e4 
the Ladkfj, '^and pethafM^ wUlne^t tetum 
before ekveq Q^cloqfe. h that (tboujj;h I 
jHjafcely »c»d a§k) ywr wter r 

** It i$»^-^Give me year hand, and let me 
lead you to her/' 

The lady hexe paua^d; and th^n atpeaking 
again in a lower toi^ ^vot«e» Adela lo^t the 
purpoct of her woi^^ ajid only heard JuHu^ 
eagerly replying-^r. 

- *^ She wiU have no eurk>aity-r-^he mil 
maksi no semaika that can disti ess yoid.'^ 

The first of tfaese^ u«s an aseei tion whkh 
Adela*s present sensations .most strongly 
oontsadicted, for never had so powerful a 
degree of curiositjr before asaailed hfcr. 
The uasneless lady, however^ appearing dis- 
posed to confide in it without diaputOb 
"threw over her head a light veil wbieh had 
Ining upon facr arm, and allowed Julius to 
take her hand^ and conduct her towards 
tlMboat 
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Adela attended to their proceedings in 
detenniried silence. Her new companion, 
after ascending .the little bark, disengaged 
herself from her assistant's hold and step- 
ped forward fearlessly to the seat on which 
its previous occupant was placed: ' • 

** I am ashamed of this intflision," cried 
she; ** but will ybu permit me, for a few 
minutes, to sit beside you^ and to partici- 
pate in the pleasures of your little vby- 

Adela civily made room for her, but stir 
she was rehictant to speak; and the fair 
stranger (for such, *by the courtesy of 
England,' every lady seen by twilight, and 
under a veil, is entitled to be called) a(|r 
cepting this tacit permission^ sat down; 
andf' Julius immediately pushed the boat 
from the land. 

*' Which way shall we go ?'* enquired he, 
addressing the incognita. 

'' Away from the hs^ints of men," an- 
swered she ; ** Row towards Hampton.** 

Scrupulously obedient, he instantly com* 
plied, and for some time proceeded with 
the utmost activity and speed. 
, *^ Do not,'* cried the Lady, at length, 
speaking with all the softness which the 



TRAITS OF NATURX. 75 

teaderest interest could inspire, ** do not so 
cruelly exert yourself :*^pray row more mor 
derately." ,:. 

** I will," he answered, relaxing his efifc^ts^ 
^^ It was for the sake of enjoying my gop4 
fortune more securely, that I a,t first so vi* 
gourously laboured. But here we are be- 
yond the sight of houses, qr the ears, of 
prying curiosity. Here we may convers^e 
in safety.'* 

'^ I shall not^ however,'* resumed she, 
playfully^ '^ indulge ^otf with the sole felir 
city of talking : my aim will be, to tr^- 
whether I can break the spell that seems to 
enchain the tongue of your sister ! Yet^ 
perchance^ she scorns 

* t'unlock her lips 
« In this uiludloMd air r 

Adela felt the reproof conveyed in these 
words, and was half-ashamed to have in- 
curred it ; yet^ so strangely circumstanced^ 
hefd in such ignorance who this new asso? 
ciate might be, what could she say ? Her 
thoughts really were spell-bound^ and till 
some question should be addressed to her 

VOL. V. E 



Julius seemed aware of her true ftetingfs, 
aM^'ais Sf tbtdtttte W perplexity, talked 
Ihigtftlyliflnfsaf, asctftf?irg W-sitetce to the 
fkfigtic fedMrfnt *o l!he Yocal cxeittons 
tWiicJi ^he nviis ^Hy fcomfctattrtfti to*lira!ke^-* 

•^Tbuiieottld Jyity'htr,'* sdd lie, ** if yoti 
faicfv^ the Iwttd isfervicfe her podr little Chest 
is perpetually called upon to perforrm ! ^o 
*o\frn cfyer Vas tver forced to exeft his 
lungs ^ith more -sftisentious perscsreta^ce. 
It wtM be ^ ftrtfrcy ^ her eonstrtutioti 'bears 
^ agaiiigt IJhe severity of such ceaseless 
toil/' 

"Does it not terribly Weaken your 
genuine fondness £o^r musics" enquired the 
unknown, turnhig to dlilMa; 

** I fear it has not encreased it," answer- 
ed she. 

*** CJh, no — I am certain it cannot ! Even 
bur pleasures are no longer stich than whilst 
tliqy are wholly spontaneous: ^ut why do 
you not sometimes plead inability, or lassi* 
tude, and solicit a reprieve ?" 
* «* Inability I liave never experienced^ 
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< vnd my lamttijtde is «iity mental ! I feel it 
not personaliy/ 

'** And are you so scTopulonsly honour- 
.able as to disdain a little equivocation be- 
tmretai the two species of .feeling r Conld 
you not bd^ to substitute lirtigue of body 
for that of mind ?'* '. . . 

Adela laughed^ i>u^ waved 'any positive 
answer to this question; and the lady 
! then directed the conv^satioa t!o other 
subjects. 

^ She spoke <^ith equal taste and adn^im* 
tioa of the beauties of th^ part of^'tfce 
CQVfRtry; asked Adela '(as if 4cnot(4ng Ifkat 
she drew) wbetlier she bad eketcbed any 
views of « the scenery round Richmond? 
And adverting next to her recmt fifbode ta 
London, she seemed ^particularly ^olickous 
to discover with what impressions^ xtpoti 
«be whole, 4he4iad left it? 

Adela leplied to all these topics with 
^od«b9*eeding, though with consciseness'; 
sod the stmnger appeared well satisfied 
l^kh ^ ^degree . cf complacency her un« 
«w^t arttentions had obtained. 

At the end of half ftn hoar, srhe began 
to express a wish of being ic^^landed. 
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" Not yet,*' cried Julius, earnestly, 
^ Oh, not yet, I conjure you T 

'^ But suppose the good friends with 
whom I am an inmate should anticipate my 
return? Has ypur provident genius any 
admissible excuse to suggest to. me for the 
whim of this trip ?" 

" Tell ,them Ijiat you were with JMiss 
Cleveland.'* 

** In so doing, it is certain that I should 
be drawing upon myself nothing but ho* 
nour; yet» as it is my misfortune not to 
have, become acquainted with Miss CJeve*^ 
land in quite the regular routine of things, 
some puzzling after*enqiiiries might be put 
to me, which it would be rather difficult to 
answer. , No ;— you must consent to tum 
back, and I must persist in being pru- 
dent/ 

** Well, then— Will you purchase my 
compliance — my reluctant compliance, hy 
the bribe of only one of those simple little 
aifs I have-heard you so exquisitely sing ?!' 

^^ Is it possible^ that you can have any 
longings for music still unsatis6ed ? Were 
you not complaining of the surfeit you have 
of it daily at your house }*^ 
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^^' I complain of its mt>nopoIy of my 
sister's time^ to the exclusion of ^1 other 
amusement: but believe me not such si 
Gbth as to have quarelled with the talent 
because one of its possessbrs is \mhappily 
condemned too frequently to exert it.'* 

The stranger exacted no further entreaty^ 
but with mingled vivacity and sweetness 
begun a spirited and exhilarating air calcu- 
lated^ at once, to prove so much skill in 
the performer, and to excite so much ant* 
mation in the hearen that Adela was en^ 
chanted ; and Julius, she saw, as the new* 
ly-risen moon threw its clear light upon bis 
ikce, sat listening with looks of raptusti 
that gave a sparkling lustre to his eyesj 
which, bright ai; they were, she badne^er 
seen them emit before. . 

The; arch .mueician, when she c^ed, 
dipped her fair hand for an instant , in the 
stream on which they were floatf^g^ and 
with a sportiveness inimitably ^graceful, 
lightly dashed towards him the drops with 
which it was moistened, saying with affect* 
ed reproach— 

*^ Turn your head another way, I be- 
seech you, for I can't bear to see you look 
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S9 atapid and aa mnnove*^ *fter I Bate 
haA taking: auch pains to amuae yoaS— • 
Whiit can you be dteaming abbat ?" 

. Julina drew a dbcp si^ and exqisimcdy 
<* Dmaming indeed! I waa mcdhating^ 
upon die possibility of taking from such 
fettbity k» oilly dww-baek—iDsecurity !" 

** And thereby tabbing it, perhapa, lay 
(Muid friend, df half its aeatl Bat now,, 
for fit^s sake, make haste and guide me 
back ; I h«ve played taraant tiH I waily hp* 

gm to be quit* i» « f"^*'" 

Behig anived at the spot trhemce she bad 
iftst enbttked* the Ktely stiangw Tciy po- 
lileVy thanked Adeto for ha«i»g gianted 

lllHidiMasioft ; l»«J« ^^ 8*^ "'8**^ *"*^ 
<3eittmii€titig herself to the careofjaliasjiraa 

safely handed from the boat. 

' In }fis way with het actoss a part of the 
fewff, }^ anxiously said— 

** When shaU I see j^ou again ? What 
arc y^ar plans for to-mowow?*' 

«» 1 4m going, witfe t^'«8 ** *""* **' ****^ 
party^ to s«e Hampton-Court." 

He then enquired whether some person, 
^^koie aatue Adela could not distiagutsh, 
would be with hjjr ? And on her answer- 



ing in. the nf^v«^ ctied— " Then I mill 
9icetyonthjer<!" 

4Bd kiA&in£{ Iter hfl^<jU ^ ^Xj^y^e^ ber ^ 

hasten towards the howc. wW^t ^C«<«w, 
e4 himself -«^ith. les$ wiq^^dijUoi^ t^ the 

• • ' 

the brotbQ;^ aQ.d oistec dv^W^ % cfx^i^fxi^ 
intexvaJ^ At leim^jH^ Juiuj^. bf q^ it-rr* 

" What'? tbc, w«f r, A4d4r ^vii^U,, 

** Is it Ao( ]»,thef npo<« g^sUiMfWIi" 4^ 
she, ** that I should vait to hear yf^ 

*' Whj^ iny good Uttle mifir^ the ieh<^$ 
fljobstance qC vhat K 4hgnl4 S9^> tqis I W 
lutld fiutb £m the ite:(t thto^ ii(»w8> mi^ 
be ^cooqtused m ii^saliRd's f«Qijgf)tie«« 

' OAk ^< tium ditiai M ^»i9¥v ^ "*wqr 

*' There needs no Rosalind to |c|i 9if 

tbiU.! And th« ladjc cIq«» wt qeem to be 
much, mere in doaibt tb^m- m^siell^ 9uf 
deaieat JuIIms, who h she? Aie there 9fiff 

impediineats tp the pnbiix} avoiw^ of ^i|f 
attachment? Ar(i ypa 9p^i;beQ4ivf Cbaf 
niy £uher wHl Uiscoif^t^nawe it T 
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' ** Ah, barbarous girl ! You better suc- 
ceed in inflicting a chill mthout the aid 
of cold water, than she did with ! That 
question has frozen me into an icicle * 

^ Then you really ought not to have ad- 
mitted me into this half sort of confidence ; 
jou ought not, my dear brother, to have 
brought the lady and me together.** 

^^ And why not? You are not mor^ 
innocent, more pure, in every respect, thlin 
she is herself! An intercourse with her 
may honour'^— it can never contaminate 
you/' 

'^ Then why is there so much mystery 
attached to your acquaintance ^ith her? 
Wliy is it to be equally unknoMm to her 
friends, and to yours^ that these interviews 
pass bjBtween you ? Why is her very name 
lield a secret? Ah, dear Julius, are all 
these circumstances of unequivocal pro- 
priety?*' 

" Come, come," cried he, with some 
impatience, ** a trace with such close cate- 
chising ! I begin to grow exceedingly 
weary of it ! Make yourself as easy as you 
Qan :-^say nothing of all this^ at home ; 
and, for your life, harbour no injurious sus* 
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piciotis of the admirable creature you have 
had the happiness, this evening, qf being, 
admitted to converge with." 

Adela could not forbear laughing at this 
flummaryy but perfectly chaxacteristic mode 
of silenptng her doubts. Anger had con* 
9tituted no part of what she had experienced 
on the recent occurrence. Surprise wa$ 
her first emotion^ and as that had subsided^ 
regret and concern took its place* Every 
thing clandestine gave to her ingenuous na* 
ture^ a feeling resembling pain. She noMi: 
saw a brother, for whom her affection was 
daily augmenting, madly in love with a 
being whose powers of fascination had ap* 
peared to her almost irresistible ; she per« 
ceived that his passion was encouraged^ 
nay reciprocated by its object; and she 
plainly discerned that both parties were 
aware of obstacles from their respecti\x fa- 
milies, which, as far as Adela could deci^ 
^ight be insurmountable* 
' Such observations were .most grievous to 
her: but seeing that remonstranqe would 
)>e wholly vain, ^he repressed all inqlina* 
JLk>n to renew it^ and sought contort from 
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Ker iong-e^ikbliflheil rule of endeavcmring 
to hope the best. 

On disembarking dt their father's villdi 
thej learnt that he was retunsed from 
toWn^ and had brought with him his two^ 
nieces^ Barbara and JFemima CleTeland^ 

Jttfitis listened' to this information with 
no very eomplacent feeliirgs^ Ht was »^ 
kttt a m^mcfit ; and then^ wishing Adel* 
Joy of her agreeable guests^ said hb shonldi 
go and while away the i^mainder of the 
evening at Rothbury's. 

Accordingly^ he scampered ^ and she 
repairetl to the drawing-pooai. 

Very difl^rent was the prompt eivility 
Vfhh which the two sisters now advanced 
to meet her, from the air of frigid inattett* 
fion which they had so often manifested 
towards her in less prosperous days. AdelQ 
Clereiand at the head of her lather's esta^ 
blishment, they seemed to regard as a per^ 
sonage totally distinct from Adela Cleve- 
fond almost unowned^ residing at the hcriise 
^f her half sister. Their courtesy was 
)>rolifse-^their admiraiion of the charming 
Ytlla was excessive — and thdr deli^^t to 
•ee her look so well^ <^ite sentimental I 



tbe 9e)ct day ; but Qvbai^r baii b^eu m^ 
vite4 by Mr, Ctenla»4 tp stay ;» weok;^ 
^ ItbQ»gbt,'\*%i4he,^4drwiog:bUdaugt^ 
ter» ^' (hat to bring you home an i^socii^ 
who iaao isnG^lteiitaod indefatigable a mu- 
mwiu would «x9ite you to f^nmhtipp^ wi 
cosk^im yoa ia diligence* I hay^ made h«r 
p^^k up several dixetr^ whicb I sjl)all epip^^Qt: 
you fea practice together; and a$ you both 
Ifflrn of the saaie master, you ipay let him 
hear^ when he comes on ^V'edAe^dayi bow 
yau acc^^it yourseives." 

Adel;» trembled at the WQvh which ahp 
>aw wascutout £or her; andJexqima^ not* 
withstanding her ambition to stand high ia 
the favour of her uncle, could not refrain 
from laughing a little^ at bi^ prodigious 
and unwearied passion for all that related 

to an accomplishment in which he was him* 

seif so totally nnskilled. 

When Julius returned houie^ his fathcjr 
^bad alreacly retired ; and hoping tjie ladies 
had likewise made their exit, he ventured 
K> take a peep at the drawing-room 4oor« 
, ** What, still down stairs?" cried he^ 
Kemg bima^lf observed, and tb^r^^oie 
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obliged to advance, ** Why, Adela, you are 
later than ever to-night ! How^ do you do, 
Bab ? How do you do, Mima ? What have 
you been about, this last fortnight, in town ? 
When do you leave it ? And how comes it, 
my poor girls, that you both return into the 
country, spinsters as you avrived ? It's scan* 
dalous to think how many journeys to Lon« 
don it costs the poor fathers and mothers of 
modern times,beforethey can dispose of their 
female progeny. Year after year, the half- 
desponding souls bring their eight months 
savings up to market; furbish themselves 
out anew ; go every where ; adorn them- 
selves in spotless white ; yet, as some cruel 
Rhymer observes — 

^ Still find their ends miscarry, 

* And dress li^e brides, but liever marry i' 

The sisters, wisely disguising their pique 
at this attack under a welUfeigned laugh, 
declared he was the rudest creature in ex- 
istence, but mutually disclaimed every wish 
or intention of marrying at all. 

^* That,*' resumed Julius, *' is the custo- 
wary assertion of nearly the whole race oi 
unwedded ladies, young and old^ from Mrs. 
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Lucf etta Mkc(>hylltda, to Miss J^mSflna 
Cleveland, both inclusive. BelieT« them 
who will ! But come, light your candles^ 
and trip^ trip, good Aubr^^ to bed;" ' 

Adela accompanied them to their apajrt* 
ment, and was unwillingly detained nearly 
half an hour longer, to hear from Jemima 
accounts of gay parties which she had been 
at, and fine men with whom she had 
danced. > 

** And do you know," cried she, affect** 
cdly lowering her voice^ " that we have 
seen a good deal of poor Lord Ennerdale ? 
He comes to our house frequently, and has 
even dined with us, I believe, twice. He 
is not in very good spirits, y<m will easily 
believe, but I don't know whether the shade 
of depression upon his countenance does 
not, on the whole^ render him more inte* 
resting than ever. He sees I feel for him, 
and we are the best friends in the world. 
I know that this would be a forbidden sub» 
jcct down stairs ; but I thought, that whilst 
we were by ourselves, you would like to 
hear something about him. He does not, 
* I suppose, poor soul ! venture to write to 
you 
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JeiBinUi skilled beyond ciaisipajre in Ifitow^ 
iiig how 

To lenda Ife.^htcmMfmtmtitmA; 

Tepiploie a tecMt mih mridiovM art», 

Watch a weak hoiir^,md itnaackall the beartit. 

mm paased^ and C00U7, but circumap«ctly 
marked the flbetitations of Adielia's colour, 
and anticipated from the agitation in which 
«he beheld her^ an fuafoserved, and almost 
iBVoliintary comaa-unicaiim of aU thai re? 
spected the present state of her affaira. But 
Adela, though she looked! a thousand way3 
during this apeechi U> avoid meetmg tb^ 
€yes of her who uttered it, and though it 
at once pained and dtsconeerted her in the 
highest degree, had yet infinitely too much 
experience of her cousin's charactei to be 
betrayed into uttering any confessions of 
which she might indke a dangerous ustu 
Perceiving that her dt ift had, in some mea- 
sure, fhiled^ yet convinced that she had in- 
flicted u|ion Adda an acute sensation of 
^jealoiisy, Jemima, pnesently after adminia* 
^dng. so pleasant am opia^c^ estreated her 
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HO fon^r to dq^Wre herself of re^t : shook 
her fay the hand^ simI sniered hcr^ silent wd 
diama^od^ to retis«« 
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had been unwilling to acknowledge 
it evien to her own heart, but certain it i$^ 
that fA\e had now, for many days^ felt much 
disquietttde atthe punctilious silence which 
Xiord Ennerdale persevered in maintaining, 
. It was trv^ that she had given no encourage- 
ttieat to his wish of writing ; it is also true 
that she fancied herself nearly determined 
aeveir to answer him. Yet, that he should 
wholly abstaia from trying the effect even 
efoneshoKt letter; that he should appear 
to associate with no femily so intimately as 
'ti)at*ofthe artfttiand insinnating Jemimaj 
htflicted. iifQXk her a pang^ the keenest shp 
bMi ftVi^t endured. 

Pistrust of those whom she esteemed as^ 
:loved was- not easily excited k her generous 
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mind ; bat of Jemima, %h^ kmew the sbfaw 
tlety to be such, as to justify the strongest 
apprehensions ; of Lord Ennerdale'^ firmness 
to withstand her lures, she could only form 
an estimate by Jbis conduct towards herself: 
and that now, seemed neglectful and in* 
different* ; ) 

'^ Can an honourable, an undissembling 
nature," cried she, ** be so wavering in 
faith? So vulnerable to flattery? I hadal* 
most said to seduction ? 'Is this the requital 
my frank and grateful aeceptance of his 
heart deserved ? Is it for so versatile au ob^ 
ject I thus suffer and repine? — Oh, that I 
could as easily erase his image from my me- 
mory, as mine, by this short absence, ap^ 
peats to have been blotted from ^ his own ! 
The vain boastings of an ambitious girl I 
might have discredited — but this deter- 
mined silence^ Lord Ennerdale, condemns 
you more strongly than the depositions of 
a host of informants !" ' 

Yet, in mitigation of the distless these 
reflections excited, one idea' pt^^nted iti* 
self to the mind of Adela, upotf tvbieh 'she 
found it most soothing to repose* In a 
letter which she had thCs day before reeeiyed 
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from Mrs. Somervillc, it was expressly sta- 
ted^ that since that lady's departure from 
London, the Earl had written to her twice» 
This, it is very true, was not precisely like 
having written to Adela herself-— yet, it was 
better than not writing at all ; and she was 
too willing to regain even the smallest por- 
tion of the tranquillity which Jemima had 
disturbed, not to cling to this or any other 
prop, however feebje, that would preserve 
her from despondency. 
' It could be no matter of surprise to he^/ 

after the species of assignation she had over- 

> 

heard between her brother and the fair' 
stranger the preceding evening; that *he 
should spend the greatest part of the fbl- 
lowing day from home. Mr. Cleveland 
attributed his absence to'th^ known dislike 
which he entertained againet; Barbara, ahtf 
what he termed, her inhuman powers of 
execution. It was a day devoted wholly 
(after Jemima^s departure which took plactf 
soon aftcjr breakfast) to hard musical prac*^ 
tice. Mr. Cleveland sat by as auditor and 
judgeof his daughter's and hisniece^s success 
hi their several attempts ; the one^ tractabTe 
from principle, and diligently doing her best 
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from a w^uh to give him pleasure; and tlm 
other, deliglu^d at lpy»r <»¥ii.iiQ^rtaucCf and^ 
pcQod of beiag deemed coiqj)^ tent to ]^^ 
fbim the paf t of aA i]MJtruct7es3«^ 

Late in the; eveojof,. a trace to these ex^ 
eitiousi ws^k obligisd to he pitodaimedf ht) 
CGtnse^yoence of the arrival of compaocf ^ qoe 
ifidjvidiiair amongft whom^. aat exceedingljE^ 
dearf old geutlejpsm C^ f ^^^ "^^ Iwd sat^ 
BH^t to Adela^at the firsA dxaoer-party where; 
she had met I^ord Ennerdale^alway&lookedi 
80' whappy wheo* iQuaic wa^ gouig; forwatd, 
that, in compassion to hi& fee^xig^ 1^ 
Clevelsmd fotehore pxepositig iti^ 

JuUm returned during the hapior iutet- 
regnujn, ajQddeclared^ that the hou3e wea so 
wiexpectedly exeir4>t fn>m the ^rilL sound 
Q^ fexnale voices by wluch be bad e^ipeeted 
f o- tj^ greeted, that b<9 w^$^ on the pcuut. c^ 
]9oceediugta the next habitation, conceiv- 
ing thfit he had made M^me mistake, and 
setoff ed at a coausion which he had no right 
to ent^r* 

Wbra ^ W^ retiring to her own room 
at night, it wa3 with some surpri&e that 
Adsh found watting for her in the corridor 
leading towards it, her faithful Amy, with 



ft ftcefuR. of busiiiesfl(^ abd the most evH 
d^t HiipaticsiM to i^Mmnunififtte* to her 
s€me. important piece of nevi%^ 

** I sfaottld be frightened Amjr at. fiod* 
^Bg y «u heie l>dbre I haidf nmg^ " sard Adda, 
'' if your ^owttenaiioe did, not aasufc mer 
that you have nothing unpleasant to an*" 
ttounce*^' 

Am^ sttiitlied,, and twinkled het davfe 
eye% bat foidbioiie \» spei& tiil her nuBtrew 
Mid beirsdf bad both entered the bedHfooon 
and she had carefittty shut the d6ar# The* 
dfbwiAg firom: her bosom a sealed letter; 
sbe myrtevionsly presented it to AMaf 

'^ TIktC) dcsasmisqr, that's vbat mehavtf 
gMforyottt" 

Adela haatjlyv and with a beating heartf 
bnfced at it^^bnt the hand^wrinSiig and the 
aeal being bodiunk»awti to her, her spirits 
sunk, and in a tone of disappointment, she 



'^ Who is it from. Amy ? How came yoit 
by itl-^I hate such an appearance of se« 
crcsy r* 

"* Ah, well, never mind, dear missy^-Hfead 
it fitf all that 1 Very pretty young wtmiali 
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give it me in the dusk this evening at the 
garden gate, and beg me so hard> oh; so ' 
hard, to let you liave it safe ! She no say ir 
come from any lover ; bat yet/^ added the 
good creature^ nodding facetionsly, ^^ but 
yet me do believe there is little bit of love* 
initr ^ 

Adela had by this time, after turning and 
oKaminiilgthe letter in every possible direc- 
tion, taken courage, and broken the sead.* 
TThe envelope was blanks the letter within 
k was from' Lord Ennerdale. 
. ^ Aha! dear missy,*' exclaimed the ob-- 
servant Amy, .delighte4 a^ the blushing- 
start, the sparkling look of pleasure, which 
proved that her mistress had made some 
grateful discovery, ^* You no sorry me took 
the. letter now !--^Y6tt no hate secre^ now ! 
Me he sure it wals na bad.seefesly> because 
thei foretly yoiing woman look so inodest 
and so •good/' 

This little harangue was wholly lost-upon 
Adelay ^leeply ingrossed in pd-nsjng her 
precious manuscript. Its contents notonly 
perfectly re- assured her as to its writers 
undiminished affection, but dissipated all 
dejection from her mind^ and left her placid, 
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re-aaimated, and full of confidence in his 
nncerrty. . "< : ' 

No cloe^ however, appeared in any part 
of the letter by which she could account 
for the unusual mode of its conveyance. 
The £arl only stated that he was writing at 
the house of a friend some way out of Lon^ 
don» but should depart again in the course 
of the evening, and besought her, if (in 
compliance with his entreaties) she indulged 
him with an answer, to direct it to him in 
town^ and commit it without scruple to the 
post. 

• Dismissing Amy sooner than wits her ac- 
Austctaied practice, Adela detiermined to be- 
gin her reply to this dispatch that very 
night. Her time during the day was so 
little at her own disposal, that she was glad 
to avail herself of any uninterrupted mo- 
ment which she cbuld cotnmand. Again 
slKe read the Earl's letter, previous to con* 
eluding her^wn ; and some passages in it^ 
lightly passed over on a first perusal, now 
struck her in a sense that filled her with 
astonishment. They seemed to intimate a 
hope that at no very distant period she 
might be induced to relate from the firmness 
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rof her oventtmmed dbedienee ta .paontal 
authority; and they touched, caxitiousLyi 
^biiit iotelHgibly, upon thepMstbiiity of'con- 
vincing hear that a piivale muon iMold not 
. only he paractacable, but paDdonable. 

After some mioniteB Bpent in punftilly 
acuminating upon tke tfmdeticy ^Df tkese in- 
ainualiotis^.AiiiQfaL saaitehied u{ilierJ|MU]y and 

wrote thA^ :-*^ 

'* I have a .second time read yoor iirtter. 
:'^ It 3eems 60 iodtger: the ssnne. 3>ln)ni its 
^ '^ Arst pems»l,l dectvcsd DotiRng but tffmoe 
^^ and consolation : it now fills me withaoNs- 
/' quiet and suspkaoa. Bray write to me 
/^ no iQ<H'e in A ^trnin that so &% qod- 
V vinc^ m^^ it ilk your deliberate fiurpose^ 
. '^ gradually to ^bire^mc mi ^ >cocfi3und;r^giri; 
^^ with wEong. Youfbave toe^pkmdy prov- 
.f' ed to me, how reMontkble wis Ihe uawil- 
^' Jingness which I originally fdlt to pBnwt 
/^ this correspandencej and how anitirdy ^fligr 
perseverance in the path of d^y ivrhtch I 
Jiave traced out for ^myself^ d«peods ookiny 
^XGSQlving^ {^with Inmuest didtrufit i^ mf 
-own firauiesa) to avoid rather ithaoi to 
iQouit Ntemptation. /Let me often dieir 
'^iromjwi^ tlHiiNi^b^ioMdiiimiafimyiais* 
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'ter SomervHle ; 1>tit uiAess yeu can en* 
gagescrapulously to forbear touching«pon 
•* stidh topics as yott h«ve now c^HiseB^ «uf- 
"* ftr the tetter 'wWtjh I have j«st liccnread- 
^ hrg, to be l4ie tmly one I shall teoie^ 
^* from yoorwlf. 

^' {^erhaps you will accnse ine-^harsh- 
** ness ; if I mcrrt the imputation^ forgive 
•** mc— if 1 hs^« inflicted upon youpain, I 
^* shaH 'find it hard to forgive myself Bift 
'** in the predicament in which I am placed, 
"*' it is noieasy task to reconcile the dWy/ 
** that I owe to my father, with the senti- 

* ments of kindness which 1 feel, and am 

* imidous to express, for you. To suppress 
^* these senthnents, and to substitute such 

peremptory langnage in their stead, costs 
me so severe an effort, thait fer from har- 
^* bourtng against me any displeasure, you 
-** should, in strict justice, think of me only 
*" with feeli ngs of concern .^ 

Having thus, at'whatever expence to ^her 
heart, obeyed the stemdictatesof prrn<iiple, 
Adela, surprised at the lateness df Ihe iiour, 
lietook herself to rest ; and In the morning 
committing her letter to the care df Amy, 
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Strictly charged her to put it into the post 
herself. 

The return of another day broughtpinritli 
At a summons for the renewal of all her mu- 
sical labours; and whilst deeply engaged 
in them with her singing associate^ they 
were dotli startled, as well as Mr. Cleve- 
land, by the abrupt entrance^ through an 
open window, of a small, but heavy parcel^ 
which, in its decent to the floor, made so 
Joud a noise^ that it drew from each of the 
party an ejaculation of thankfulness at hav- 
ing escaped receiving from it any blow. 

On exacliination, it proved to foe a formal 
petition, tied round a large pebble, and 
signed, by a number of uncouth names^ in 
the form of a round robin* Adela was de- 
jsired to read it aloud, and found that it ran 
thus : — 

To Augustus Cleveland, Esq. M. P. the 
humble petition of the distracted scholars 
of the neighbouring charity school ; 

Humbly sheweth, 
. That your honour's poor petitioners can- 
not but profess thenoselves sorely aggrieved 
in consequence of the daily interruption 
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given to their school business by the inces- 
sant loud singing kept up at your Honour'iB 
Mansion; which said loud singing, con- 
tributes to their annoyance in sundry ways, 
too numerous to be here specified. When 
the wind blows from the South West,- it 
overpowers the sound of their breakfast- 
bell, and sends them fasting to their fbrmis. 
It renders vain all their effbrts to make 
themselves distinctly, heard by 'their Mas- 
ter, when called up to repeat their lessons ; 
and your Honour's Petitioners have been 
flogged, more than once, for mistakes 
they never committed— ot, which having 
committed, ought solely to be charged tb 
your Hbnour^s account, and punished upo^ 
your Honour's person, accordingly. ' : 
That your Honour's Petitioners, never;- 
theless, acknowledging that they have Ho 
further right to interfere with your Ho- 
nour's family recreations, than as they may 
be a nuisance to themselves, tlo hereby only 
mean, humbly to supplicate, that your 
Honour would cause your windows to be 
shut whenever the wind, however gently, 
blows from the aforesaid South-West, and 
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specially diMring yow poor ^etitioiiei^ 
;$ch^ol-houriS". 

And y<H*r Hi^WHir'ft PetkiQO/er^ will WJd 

tberoselvf^foreywtKW^^ Una &a 

JuUus, $|w«gly swayoct^ by the wbok 
fmy of bei«g tb^ &k»cator of this I»di- 
ciHPU« f enfioii9te9Ac€^ e»tered whilst it was 
jxadtngi and ftasteortly isostained an attack, 
which had hi been guilty, it would hawe 
•beett ^iBcult to parry. But though incited 
to henfty biughtei;, ho positively declared 
lumsel£ innocei^ti and .p9jeadml utter igno- 
ranoei of the.authw of so witty a per- 
formafiee. 

Mr^ Cleveland them desired thad; itiXnight 
be no mwc jDMotmiedi and .caiUed the two 
yomg .ladies to the p^umptiou of the em- 
^oym0l^ whifib had bee© sso ioif^rtinently 
interrupted* 

, But happily for.the,?Bow, thoroughly f»- 
tiigkued Adela, a siuspenaion of loii^er dura- 
tion was procured £o^ her the nest day» by 
43ie itttenference of her partial admirer-r- 
JLord Rothbury. A. splendid review was 
40 take place upon ■ ■ Couunon, at 
no very considerable distance from lUch- 
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mofid; and his lordship^ finding that Mr« 
Qeyeilafid did not purpose to be present at 
H^ i^tD^ted him to confide his daughter 
and hi$ meH^ )to the case jo£ himself 9nd his 
gn€0t, Mis. Montiieniier^ the lady, who, 
urith her invalid son, had .dined with the 
Clevdand fattiily a short time before, at his 
house. 

The |>ropoi»al^ aftier some demur, was ac- 
cq)ted ; a piroumstance ^t which Adela had 
a doubly motive to rejoice ; she had never 
bee» at a review — and it released her, for 
some hours, &om the pumof^orte. 

Mfs. MontJ^ermer, the two young k- 
tdiies^ and I^ocd Rotbbury, occupied an open 
barouche. /uUus aud Majoc Moathenoer, 
accompanied them onliorseback. 

AmoQgst the carriages stationed on the 
grounMl before iheir arniyal, was one of a 
Vtery e.kgaiit constiaictton, containing a 
party of ladies, in the youngest of whoiii 
Adela thought she discecned some resem- 
blance to her incognita friend of the boat. 
But it was in figure only that she could 
trace this Hktoesa. The stranger's ^e (had 
she ^ven been &miliar with it) oo#d'iiot 
a$; SQ gi^Bt « idistahce be accurately dis- 
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tinguished. The expedition, however, with 
which she saw her brother ride up to this 
carriage, the instant he perceived it, imme- 
diately put the matter out of doubt. 

She called the attention of Lord Roth- 
bury to the party, and asked if he was ac- 
quainted with any of the ladies of whom it 
was composed. 

*^ The vehicle they occupy," replied he, 
" I know perfectly, but its mistr)ess is not 
in it. Her name is Elmer. She is onr 
neighbour, for a few weeks, having lately 
hired one of the best houses on the banks 
of the river; and, I believe, that her sole 
study is to fill it with a succession of the 
gayest visitoK. . The ladies you now see, 
are, doubtless, of the number." 

4 

Soon after this, Julius gallopped back to 
the barouche, and delivered to his sister a 
plip of paper, oji which was written, with a 
pencil :— r- 

^* How did my round robin prosper? 
.^' Did you not do nie the justice to recog- 
*^ nize in it the friendly hand of your grate- 
*' fill moon-light companion ?" 
V Adela wrote on tiie reverse of this-— 
The success of the PoUnd robin^ like 
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'* my interview with its kind projector; 
was too transient to afford me permanent 
advantage : but I thank her sincerely 
•f for the effort which she made^ though it 
was one that came in ^ such a question- 
able shape,' that soo^e of our heads were 
in danger of being brpken by it." 
. She gave these lines, to Julius, who hav- 
ing conveyed them to their destined pro- 
prietor, presently returned, bringing her 
the following answer : — 
. ^ My next exploit shall be better con- 
*^ ducted. I was obliged to entrust the 
^ execution of the last to an assistant, 
" who, I fear, proved somewhat clumsy 
" and inexpert; but you must allow, that 
*f in itself, * the plot was a good plot — ^an. 
*^ excellent plot.' My aim, however, was 
^.* to discountenance a mania, not to frac- 
*^ ture a skulk Had ^qiirj been injured, 
*^ your luckless champion would ,hayc 
'^ deemed no punishment adequate to the 
** perpetration of so much ittiischief." 

Here ended the, epistolary intercourse of 
the two ladies. A sudden shQwer of rain, 
drove nearly the whole assemblage of fe- 
juale spectators from ^the ground, and 



amongst the rest, the in'cogM^ti^ Bhd fier 
friends. 

Lord Rotbbiu^'s carriage waaf easily con- 
verted into a covered vehicle^ and \trhen 
the servants had completed the ope^ation^ 
their master sent to desire that Major 
Monthermer would come and take a seat 
witiiin it^ and net es^pos^ himself to the 
danget of getting wet. JuRus- received a 
dndilar invitation; which, with a laugh, he: 
declined ; and putting sl^m^s- ttt» his^ horsltf, 
reaiched the vilfar long before any of the 
party. 

A ne9¥ trial here awaited A(fela ; bat it 
Was one in which the affections bf her heart 
DTer^ so much c^ted Ibtth^ that it wore 
none of the wearfscfmfe characferistfcs at- 
tached to h& lafe musical persecution. 

lier father, whilst out riding during their 
absence, had been seized with a giddiness 
id his iiead, which had caused him to drop 
stoddeuly from his horse. He wias taken" up 
by his gtoom, and an' assisting labourer 
wfe(^ ha!ppened to be passifig, and convejred 
ioseAsible, but not severely injured, to 
the nearest house. There he had been 
l^toodedy and s^Miie time afterwards, was 
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gently remoYdd in hisi ousrni cderfiogc, to the 
viUa. 

At the time whed Juikis reached home, 
nothiDgof thiaacciniientwas knoMim' amongst 
the domesticsy and he prooeeded without 
suspicion to his ownv apartmeiart^ ix^ change 
hi$ drifipiffis garmeiitts. 

£utdn poor Adelald dieting) the first 
obfect she bcheid in tbe hativ . was het fyr 
ther^ pale aind fafiitv resting' oh tvM tset-^ 
vzntSf and sl^wrly erossnig it tXM reach htl 
own stodf. 

The trembling agitsrtimf with which) ^a 
Bpnng forward at this: »ight-^l^e tendes 
and nnatfeeted darns her covatenance dis*^ 
played^ appeared td touch Mr«> C}e?dhwM^ 
and dres^ &om bid) asfenraoces^ that he fM 
hiilis^tf afaready codsidisrably beltev^ and 
beped^ after a little redt| to be perfectly 
restored* 

Bot hit piedietiotti^ Were longesr in reri^ 
fying than the ^ogoiite wbhes of Adel^ 
had led her to expects During nearly ^ 
foTtm^ti. her father wa» confined to his 
poom ; and even when he left it* a languor 
and feefoknesa still hung about him^ that! 
seienied to bid difiaAce to the moat 
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rienced professional skill, and resisted alike 
the salutary effects of air, exercise, niedi-* 
cine, or cheerful society. 

The fortitude that enabled him to bear, 
with' manly composure, the beginning of 
the seizure,^ was not proof against its lin- 
gering continuance. He grew hourly more 
fretful and impatient. Adela was his con- 
stant . and indefatigable attendant ; yet, 
though miserable or irritated if he missed 
her au instan^ nothing that she did, no- 
thing that she even proposed, appeared to 
yield him any gratification. Harassing as 
such unconquerable petulance might some* 
times be to her spirits, if any circumstance 
could soften it, it was the conviction which 
her excellent understanding gave her, that 
in despite of it all, she was, in fact, be- 
coming (imperceptibly even to himself) an 
object of greater interest to him every day. 
He would acknowledge no pleasure in re- 
ceiving her attentions : but the attentions 
of any other were not even permitted. 

At her, if he never smiled — at every one 
else he decidely frowned. His eye anxious- 
ly followed her ; — his ear, whenever she 
wa$ absent, listened for her returning foot*- 
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steps-^and though he seemed to disdain 
whatever she suggested, he did nothing / 
"without requiring her opinion. From these 
symptoms, ungracious as they were, she 
extracted hope sufficient to support her 
with courage through her task, and to flat- 
ter her, that as his health amended, she 
iiiight reasonably look forward to amended 
days— days when she should not merely be 
tolerated, but loved. She sought not the 
meed of gratitude for her services ; they 
were her father's right, and her own first 
and most indispensible duty; yet, if they 
could awaken affection, how richly would 
they be repaid ! 

Julius, who at the beginning of Mr. 
Qevelarid's illness, had shewn a solicitude 
nearly as great as her own, and abstained 
from almost ever quitting the house, find- 
ing that not only his convalescence was 
slow, but that Adela was obviously a more 
important personage in the sick room than 
himself, gradually relaxed in his assiduities, 
and soon left to her nearly the whole weight 
of attendance. ^^ You are defrauding me," 
he laughingly observed to her, " of all the 
hard-earned laurels I won, in the character 

f5 
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of a nurse, when my father \*^a^ HI at 
Bath. Hfe grumbles at you— bii* he pxefersp 
you to any body about him, I &hal) caosigiif 
him, therefore, to your ca¥*, aftd since 
you have succeeded fn routing, me from the 
field, have only to hope, that you wiH tri- 
umph with moderation, and that the first 
favouf which I have to solicit, you will 
getiercusly aid me with your interest in ob- 
taining/' 



CHAP. VII. 



CONFLAOEATION. 



Whilst thus meritoriously devoting her- 
self to almost perpetual assiduity in her fa- 
ther's room, Adela was at once gratified, 
perplexed and amazed, at the pertinacious^ 
continuance of Lord Enncrdalc's corres- 
pondence. How hiS letters gained access 
to her toilet table, she was unable to form 
the most distant conjecture. Amy had re- 
ceived instructions to refuse undertaking 
their conveyance, and Amy, who was truth, 
itself, solemnly protested that she ha4 



(howevei unwUIiogly) obeyed the rigorauSv 
decree. A»Kmg&t the other domestics, it; 
wasi unpleasant to sets on foot inquiries 
wbich^ perhapf, would but serve to publish; 
to a/4 what was now known only to a f^Wj, 
that is, her having any private eorresponr; 
dent whatever. She was better satisfied,! 
therefore, to rest in uncertainty. 

Yet the letters themselves, by whomso^ 
ever deposited,, constituted infinitely hec 
greatest objects of tribulation^ Ignorant 
of Mr. Cleveland's illnessy Lord Ennerdale 
desisted not from pleadings in the most im«- 
passioned language, the cause which h& 
had touched upon (though in a manner so- 
much more guarded) at the opening of tho 
correspondence ; and Adela, shocked by his 
urgency at a time when her best feelings a^ 
a daughter were all ealled forth^ thought o£ 
bis arguments with unfeigned condemna«> 
tion, and with hourly encreasing convictiofif 
of their fallacy.. Was this a period to talk 
to her of deserting her post? Was this a 
moment to discuss any projects of aban*^ 
doning her father ? 

Yet exhortations of such a nature, con i 
tinually reiterated, and proceeding fioai 
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one whom she so truly loved, were calcu- 
lated, she feared, to be but too dangerous 
to her principles^ and too alluring to her 
imagination^ Every time Mr. Cleveland 
spoke to her with harshness — every time he 
looked at her with unkindness — ^was quick 
to take offence, and hard to appease ; these 
tormenting letters, whatever she did to 
drive them from her mind, imperiously re- 
curred to it. They haunted her in her 
dreams, they pursued her throijgh the day; 
" and,** as she wrote to Lord Ennerdale, 
^ robbed her of power to snatch from any 
** of the alleviating circumstances her si- 
^^ tuation occasionally presented, the com* 
" fort she should otherwise have derived 
^* from them. The height of happiness he 
^* vainly proposed to her, took from all 
** blessings else, their value and their 
** charm." She concluded by affirming, 
that, at so ili-timed a moment, it was really 
cruel to expose her to such co»flicts : be- 
sought him generously to forbear writing 
again ; or, should he still persist, bade him 
be prepared tp find his letters returned in a 
hlank cover — unopened ! 
This was a threat which she scarcely be* 
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Ikved herself capable of fulfilli ng : but which 
at all events^ might produce a change in 
his style of writiug, .essentially beneficial 
to her peace. 

Mr. Cleveland was now sufficiently re- 
covered t^ take exercise in the garden^ and 
to walk about the house without requiring 
support. A few days after Adela had dis- 
patched her last decisive answer to the 
Earl^ \vhilst she sat at work in one of the 
ground-floor rooms, and Julius was reading 
to her some ridiculous story in the newspa- 
per, their father, who had go»e up stairs 
to prepare for his first airing, suddenly re- 
joined thtm, with a countenance much 
ru£9ed, and holding in his hand an un- 
opened letter. 

He extended it to his daughter as he ap- 
proached, saying, in a tone of sharp inter- 
rogation — " Who is this from ?'* 

All the blood in her veins seemed torush 
into her cheeks, at this unexpected interro- 
gation, and trembling as she glanced her 
eye towards the direction, it was some con- 
solation to her to perceive, that it was 
written in a hand wholly new to her. Yet, 
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she but too readily conrjectored the qtiafter 
whence it came^ and faintly answered) — 

^* I do not know. Sir.'* 

*^ Open it, then," resumed her fatAer 
sternly. 

She did so; as well as her shaking handff 
would enable her^ and without surprise^ 
though with the deepest consternation^' 
found all her apprehensions realized, and 
saw, once more, the weU-known characters 
of Lord Ennerdak. 

Speechless, and changing colour every 
moment, she had no courage to look up,, 
and the letter dropped from her hand to the 
floor — 

" Again I ask you, who is it from r" im-^ 
periously resumed Mr. Cleveland. 

She faltered, her Hps quivered— *yct, dis- 
tressed as she was, she tremulously, but with- 
out equivocattion, answered-— 

Iti^, sir, from— -Lord Ennerdale.** 
And this," indignantly observed he, 
" this you suffer in defiance of my known 
disapprobation ? This you have neither 
the decency nor the honour to forbear per- 
mitting under my very roof? A cIandeK« 
tine correspondence carried on by any 
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young, w^iaaa with a suitoi her fkmily re* 
jectB^ in oansurable and disgracefu;! : in you 
stoeh a breach of propriety is a flagrant act 
of ingratitude and depravity I Who is it 
that you afFe thus encouraging? Not mere- 
ly ooe whom I have commanded you to re- 
iiouace> but the direst foe of your best 
and naost disinterested friend — ^the very 
man who once sought to destroy your bro- 
ther r 

Then, pausii^ a moment, and alternately 
surveying the prostrate epistle, and his of- 
fending daughter, he presently, in a tone of 
sarcasm, added— 

^' These respectable missives, I presume, 
have been frequent ? Do you receive them 
daily?" 

" No indeed, sir,'* in a low voice replied 
the mortified Adela. 

** At all events, their number, probably,, 
is pretty considerable ! Now, Adela," con- 
tinued he, with great severity, ^ hear me 
attentively. I, at this moment, renew, and 
more absolutely than ever enforce, my pro- 
hibition of Lord Ennerdale's addresses* I 
fofbid you, on pain of my irreconcileable 
displeasure, to hold any species of commu- 
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nication with him. I command you to 
destroy, in my presence, all his formet 
letters, and to return the one just received 
(unread) in a blank cover/* 

This last proposal, was not so wholly new 
to her imagination as to be utterly insup- 
portable; but the order to destroy every 
vestige of a correspondence so precious 
though so trying to her feelings, wrung her 
heart with anguish. She looked up at her 
father with an air of timid intercession, 
which was answered, however, only by a 
frowning reiteration of his commands, and 
rising slowly to go in search of the de* 
voted packet, he detained her to add— 

^' Assure me, on your solemn word of 
honour, that to whatever number these 
letters may amount, you will bring them 
all !" 

Scarcely able to speak, she indistinctly 
murmured forth a sighing — ** I will, sir," 
and was suffered to proceed. 

What passed in her mind as she ascended 
to her room, as she drew from her escrutoir 
the proscribed letters, and, lingering over 
them, pressed them, as if to take a last 
farewell, to her heart and to her lips,, it 
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would be vain to attempt describing. She 
heard herself impatiently called, ere she 
could bear to terminate this sorrowing de- 
lay, and re-entered her father's presence with 
the pale and reluctant aspect of one about 
to sacrifice the dearest possession of her 
heart. 

Mr. Cleveland met her at the door, and 
seeing that the letters (for which he eagerly 
looked) were in her hand, he bade her open 
and throw them beneath the grate. Then 
ringing for a lighted taper, he put it in her 
trembling grasp, and ordering her to set fire . 
to them herself, insisted upon her standing 
by to s«e them consumed ! 
' A sigh, almost amounting to a groan, es- 
' caped her ! For the first time since this 
scene had begun, a sensation of anger 
mingled itself .with the bitterness of her 
regret. Yet, she had too much forbear- 
ance or too much pride to utter any useless 
supplications ; she even commanded her 
tears, and applying the flame to the quick* 
]y-kind1ing papers, stood, with a sort of 
torpid dismay, to witness their rapid con- 
flagration. 
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When it was completed, " you may wish 
perhaps/' said Mr. Clereland^ •' to kno\r 
how, atid where, I intercepted the letter 
which still remains^ One of the hfi^rior fe* 
ntadftt domestics, probably brtbed by yom 
honourable lover, was endeavouring, as I 
passed your room in the way to my own, to. 
iiisrauate it under your door, wbrcfa she had 
vainly attempted to open. I comtpeUed her 
to^ sttvrender it-^andi this very tlay sho wiU 
be dismissed froitl itiy sertice. Are these 
ciorctinMstaEtces to do credit to a young lady's 
rqputatio0?'^Are they tisks which it isi 9^ 
nerous ta expmean )giH»-ant servant to in- 
cur ? — Have you no comfanction for the 
miacbief you have brought upon bcr ?— 
The necessary severity you have forced me 
to exert ?" 

'^ I ha^ve, at least, great a^id sificere sor« 
row for it T' cried Adlela earnestly, and a(- 
most forgetting, in this- poor girl's cause, 
her own distuFbance, ^' Is it quite forbidden 
me to spealk m lier behalf P-^^Quite impossi* 
ble to proGU'te her pardon? Ah, surely, "she 
mentally added, ^' I have amply purchased 
the right to obtain it !'* 
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^* Dismiss the shadow of such a hope 
from youp mind ! Her sentence is irrevoca- 
ble. There is no servant in the house 
whom I would not discaFrd for a similar of- 
fence! Be thankful that your own Amy is 
not the ' detected trespasser. But why is 
your door kept locked ? '* 

Adela, to* prevent the secret istroductioa 
o£ any &ture letters^ had recently charged 
Amy never to quit her apartment witfaowt 
securing it from intriidei^, and had no 
th€9Bs of eateriing it herself but by a pre^ 
vum^ applaNUtion to her attenda(nt for tkm 
kc^v She was u/owillan^^ however, to maker 
an avowal so little calculated' to ^in belief,^ 
and suffered hetr father to caiiclude that tlie 
circuiffstance was accidental.' 

He m>w called upon ber to terminate the 
whole BXhk^ by placing in an envelope^ 
sealing, and directing nnder his own eye^ 
the letter which he had; sentenced her to 
return unopened When, with a heavy 
hearty she had concluded this operation, the 
carriage ii»tvhfch he purposed taking an air^ 
ingy was announced. He immediately put 
the newly-inclosed dispatch in his pockety 
called for his hat^ and quitted the room. 
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Julius had been a silent auditor, (not 
spectator) of this whole transaction. Near- 
ly from its commencement, he had conceal^ 
ed his face upoii his arms as they rested on 
a table, and not once did he look up, till 
hearing Mr. Cleveland shut the door, he 
arose, took his sister affectionately in his 
arms, and said with great emotion, " Adela, 
iny dearest Adela, you have the. temper of 
an angel V^ 

The unexpected kindness of this ad- 
dress quite overpowered her, and she wept 
upon his shoulder like an infant. Tears 
started to his own eyes, and for some mo- 
ments, they were equally unable to speak : 

My sweet sister," cried he, at length, 
'^ take comfort ! — Such unconditional sub- 
mission, such unexampled gentleness, must 
force its way to the sternest bosom ! Adela, 
forgive my passi veuess, my apparently heart- 
less passiveness, throughout this odious 
scene! I have interfered, many a time, 
upou points infinitely less material ; but, on 
this occasion, I had no power to step for- 
ward. Yet, believe me, I felt for you most 
keenly ! I could no more bear to see lasting 
sorrow inflicted upon you, than I could en- 
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dure to suffer it myself. Trust to time, and 
your own meritorious conduct for the resto- 
ration of your happiness ; and in me, dear- 
est girl, fatal to it as I have hitherto been, 
behold, henceforward, only a true friend.'* 

'* My kind Julius," cried Adela, *^ in 
what other light, on many of the most im- 
portant occurrences of my life, have I ever 
had reason to consider you ? I have no words 
to tell you, how gratefully I prize such a 
•friend — nor how consolatory it has often 
been to me, to find in your looks so much 
sympathy and affection. But, Julius, what 
can be done for the poor young woman, 
•whose dismission I have so Unintentionally 
caused?" • 

" Hang her, an awkward d-~l !'* exelaim- 
cd he, " what business had she to fancy her- 
self qualified for the part of an intriguing 
•chambermaid? Her blundering clumsiness 
has occasioned all the disasters of the morn- 
»ing. The best thing which we can do for 
her, is to expedite her departure, that she 
may avoid the reproaches she so justly 
merits; and, ^t the same time, let us de- 
voutly hope she will send none of her own 
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stupid iface to 9pply &x thjs ppsrt she vi^- 
.qaites." 

. But i;H>tw)t|b$<;acLdi«(g ^tibe^Fetendied Iii9i^- 
.Qfs$ of thris ^e<?ch, het^r^w into his ^ister'js 
lap tf^o or three ^\k\ne»^ jto s^nd tp t})^ dj^- 
vCapded 4aB[isel by Aiiay, and bidding >her 
liwewel tiU dinner-time^ inarched off. 

Adela, since her r^e^id^n^^e with her f^ 
ther> had received ^ consideriahle qiciieasf 
jof aUowanc^ ; and now, Hiore jl|han doubling 
the .sum which Julius had Ijeft in her h^n<^ 
she hastened to nsiaj^is iVifoy the disjtribute^: 
of their joint liberality. 

M:r. Clevelanc}, ^n \vfi return honie^ ad- 
dressed his dav^hjtj^^ aod m /all re^piepjU 
behaved to her, as if the affair of the a^oi^ 
ifig had nev£x occurJ*ed. Hi^ nephew Tal- 
bot arrived in the levening to take up his 
abode at the villa (as was dow frequently 
th^ case) for some days» Adeja and Juliu3 
welcomed Siuch an ananatey at the pre$ei3.t 
juncture, with mpre than usual pleasure; 
ZBd the hojspitabl^ reception he obtained 
from al} parties, gave an .animation to his 
looks, and impar4;^d a deli^sive joy tp his 
heart, which he sqarc()y ki^w hpw to dis- 
semble. 
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Talbotj wirth j^ fefYouT l^r $iar}»us30)g 
If lendjaihij), had loved Adela .almost fr^oa «. 
^ild. Yet suecif^toffied to the exeroi^e of 
^h^ sti^dieat sQlfneammaiid/jaixd aware of 
aM the ^iffiwUlfis lyJQg 1>efQre hi p^ he had, 
w.H;h uaeicaiiipled .ciaQoumap^ctjioQ^ wpeeeidf 
ad m disguii»Qg ftom ^evle^y leye, 1>ut ths* of 
the keen-sighjted J^if»»^ th§ symptof^s df 
his attachment: and forming no plan, 
ihottgh )Qourisiiii3g a thoitaan4 altei^iiate 
jhopes aad feai% he had quietly ^vatchod the 
|mtgi^9 of events^aBd whether adverse or 
pf opitiotts^ tf i»$*ed -wholly to them the deei- 
•Aioa^his fate. 

Xord Eniijerdale's prete»$ioiiSj and the re- 
]>ul$e which they had QncK^ntered^ were 
/equally well known to him. He now he- 
held Adela disengaged, and exempt, if not 
from all. attachment, at least fiom all soU- 
eoAation. Ko £ivQiired successor had stt^- 
:ped forward to rapiace the £arl ; aud^ re- 
moved, from the puhlic eye^ ishe was here 
•an object neither of piursuit nor observation. 
Theibrilliant visiona which her noble loverys 
persevering assiduities imight have ledhor 
to indulge, would, in this. retirement, hav^ 
leisure to fade and disappear ; and though 
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Talbot had no means of judging of the ex- 
act state of her present feelings, yet,' from 
the general placidity of her demeanour, he 
thought there was reason to hope, that her 
obedience to Mr. Cleveland's will was un- 
attended by any of that extreme wretched- 
ness which would make it presumptuous in 
him. to declare his sentiments. 

In adopting this opinion, he reflected not, 
that in many cases it might be wise to judge 
of others by liimself. His character had in 
it nothing artificial ; yet no man was more 
successful in concealing from those around 
him, the mental conflicts he sustained— the 
fluctuations between joy and despondency, 
doubt and confidence which succeeded each 
other in his mind. Adela possessed the 
same power in a yet more eminent degree. 
She deemed it weak, if not disgraceful, to 
let every casual observer read in her coun- 
tenance the sorrow of disappointed love ; 
and she thought it culpable not to repress 
ID private as well as public, the encroach- 
ments of discontent. Murmurs which she 
dared not vent before Mr. Cleveland, she 
struggled to subdue. when alone. She per- 
petually endeavoured to bear in mind, ho^ 
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little right she had to " condition about 
events;" — ^how much it was her duty to 
weigh the good with the evil, and how 
probable it wasj liiat when both were fairly 
estimated, the good (in her own case as in 
so maqy others) would be found to prepon- 
derate^ The reconcilisitiott with Her father, 
assuredly was a blessing of which his rejec- 
tion of Lord Ennerdale ought not to render 
her insensible; and the encreasing kindness 
of her brother, was a source of happiness 
ivhkfh she needed still less effort to value as 
it deserved. *But, that from all this, re- 
sulted perfeot indtfierence to what she had 
lost— complete forgetfulness of avowed af- 
fectioB, or total renunciation of every lurk-, 
ing %ope, it were vain to assert. Her re- 
signation Was unmixed with apathy; her 
coBopoisaTe originated m no dtspositrou to 
change, or even to waver. 

Talbot had aoundcd hrs father's present 
sentiments upon the subject of the declara<* 
tion which he nfieditated ; and had joyfully 
iKrsGovered, that many of the objections 
which would heretofore have been made to 
his choice, were, bytfee alteration in Adela's 
circttinstances^ now done away. 

VOL. V* G 
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The General, indeed, would have wished 
his son, in marrying, to have ainned at giv- 
ing new consequence to himself and his fa- 
mily, by the extension of his connexions, 
and the enlargement of his influence, 
amongst people of opulence and power* 
Yet, indolent, and not hard of heart, he 
thought that it was scarcely worth while 
to refuse his consent to a match which, 
(though inferior to his own views of ambi- 
tion,) would constitute Talbot's felicity,, 
and now presented on the score either of 
Sortuue or birth, pothing to which he could 
easonably object. Already partial to his 
iiiece, he therefore finally concluded, that 
the best and least troublesome mode of pro- 
ceeding, would be to receive her cheerfully 
as his daughter, on conditioQ that she 
should obtain, from the well-stored coffers 
of Mr. Cleveland V a portion equal to that 
which he had bestowed upon her two 
jsisters. 

Thus authorised, Talbot began his opera- 
ions, by an unreserved disclosyre to Julius 
of the purport of his visit : 

^^ I will make no application," cried he, 
"to your father, till I have had some con- 
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ference with Adela — ^and if she rejects, or 
bids me delay my suit, I will depart, without 
giving him reason to surmise the motive 
which brought me/* 

" Then, my good fellow," bluntly but 
kindly replied Julius, ^* k^ep your walking- 
^tafr at hand to depart, whenever it suits 
you, as unsatisfied as you came ! In your 
life you never sallied forth on a more boot- 
less errand ! Adela is as much devoted to 
Ennerdale as ever--and my father, to be 
honest with you, if he disturbs her projects 
of faith and constancy by proposing any 
other man, has an object in his eye, whose 
pretensions will form as insuperable a bar 
to yours, ' as those of Ennerdale him* 
self."— 

Talbot, much alarmed, besought him to 
be more explicit. 

" I assure you,** resesumed Julius, ** you 
are only urging me to give you the heart- 
ache! Adela is a dear and admirable crea- 
ture, and I can easily believe that any mSn 
who loves her as she ought to be loved, 
must suffer severely when convinced that 
he has nothing to hope. We have,'* con-i 

G2 
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tinued he, ^ a cofafound&d 6ld heighboar, 
Lord Rothbuiy, I mean—a worthy soul, 
toO^ IB the inain^ bist^ unfbrtanaitely, he 
has a nephew, or a tetlth codsio, iibW 6ii a 
visit to hiifi, whdni hfe designs for his heir, 
and for whom he Wishes much to negocrate 
a match with- my sister. ^ The good girl sv^^ 
pects nbthing of the miatter ; but |)relimi« 
nari^ have been disciftssM by the two e1^ 
ders j and I ^very day ekj^t tb hear th4 
business gravely ai^ounoed to her, and t6 
see the frnidrhifig stYoke given io all her ex'^ 
pectations of being allowed to enjby, uth 
disturbed, her (present ample mei^sure of tri« 
butation/' 

Here evaporated withdtit a prospect of 
renewal, all Talbot's ideal felicity, and the 
diffidehce which he had bo fecentl}r s&alc^n 
off, resumed its accustomed {^ace in his 
mind, accbnipknied by the keenest isegtet 
at the'aggravated inquietede which he fbund 
was preparing for the object ofhis attach- 
ment. 

** And have yon," cried ho, 'Vwhote in- 
ftuencfe wa^ so great whdn the rejectioli of 
Lord JSniierdale ^as m t|uestt0ii) ao 9scknr 
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4ppcy over your fi^i^jer on the present ocr 
cwiop ?— Will you do every thing foic thft 
gratification pjf what ought to have )^^n Vk 
obsolete and ekpjloded pjqju<iice, and no- 
thing fcir the prfserv^tion of Adda's pe^e^ 
of mipd ?'' 

^\ You ane talking, honest friend, of what 
you do not at all understand 1 1 exertei^ not 
the smallest influence in the affair of £n- 
nerdale^s dismission. I was out of town at 
the time, and wholly unsuspicious of what 
was passing. Yet, I do not deny, that my 
father thought he was acting in conformity 
to my wishes, and smothered hi$ ambitioa 
chiefly to avoid giving any shock to my vin- 
dictive humour. Qn this very account, I 
feel the less confidence of success in uudec i 
taking to counteract his present scheme. 
He may choose to tell me» that the sacri- 
fice which he made to my fastidiousness of 
(me titled son-in-law, is enough : and the 
reversionary prospects of this new preten- 
der, he will probably he so far from disdain- 
ing, that they may appear to him desirable 
indemnifications for the honpuri in pP93ear 
sion which he so magnanimously declined/ 
Another thing, my dear Talbpt, I wiU 
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frankly confide to yooT discretion. My 
own concerns, just -at this time, are in so 
ticklish a position ; the credit which you 
think I might exert for Adela, I may per- 
haps so soon be taught to find insufficient 
for myself, that I foresee a much greater 
probability of requiringy than of being in 
any predicament to perform the good offices 
of an interposing friend." 

He then entered into a detailed explana* 
tion of the difficulties that encompassed 
him^ which filled his attentive auditor with 
amazement and concern. Having ended 
the strange narration, and listened with 
unusual patience to all Talbot's grave but 
friendly representations, he thus terminated 
the conversation : — 

** I have carved out my own perplexities, 
and furnished the materials myself for the 
pile of embarrassment, doubt, and anxiety, 
which I must now either craftily under- 
mine, or batter dovni in the open face of 
day ! The consciousness of having been 
the architect of so intricate a structure, by 
no means encreases for it my veneration ; 
and every impediment to its demolition 
which may be opposed to my efibrts, will 
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heighten my regret for having ever reared 
it. We thoughtlessly, or rather uncon- 
sciously, * weave the warp> and weave the 
woof ' of our own destiny; but, in disco- 
vering the fatal misapplication of our in- 
dustry, the stings of self-reproach consti- 
tute, perhaps, the severest portion of our 
wretchedness. How I shall weather the 
storm which I first rashly excited, and 
then^ yet more rashly, exposed myself to 
struggle against^ it is not for one so dim* 
sighted into futurity, to decide. I have 
energy, however, though but. little pru- 
dence ; and a sanguine spirit, though now^ 
at times^ a somewhat timorous imagina- 
tion. If I fail, Talbot ! — But avaunt with 
such gloomy^ such hateful forebodings! 
— Give me your good wishes, my dear 
fellow ; — ^if I demand then, give me even 
your services — ^and, above all, be trusty, 
and be secret." 
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CHAP. vin. 



TUTORING. 



SOHX time elapsed after the destruction of 
Lord Enoerdale's letters, before Adela re- 
ceived intelligence of him through any 
channel whatever^ or was even enabled to 
form a conjecture how he had borne the 
contemptuous restitution which she had 
jnenaced^ and then been compelled to 
make. 

At length a letter arrived from Mrs. So- 
merville, the contents of which infiieted 
upon her the most piercing uneasiness. 

*^ It would be cruel/' said the considerate 
Elinor, ^^ to reproach you,* my loved sister, 
for an act which we are all convinced 
you performed h/ authorify^^^nthority 
not to be disputed. How Lord Enner" 
dale obtained his information, he refuses 
to explain : but he seems well acquainted 
with some recent transactions at your 
villa, and submits with a better grace 
than I expected to the mortifying treat- 









* mmt which his poor letter r^eceived. I. 
'* »htj«ld tril ypu, th^t he^ had principally 
^rict^o it to dolidt your pardon for the 
eK\}Te^$ioif.s which h<ad gi>TU y(^ 3u^h 
^ dirje oSisme ip his preceding ones, 
r* He arriy£id at his froiivniiig edifice in 
Qur vicinity Ust nig})^. L<kdy Is9^)Ia 
and Mr. Annesley had trttveUed with 
*' him ; but he left them both to nji^ke the 
*^ best of thejr novd situations and came >ta 
^^ us ainijost the instajsM: he sjteppeid from 
*^ his carriage. 

** And now, Adela> let me ask you : have 
*•* you amongst your surrounding neigh- 
^^ hours, a ^ajar I^ionthermeri related to, 
and su^p€>aed to be the heir of Lord 
ViscouHct Rothhury? How chances it, 
*• my dear girl, that you have never men- 
** tioAed him to me? Are the frightful 
*^ reports <;irculated respecting his views in 
" being so frequently your visitor, un- 
*' known to you ? Is it false that lie is an 
^^ agreeable and a prepossessing map r Is 
" it equally false th^t he is a paiticuhtr 
^* favourite with my father, and that i*j* 
** signs, wholly subversive of our bt,. :r 
*^ hopes^ are entertained in his behalJ: ! i 
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•* tremble for you if these rumours are 
*^ true! — ^Yet, Adela, remember, for one 
^ year^ at leasts }rour sacred word is pledged 
** to remain free ! No threats^ no terrors 
•* ought to impel you to perjury. Plead 
" this promise, be firm in maintaining it ; 
•^ and confound not the merit of subnris- 
* sion to lawful commands, with the 
*• weakness of consenting to become trea- 
^ cherous, and to incur dishonour. 

** All here are in the utmost anxiety 
•* upon this truly alarming subject. Write 
" immediately. Suspense, which Lord 
'^ Ennerdale quotes high authority for as- 
^^ serting to be the only insupportable mis- 
'* fortune of life, makes strange havoc 
^^ upon his spirits and his looks, and adds 
•' not much^ you will believe, to the sere- 
•* nity of either Mr. Somerville or myself. 
" This last-named friend sends you his 
** most cordial love. — ^Adieu." 

Adela still held this letter in her hand, 
and was painfully ruminating upon its pur- 
port, when she was joined in the garden, 
whither she had fled to read it, by the per- 
son to whom it principally related — Majof 
MoAthermer. 



TRAITS OF NATURE. 131 

Jtherto his presence^ though not pre- 
_ cisely a matter of indiiFerence to her (since 
^he admired his manners and conversationi 
and felt inclined to approve all that she 
knew of his character), had neyer excited 
in her any other emotion than -that of pla- 
cid good-will. But with this letter, repre- 
senting him in a point of view so unde- 
sired, still before her eyes, she could not 
now behold him without experiencing a 
degree of confusion which the most undis- 
Gerning observer must have perceived. It 
certainly escaped not the notice of her- 
present companion ; yet he abstained from 
making upon it any remark, and hastened 
to inform her, with some symptoms of risi- 
bility in his countenance, that he had been 
sent by Mr. Cleveland to commiinirate a 
project to her, which it was earnestly hoped 
she would sanction with her approbation : 
" Your father,'* continued he, *' has heard 
-me accidentally mention, that during my 
residence in India, I gave, some attention 
to, and niade some progress in the study of 
the Persian language. Shall I now tell 
you, Miss Cleveland, what his proposal to- 
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me has been, in consequence of this very 
undesigning avowal ?" 

Adela begged he would speak plainly, 
and he thus went on-— 

^^ I am required, if your consent can be 
obtained, to commence your instructor 
m this useAil branch of female knowledge." 

Laughing, but incredulous^ Adela now 
replied — 

'' My father certainly meant this singu- 
lar advantage for my cousin Barbara f He 
knows how superfluous it would be to offet 
it to me. I have ndther inclination, me^ 
mory, nor capacity for any such under* 
taking/^ 

"Yet assure yourself, that you are the 
person I was directed to address. Mr; 
Cleveland says he is too nervous at present 
to bear the sound of music, and therefore 
designs, that the time which you used to 
dedicate to that pursuit shall be now trans- 
ferred to the acquirement of this liovel 
accomplishment. I l^igh,*' proceeded the 
Major, '^ but not so much at the thing it* 
self, as at the surprise which I anticipated 
it would occasion you^ and now perceive 
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that ymi fe«l. But, rather than hazard a 
remonstrancie, agree to endure the tran-» 
$iei]t torment of H)y le^^ans; I will not 
make them very eerious or tedious evils; 
and there is reason to hope that the en? 
thusiasiB for Eastern learning, whieh insti^ 
gated their being proposed, will speedily 
subside." 

A disagreeable plan could scarcely have 
been set forth in less forbidding colours. 
Adela felt and acknowledged herself obliged 
to the Major for seeking to palliate its irk-^ 
someness with such good nature ; and after 
some further jdiscussion of the absurd pro- 
posal, suffered herself to be prevailed upon 
to accompany him into the house^ and 
make known to her father that she was at 
least willing to try the new scheme. 

But Major Monthermer, could she have 
read his heart, would not have appealed te 
her so whblly undesigning as he was desirous 
to be supposed. 

It is true^ the project he announced to 
her, and seemed to attach so little importi- 
ance to, was originally suggested by her 
father; but the Major had been most ready 
io ahet and encourage it; and secr^etly ex« 
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ulted in the opportunities of daily inter- 
course which it would give him with an 
object he so greatly admired, and to whose 
good opinion he was so solicitous to recom- 
mend himself. 

Too much a man of the world to be of 
very enthusiastic feelings, Monthermer, 
generally speaking, dealt more in gay flat- 
tery to women than in fervent and sincere 
tenderness. Lord Rothbury wished him^ar* 
nestly to marfy; he had himself, originally, 
no wishes pointing in the same direction. 
Having retained his freedom till the age of 
thirty-four, and been accustomed, alter- 
nately, to the bustle of a camp, the convi- 
viality of male society, or the retirement of 
a man learned in classical as well as military 
knowledge, he saw no charms in the pro- 
posal of obtaining a companion for life, 
whom his habits- and pursuits had left him 
50 little leisure to deem essential to happi- 
ness. Rather than offend his noble kins*- 
man, however, he endeavoured to manifest 
as little repugnance to the proposal as he 
could, and wisely strove to lesign himself 
to inevitable Tiecessity. 

The information, after two or three mr 
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tervicws with Adela» that she was the lady 
his relation had it in meditation to accom- 
plish his union with, considerably altered 
the tone of his feelings, and facilitated his 
task of appearing perfectly acquiescent. 
She made a. deeper impression upon his 
mind» and exalted more highly hi|,estima- 
tion of the power of her sex to awaken 
esteem^ and secure attachment^ than any 
other female he had ever conversed with. 

More in love than it was^either quite 
pleasant to acknowledge, or quite easy to 
feel, he detached himself from the society 
of her who had caused this revolution as 
little as possible ; evinced great anxiety to 
hear whether the negociation hinted at by 
Lord Rothbury was likely to prosper; and 
by unremitted assiduities, sought gradually 
to propitiate the fair enslaver, whom it 
was become so much his interest to court 
and serve. 

The consternation of Talbot, on behold* 
ing the Major installed with such ease and 
promptness in his new office, could only be 
equalled by the surprise with which Julius 
learnt the readiness with which his sister 
had concurred ixi so preposterous an ar- 



ISS TBAIT8 OF KATrit£* 

rang^nent : *^ Do you l^nov/' said he, with 
his usual iinpetuo&ityy ^^ what you are about, 
Adela ? Do you know that you are encou- 
raging this man to fall in love with you, 
and giving him reasoa to suppose that yoii 
like it ? In the De*— I's name, what have 
you to do with his Persian pothooks, and 
his grammars and dictionaries, and pre-* 
tended zeal for your instruction ? Don't 
you see that it is all a concerted thiiig be- 
tween him and ray father, to bring you 
oftener together, and to accustom you by 
decrees to relish his assiduities?'' 

" Something of tbis^ kind I do indeed 
apprehend/* frankly, thoilgh with much 
disturbance, replied Adela ; ^' but not, my 
dear Julius, from the Majgr, who really 
seems to have no other view than to oblige 
my father; and, like myself, I believe, 
thinks that the scheme might well have 
been dispensed with. He has never, by 
word or look, given mt reason to imagine 
he either wii>hed to inspire, or himself en- 
tertained, any stror.ger regard for me than 
that of a social Dfighbour, arid a general 
friend to the fauiily." 

^^ f iddle-fackiie, qonsense ! What should 



TRAITS OF NATURE* 157 

mal^e him a general friend to the family) 
He has hardly known us a tnoBth, and 
certainly would be pei fectly excusable^ w^ra 
he to hear, without caring three strawf 
about the matter, that we were all to be 
banged or drowned to-morrow! — all the 
male part of the household I mean. As 
for yoU| whether it be a matter of triumph 
or regret to you, I know not ; but he asr 
wred, you are by no me^ns an object of 
equal indifference to him. I therefpr^ 
look upon it a« obo of thd most reprehen- 
sible actions of your whole life, to have so 
quietly sanetioaed the plan which has adt 
mitted him to audh an establisihed degree 
of intimacy ia this houae. I speak thus^ 
ppoo the suppcudtion that you have no de^ 
sign to accept him : the case is different 
if, on that point, your mind ia at alt in 
suspense.'* 

^^ Yoii so little believe in the probability 
of such a circumstance/' cried Adela» 
greatly hurt by this intimation* -^ that to 
make any disclaiming professions^ would 
only be unneoessarily losing time* fiut 
anxious as I am at once to conduct myself 
with iatfgrity towards Major Monthermer« 
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and fo escape the misery of incensing my 
father, you must acknowledge, dear Jm* 
lius^ that I have a most arduous part to 
perform." 

** You must Jet honesty gain the as- 
cendant over cowardice. All this tempo- 
rizing is not only blameable^ as it tends to 
mislead Monthermer, but as it manifestly 
threatens to be injurious to your own in- 
terests. Speak plainly to my father whilst 
it is yet time — tell him. ..." 

" I dare tell him nothing,** interrupted 
Adela, ** unless interrogated ; and even 
then, such is my dread of losing the little 
(the very little) ground I have gained with 
him, that it would only be by an effort, of 
which you cannot estimate the difficulty, 
that I could bring myself to say any thing 
which he might disapprove.** 

Their conference was here interrupted, 
and soon after, Adela, with more than 
usual reluctance, was obliged to repair to 
her new language-master in Mr. Cleveland*8 
study. 

Though these lessons were considered by 
the politic Major as mere instruments to 
further his purpose of ingratiating himself 
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with his lovely pupil, yet, in the presence 
of her father, he affected to think them 
of some consequence, and seemed to be 
really interested in the success that might 
attend them. But the moment Mr. Cleve- 
land left the room, and Mrs. Monthermer 
(who often accompanied her son) alone 
remained to interrupt their tite*h-t^te^ he 
threw off the pedagogue's mask, conversed 
most agreeably on every subject but the one 
which he came professedly to teach ; or, 
producing some entertaining book, either 
French or English, read to her whilst she 
worked, and thought his pains richly re- 
quited, if he drew from her one smile, or 
succeeded in calling forth a single approve 
ing remarks Of smiles, indeed, she was in 
his presence far from being lavish. The 
remonstrances of Julius, and the warning 
sent to her by Mrs. Somerville, had put 
her on her guard;. and circumstanced as 
she was, nothing appeared to her more de- 
sirable than to establish in the Major's 
opinion a firm persuasion that she was dull, 
tasteless, and disagreeable. . 
How well she succeeded in this humble 
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endeavour, a very sjxort interval svfiped t0 
ascertain. 

Mr. Clevelandj using but little ^ere* 
mony, and descendiug to the condesfen.^ 
sion of but little preparation, at leqgtli 
summoned her to a private conference, for. 
the purpose of making known his decisiqin,. 
Tather than his tvvsheSy in Major IVtoother'^, 
mers favour. His style of expression, in 
general, w^s far from being remarkable foe 
clearness ; to be verbose in matters of bu-r 
isiine$s, and fatiguingly circuitous, seemed 
mpje his Jbrte ; but on the present occa- 
sion he >vas memorably concise and yn- 
^ipbiguous. \ 

*^Ad^W prifd be, "it gives me. plea-! 

snre to observe, that you appear to enter- 
tain no prejudice against the kinsman of 
our noble neighbour. Lord Rothbury. I 
have serious thoughts of accepting for you 
the proposals which, on the Major's be-* 
half, his Lordship has thought proper to 
make to me ; and I wish you hencefor^ 
ward to regard your agreeable preceptor in 
the light of a suitqrwhom I highly ap-^ 
prove. He meditates^ on some family 
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affairs, a short but indispensable excui'sion 
into Ireland. It is now the beginning of 
August : he will return in November, and 
befoife thrisftmas, I hope to see you his 

Hfeart-slck, and dismayed as she was by 
this speech, its extreme want of feeling, 
its abrupti despotic coolness, inspired into 
the diffident Adela a spirit which she had 
dtfspaited of being ever capable of exert- 
?n^. She wks /Silent a few minutes, still 
Idth to provote her father, though deter- 
frtined tiot ehtrrely to desert her own cause ; 
ind then, iti a voice which, at the same 
time that it trembled, she flattered herself 
Was firm, inS'vi^ered— " I have put it out of 
rfiy own power. Sir, even if I had the will, 
tt) accept 'the ^ddfesises at present of any 
mail livings— except one, whom 1 dare not 
name." 

Betrayttl by his feri^t iSUfjptise into the 
ifidecency of ttttfering a trtmisndous oath, 

Mr. GKveUnd then fiercfely proceeded to 

demand what she meant* 

" You ire not privately married?" 

cried he. 

*^No, Sir; •btltl'ifiti soletatily bound by 
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an inviolable promise to decline, at least 
for the space of a year, every proposal.'* 

This answer restored to him the power 
of breathing freely. Oflfensive to him as it 
was, what he had at first apprehended was 
so much worse, that, in the comparison, it 
dwindled into an evil of scarcely any mag^ 
nitude. After a short pause— 

*^And upon what principle,'' cried hci 
sneeringly, *^ could you think yourself au- 
thorized, my moral and conscientious 
daughter ! to contract so presumptuous an 
engagement ? Do you imagine that chil- 
dren, whether minors or of full age, who 
reside with their parents-^who are depend- 
ent upon them for their future dower, and 
indebted to them for present maintenance 
and protection-— do you imagine, I say, that 
children so circumstanced, have any right 
to make these sort of compacts ?'' 

*^ When I permitted myself to enter into 
the engagement of which you are speaking, 
Sir, I had not the happiness of residing 
with a parent/' 

*^ But I suppose it has often been con- 
firmed in your letters since ?' 

^^ It required no confirmation, Sir i it 
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wa3 ample and full^ as originally pro* 
nounced.** 

A mutual silence now for some minutes 
ensued, Mr. Cleveland walked about the 
room with a brow gloomily overcast, and 
with strides, which, for a still-feeble con- 
valescent, were singularly expeditious. — 
Adela stood leaning against the arm-chair 
Iq which he had been sitting, fearfully 
awaiting the result of his rumination. 

Since I find you," at length said he, 
so scrupulous an observer of your word 
in one instance, I beg to lay claim to some 
share of the benefit attending this puncti* 
lious exactness. I require you, therefore, 
stricjtly to promise, that the Major's visits 
shall not be discouraged; that, on the con** 
traryi he shall be received with the same 
civility as heretofore; and that neither pre- 
vious to, nor at the expiration of the time 
appointed for holding my authority at de- 
fiance, you shall presume to renew the ex- 
traordinary engagemeiit which now so in- 
decorously binds you." 

*^ I will do nothing, Sir, in direct viola- 
tion of your commands. But may I be 
permitted to say, that the former part of 
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your injunction gives me great eoncero? 
On what footing am I expected still to re- 
ceive the Major P 

^^ Mr. Cleveknd, who d^Ughted ia am 
opportunity of delive^ng « 8e»tet>ce dittai* 
toitally, nolv pompously answered^^*'^ You 
will receive him on the footing of an ac^- 
lynaintance whom your father highly values, 
atid whose sDciety he wiH hold yon re^ 
sponsible for being obliged to relinqixish.'* 

Hei« was another instance of compen* 
dious perspicuity, with whfchAdeia, had^^e 
been in a hnmour to admire the pithiness 
of laconic elocuti^on, could not have failed 
to be enchan<^ ; but iier ear, just at pre* 
seiit^ had no setee of such beauties; she 
was listening more to the meaning than to 
^e arratigetnent of her fatherls words ; and 
that meanmg proved eo parttcularly uupii^ 
latable, that it drew from her only a s^ 
of regret. 

Their short but nautually unsatisfactoijr 
dialogue here ^nled^ and Mr. Cleveland 
exacting from her no reply to his last 
apeeeh, left her to the unexhilarating em- 
ploytnent of pacing up and down the room 
in anxious and almost desponding medita** 
tion« 
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The first interruption that was, given to 
this musing disposition, the entrance of 
Major Monthertner ocoasioned. 

^* 1 come not/*^ cried h^, *' to harass yoa 
with a sunfinM>ns to dry study, or even to 
its semblance: but my mother is going 
this morning to Strawberry Hill, and she 
sent me to entreat that you would acconi« 
pany her." 

A negative, polite but decided, wa9 
rising to Adela's lips, when the unex. 
pected return of Mr. Cleveland, and hLs 
immediate acceptance for her of the pro* 
posed scheme, compelled her to say that 
she should be happy to go. 

In crossing the hall, to run up i^nd pre- 
pare for this excursion, she saw Talbot 
Cleveland and her brother just returning 
from an expedition on the water. 

•^ My father,** said she, stopping them a 
moment, " chooses that I should go with 
Mrs. ^ontheimer and her son to visit 
Strawberry Hill. I wish you would order 
your horses and join the party.** . 

'* I will do still more,*' cried Julius ; 
" for if there is room, they shall give ni^ 
a seat in their carriage---or rather^ upoft 

VOL, V. H 
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seicoii4 tkoiigiftg^ they s^U giv^s om to. j^ou, 
lalbot. I Ijke bet^ejr that Adeka sboiiiUb 
be seen with tW/<v.heftu:»k t^a^ with one ; U3^ 
lib this ca9a^ il in99(. he mote, pWiirc to cou- 
pte t})^ M^oi with her cqusm thftn m(ib 
her brotheF^ 

r 

Talfboifc proctaiimd tfaia;to he aa exitiscfiidtf. 
happy tboughjt^ mA «luliii9 cfrntkHVisi, whfiOi 
the carriage containing Mrs. MouthtPmet. 
sto^e^l at Iho dsua, lor aocQjQnpli9Jbti:siBea* 
liaklion. 



CHAP; IX. 



AM^BIOUIT?;.. 



C9i4iOjE^iNiE J> aiB she wa^ at be^ qnder :the> 
necessity of aontioiiii^ to receive such 
naxked attentioA froiifi Uie Major^, Adtla 
jfit considerably gratified b^ the epnvic^ 
tMiithatino ab#otut]9 i^nuaci^tion of her 
promise to Lord* £apefd4le \rou|d;b^ insicft-^ 
ed upon. Glad alao^ that the indispensa- 
Ue avowal of thjsf promise w^s . passed*^* 
cheared by the beauty of on^ of the . finf s& 
dBjys shp: atoMs^ e)^ fiOIM^bigrfri-nian ^ »-» 
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iMrtaiMdi, even iti dtspigkt ^ tien^tf, hy 
the Duri^d a»d stliiuMK^A ^dflv^ssltidtt of 
Moockwrviier^ her ii^lve vii^ty semMl 

had ev<ey thought her^ slkP^ iirow< aipp^eM^ t& 
him tii0r6 eiygagidg thftti ott any • forfj^r o^ 

Attotfgiit the? ifrtifttttieraWeobjefdeydfciti*" 
rionity and ad<tiita;iion wftkh the singtikr 
ifiMm^ tihef were tisitirig, pF€MiM:edy ndtife 
more forcibly af rested the obsert^i^n of 
Mel^ than^ the eKti^aovdin^y ooilecti^n of 
fMe and tf aly valuable pcfrt^ak^ with wbieft 
it is earieh^dt At 6vevy tumi scPim coua>- 
fenance nvet hei* eye with the narfte ofwhosft 
origipal) eitiier hietofy, Wographyj of po*»- 
try, had pewfcrigd hei< ftmilitirv That of 
Madame de S6vigrie she wouM atoM &iiv6 
deemed well worth a long' ^iigrJmage ttf 
behoM. That of Madame de Giigft4aa, h^ 
daughter, was no further gratifying to her, 
than as she connected with it the remem« 
bratiee of the chnrmfng mother ; the ex-f 
pression of the face wholTy disappdirited 
her, and she felt half tempted to ^tnilc ^t 
the matersal partiality thit had so often 
induced MaAni^ de S6vigtliyitf hff iett€QP8j 
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to extol to the dues the beauty of such an 
aspect ! The sweet and touching Duchesse 
de la Valliere,. so appropriately termed by 
her judicious cotemporary, t humble violette ; 
the imperious Madame de M ontespan^ who 
30 largely partook of that playful but sar- 
castic turn of wit^ peculiar to her family^ 
and every where denominated, T esprit des 
Mortemars ; and amongst the portraits of 
itidividuals celebrated in our own country, 
the exquisitely beautiful head, painted by 
Rubens, of the Duke of Buckingham-— 
that Buckingham, whose sudden and as*» 
tonishing elevation under James I., was 
followed by so eaHy and disastrous a death^ 
io the reign of his unfortunate successor : 
—these, and a multitude of others, dis* 
tinguished for genius, for wisdom, for grace, 
px for talents, awakened her enthusiasm, 
and gratified her understandii^g in a. degree 



»J ' I tnm 



* He was assassiuated inhis96t)i year» by Felton, a 
lieutenant in the fu*my. Hi^ sou, the author of the 
Rehearsal, has been delineated, under the paipe of Zim« 
ri, in Dryden^s Absalom and Achitophel ; and Pope, 
in ins Moral Essays, Eptstle III» has drawn a most 
improve picture of tua obscure decease* 
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to which the pleasure of looking at. snuff- 
boxes^ china^ old watches, and japan po« 
matum-pots^ bore not the smallest pro- 
portion. 
, As they were passing from the gallery to' 
the room called the tribune, a new party 
of visitors was observed, consisting of two 
ladies and a gentleman. In one of the 
former, Adela, with equal surprise and plea« 
sure, recognized the lovely stranger whom 
she had so long been unable to distinguish 
by any appellation but that of the capricious 
beauty. Talbot and Julius both discovered 
h^v nearly at the same moment, arid the 
former immediately went up to her. Julius 
held back during a short interval, and at- 
tentively examined her companions: this 
ceremony over, he also stepped forward 
apd made his bow with great apparent satis^ 
farction. ' 

The two parties now proceeded together, 
and Adela, much engrossed by the fair in- 
cognita, became considerably less attentive 
to the inanimate part of the entertain ment. 
Frequently did the eyes of these mutually- 
observant ladies, meet ; and frequently did 
Adela perceive, that she was made the Bub'- 



ject .of isome wfakpered naiinHk, aflilivised 
•hher 4o her bwtfaer or to Talbot. Tliat 
these were not of an un&voucab}e WLture^ 
the flattering expression of countenance 
with uflitch they were accompanied, sirifi- 
ciently testified* 

^' %o^ have effected/' ftaid Mb^k Mob«» 
tfierimr/^ ft complete .conquest of the youngs 
est of the Mwlj^arariyed ladies* Has she 
produced ^fon you. Miss Clevelaodj an 
ittipresfiion >6ipmlJy adTantageous ?" 

^^ ladoed ahe has.-<-^I have aeen her be« 
fpre^ and she has always a truck me as being 
one of the most lovely creatures it is possi^ 
ble to.behoUt.'' 

'^ JBist^if any daring wight, myself for isk 
stance, ahould renture to oontrovciit this 
opanion, woidd you make no aUowasioe for 
divamiity of taabe ?" 

^' Would you persuade me to make allows 
ance lor a perverted taate ?" 

^^ I begin to think, thai; this new comer 
ia yoiu* friend^ as well ae your standard of 
pw&ction ?*' 

^' No, I do not even know who she is/' 

■* Perhaps,, then^ I may, without offence, 
be permitted to declaise^ that had I seen her, 



e^en b^ore I thtsAnei tiie iiif)^]tf^ «^f 
^kwpmtig yM, my heart would hscvet>^iiM tfs 
«afe Aodn all eurprtse^ «$ it k( ndw ih(i^|^fift!hs 
of aH iciwteige/' 
This w» a <speeeh ^^ek Ai^h v^^ied 

Iter coQiprehensifOQ, tl^Ksgh u tdi-tate liiiuisii 
which i^he torned away to kkte^ betraiyAl 
Imt too pl^pably her coiisctoiteiiess tof Ms 
nneaniAg. More elated tbAa the o^cttskm 
iK^rranted, the poor ftfajof^ haifiiig tfife d^-^ 
itisive biush as a haippy oiiieii) ^ imiUd 
"m&i sHpenor lo^e/ aad loikked ahd felt etk* 
chaated. 

tlis itUsuppreftifed, though siktit, ^kulta* 
tion^ was lat itB height^ when Adela "WM 
istertled by a voice close to her ear thftt 
^isperedi 

*' I doa't half like the Joofcs with wfeicf. 
yoo listen to that ins^miMiiif Major ! Tttke 
care !~You hare a teertaiKi friend m Nof^ 
thutnbtrlatid to whom I may fiifrd ^tanh of 
conveying tofave very mftlidoaa I'epbrt*.'' 

Torniiig hastily round5 Adel4 di%ccivered 
in the person who was sp^akinf t6 hel*) thfe 
nameless hdy bhe had fo^eii so zelalonsty fcx^ 
tolling ; but tve She txmU dttswttt herj thfe 
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bright vision was gone^ leaving, however^ 
a fiiU conviction upon the mind of her au- 
ditress, that the object to whom Julius was 
attached— the songstress of the boat— and 
the aqnricwus beauty^ were but one and the 
same individual. . The whispered rem^on* 
. strance had not been uttered in so guarded 
a tone as to disguise from Adela the well-, 
temembered voice of her mysterious ac- 
quaintance: and she now wailed with impa- 
tience for an opportunity of obtaining from 
Talbot, all the infonnation .respecting her 
name and family which she believed him 
capable of furnishing* 

But Talbot, whether tutored by Julius, 
or disposed to mystery from motives of his 
0wn^ disappointed her expectations, and 
declined giving her the slightest clue by 
which to dispel her uncertainty. In vain 
she urged, petitioned, and remonstrated; 
he remained inflexible^ and she was obliged 
to quit Strawberry Hill as uninformed upon 
this subject aa^e had entered it. 

Whilst at breakfast a few days subse- 
quent to this excursion, Mr.. Cleveland, 
amongst other letters brought by thd post, 
received one of considerable length, and of 
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& description to excite the utmost surprise, 
from Sir Patrick Harley. 

The methbdical Baronet begun by set- 
ting forth in pompous terms, his high- ad- 
miration of the elegance, accomplishments^ 
and beauty, of Miss Cleveland, He stated 
the wish which he had long entertained of 
making such proposals to her, a^ she and 
her father might deem worthy of their at* 
tention ; but justified the delay to which he 
had been unavoidably compelled, on the plea 
of having had some previous arrangements 
to make in his affairs, which had proved 
slower in bringing to a termination thaii 
he had originally expected. But now that 
he found himself at liberty to declare his 
intention, it was with deep regret he learnt, 
that Mr. Cleveland had viewsfor his daugh*^ 
ter, which, he feared, were totally in oppo- 
sition to his own long-indulged hopes. As 
this was the case (and he had rea^n to 
think his information came from undoubted 
authority) he ended, with much tiresbme 
circumlocution, by making a grave appli-^ 
cation for leave to transfer the offer of his 
hand, title^ and fortune, to Miss Cleveland's 

H 2 
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gh^ming mtfs-^the &y and blownmg 

Mrs. Erington. 

The whole of tbia letter wa3 Uateoed to 
fay Julius with bursts of ufICP^trQ^labl9 
h^ght^T, md its conclusion almost tbx^w 
him into convulsions* 

'^ Here's a fello\r of aceomniodati«g 
mould I" cripd he, '^ Commcad me to these 
easy transferrers of afisctioi:! ! They ane 
more to be envied than any class of people 
linger heaven. Astoick loves nothing-^a 
libertijie loves a dozen at a time-^-a rejected 
Corydlon breaks his heart and dm; but 
here's a practical philodopheri who, when 
foiled in one project, turns coolly to the pro* 
secution of another^ and find^, in whichso^ 
pver fair is most attainable^ th$ most de- 
Wrving object of his pursuit. 

Mr. Cleveland's animadversions upon 
the letter were neither ao merry nor so sar- 
castic. A match of this splendid descrip* 
tion for either of his daughters, was no sub*- 
ject of derision in his eyes : and he very 
apeedily retired to compose as handsome an 
answer to the Baronet's proposal as it was 
in the power of gratified ambition to dictate* 
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Meanwhile Adela^ who had likewise m- 
ceived letters, was occupied in perusiag 
them with the liveliest interest. That which 
first claimed her attention was from Wil- 
liam Hampden. Its date ga^ve her the im- 
mediate and welcon^e information, that he 
was at hif father's ; and from it& general 
purport, she had the satisfaction of learning 
that hifi health was rapidly improving,-^ 
that hifi spirits were revived, and his hopes 
of advan<cement in his professiofu were san- 
guine. Hi0 father, he said^ had con&ented 
to receive a loan from Lord Ennerdale to« 
wards the purchase of a company ; and as 
soon as the negociation was finally adjusted^ 
he expected to be called upon to join his 
regiment, still serving abroad. No further 
intelligence of the. disposition which Sir 
Thomas Forested cdn-tinued to entertain 
towards himself and his wife, had Fetched 
them. Mrs, Forester had never written 
since the plausible letter that he had shewn 
to Adela when they last met ila town. He 
professed himself to be perfectly reconciled 
to the old Baronet's persevering neglect-t- 
*^ and my wife," added he, " though griev* 
*t cd as a daughter, bears the mortification^ 
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in other respects, like a true heroine. She 

is delighted at her reception here^ and 
*' endears herself more and more to every 
•' individual of my family. My mother is 
** particularly pleased with her, and my 
" sisters vie with each other in shewing her 
•' the fondest attention. We go next Mon- 
*^ day for a week to visit your friend Ruth, 
^ and her deserving husband, whom, from 
" the little I have yet seen of him, I feel 
** disposed to consider with much regard." 

This letter could not be said to reccU to 
Adela's remembrance the design which she 
had wished, rather than dared, to entertain 
of interesting her father in the cause of 
these young people, and of inducing him 
to apply in their behalf to his former asso^ 
ciate. Sir Thomas. She had never lost 
sight of this object ; but her own influence 
still a]^eared so feeble and precarious, that 
she had been unable to gather courage to 
venture any application. She now, how- 
ever, determined, rather to hazard a repulse, 
than to suffer the business^ many days 
longer, to remain unattempted. 

The letter which accompanied this, came 
from MrSr Erington^ and was most truly 
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conformable to that lady's sprightly yet 
speculating turn of mind. 

After telling Adela that she was still in 
Hampshire^ and had no immediate thoughts 
of removing; she proceeded, with triumph- 
ant gaiety, to talk of her success with Sir 
Patrick : 

** To be sincere/' she said, ** I accepted 
** the invitation hither, solely because I 
*' knew that it would place me within five 
^^ miles of his residence, and enable me, 
as he is a frequent visitor in this family^ 
to see him as often throughout the sum- 
mer as might be needful for my project.^ 
" I had every reason to believe, that a ha- 
^' bit of regular intercourse, or, (if you will)^ 
*^ call it a system of regular attack, carried 
** on when you were remote from the field 
" of contest, would, in the end, prove suc- 
*^ cessful. I have long held the second 
" place in his good gra^ces ; nay, whilst you 
shut yourself up so closely to attend upon 
Elinor during her confinement, I literally 
'« held the first. — ^Once more, Adela, that 
*' envied post is restored to me; and, if I 
^^ forfeit it again by suffering him to step 
" within the magic circle of your attrac- 
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'^ tioM, call me a blunderer, unworthy to 
'^ outshine all competitoi-s in fashion and 
'' in splendour, on my next appeai^amce 
^' upon the London Atage! 

^' My fdther will receive official inforai)^ 
^' of the Baronet'a fixed, though tardy re- 
** solution, by this day's post. Waste »0 
^ breath in sighing at the fate to which I 
" hare ocmdemned myself, l^ wed his acres, 
*^ not Jus nebk mind,' and shall be qmite as 
'^ happy as I expect, and less liable to dis« 
^^appointment than half the folks who 
^' marry upon higher principles. At all 
f' events, before the expiration of a month, 
^* if you behave well, and if I approve the 
^ style of your next tetter, you shall re* 
'^ ceive, from Ladjf HarUaf^ a silver favouf 
^ as brilliant as your own eyes l«-^But 
^^ spare, spare me, good Cassandra^ all use- 
*^ less and dejecting prophecies !" 

Though Adela could not repress a smile 
at the substance and diction of this strange 
scroll, (whence so obviously peeped forth 
amidst all its pretended bravery, a senti- 
ment of latent self-reproach) she had regard 
enough for its infatuated writer, to consi- 
der a union formed upon such heartless and 



HBAITS OF MATURE. 159 

worldly views, as a very melancholy cir* 
quiustaoce. She had, indeed, long suspect* 
ed that Alicia was deliberately aiming to 
anppiant her in Sir Patrick's favour; but 
knowing the coquetish turn of her charac- 
ter, she had believed that this scheme was 
carried on more from a desire of extending 
her conquests^ than with any serious wis^ 
of becoming his wife. The event proved 
bow much she was mistaken^ and the gl it* 
teriog but uninviting prospect to which 
Mrs«£nngton was sacrificing herself^ chil- 
led her heart, whenever she reflected upon it 
Her own perplexities^ however, allowed 
her but little time to dwell upon the proha^ 
ble^ but self-incurred unhappiness of othere* 
Mrs. Somerville continued to write the 
most pressing remonstrances against the 
tacit encouragement which she was giving 
to the Major ; and Adela herself recoiled at 
the apparent duplicity of her conduct to* 
wards him. Flatteringly distinguished by 
Mr. Cleveland^ he was a welcome, nay^ an 
invited guest, at aH periods of the day* 
Urged on by Lord Rothbury^ who contiDu-- 
ally became more solicitous for the match ; 
and perhaps instigated beyond all other 
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motives, by a lurking vanity which blinded 
him to every chance of failure, the Major 
had now often spoken so intelligibly, and 
seemed so little discomfitted by Adela's 
grave silence, thatwithout waiting for the 
formality of hearing from her lips a confirma- 
tion of his hopes, he had all the air, and, 
indeed^ all the self-complacent feelings, of 
a man assured of success. It was this easy 
presumption that alone rendered tolerable 
to her the idea of the disappointment which 
awaited him. Had he added greater diffi, 
dence to the innumerable good qualities 
which she was willing to ascribe to him, 
her uneasiness at the treacherous tolerance 
she was forced to grant him, would have 
preyed incessantly upon her mind, and de- 
prived her of every ray of comfort. 

" I have only to hope,'' she mentally 
cried, '* that the same vanity by which he 
is so easily beguiled, will serve, as easily, to 
console him. I have always heard, that 
men who are very confident in the success 
of their own merit, are cold of heart, and 
less subject, in case of a defeat, to the in- 
trusions of grief, than to the more comfort- 
able sensations of disdain '* 
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But Major Monthermer was not cold ot 
heart : and even his conceit was not the con- 
celt of a shallow coxcomb. It resulted in 
part from a gay and sanguine temper, and 
in party from his being wholly unpractised 
in affairs of. serious courtship* He took it 
for granted^ .that all ladies, as young, and 
as much under the control of paternal au- 
thority as Adela, listened to the professions 
of a lover, approved by their father^ with 
the. same silent acquiescent timidity Mijiich 
he had found it impossible ever to. conquer 
in her. He was told there were reasons 
that prevented the immediate celebration 
of the marriage, but that these had any 
reference to her averseness from the mar- 
riage altogether, he had not the slightest 
suspicion. A transient delay he could well 
submit to ; it suited better with his wishes' 
indeed, than a speedier engagement, as his 
presence in Ireland was urgently required, 
and he was anxious to bring the affairs 
which called him thither to a termination, 
before he connected himself with a wife 
whom he should be equally loth to carry 
with him on an unpleasant expedition, or 
to quit for so indefinite a period. 
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Moanwl]ifie,.'tte absurd scheme of teach-- 
4i%'berI^nMaB,i)vivfdi, atGant,iiesoTe»dity 
ladopted^ as «a preteftce fi)rtiu»e visite tbat 
"vmrc W€fW f)ermittcd witfaovt any pretence 
«t'all^ ^M happily abandoned, aood, to Ade- 
la's gvtsat relief, no other vwelusive piivs«it 
m*9iB sfialM^itttted m its ptade. 'Mosic, in- 
deed, siie WHS «till icoanffielled to cultivarte 
mote Yedtttoosfly than H$er tiabiral hKlini^ 
tion prompted; butpiovrded the Major v^Ws 
by, to tead, to walk, ot to conveiae %vith 
het^ Mr/ Cievdand ims content to remit 
aome part cf his former importunity upon 
the subject, and to suffer her, oin the whole^ 
to pass her ttibe Airith but little molestation* 

One Evening, that on her retam from a 
long mmbie, takferi) as nsualy "with Montfaeiv 
mer, and, at her pressing d<^licitation, with 
Juliti6, (who wanted, however, to direct his ' 
steps a diflbrent iray) she heard, on reen- 
tering the house^ that her father M^as gone 
to spend an hour or two with Lord Roth^ 
bury. Nobody else remained to nelieve 
her from the whole tas"k of entertaining her 
Aititary escort. Julius had quitted them 
at the gardeu-gate ; Talbot was no longer 
their guest ; and feeling very much discon** 



derted at the idea of iht iite'^a'4Ae which 
swaited htTy she htBtily prroposed tb^ir 
joining her lather M the vicoani^ : 

*' Ccrtainjjr," oricd the Major, '* if yaa 
wi£^ ii : but) I own^ I had flattered myself 
iboA, you woiuld gi ve me ]«ave to . take mj 
tea without proceeding %^y farther : skicc^ 
inglof tous ars tbe ooafeaeipn loay appear, I 
jreaHy am heartily tired." 

^* Shull IV' said she, laughing, " order 
the coach to convey you these three hun- 
dred yards farther ?" ^ 

^^ It would be much kinder to ord^^th^ 
tea-uarn»" 

^^ But iDy aim is, to be kind to mysdii^ 
I am tired too, and would gladly go where* 
ev^r I can escape the trouble of doing the 
h^fiKHi r$ of the tea-table* ** 

** Oh, rU dispense with your doing any 
honours save that of allowing me todnuJc 
it with you. And if you are too weary to 
talk, I'll furnish conversation for both." 

*^ This is beingamazingly generous ! But 
how -cooies it, that with w much wiearJne&s^ 
y4)u shoukl feel $o cpn£dent of your powera 
ofentertaiaixig?*' 
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' ^^ I never hinted at possessing such 
))Owers ; I only said that 1 would talk 
enough for two, and left it to your own. 
option whether to fall asleep^ or to keep 
awake during the performance of the con* 
tract. Come, resign yourself graciously 
to the sort of tax which I am imposing 
upon you ; put your fair hand to that bell# 
order up the tea things^ and then sit cob* 
tentedly down here at your little favourite 
table." 

*^ It is but feir/* cried Adeta, provoked 
at his easiness, '' that I should^ in my turn, 
condition for a few gracious boons* I 
have letters to answer, one of which is of 
real consequence. When you have dis* 
patched this urgent affair of the tea, will 
you considerately put on your hat, make 
the best of your way home, and leave me 
to write without interruption ?*• 

** I will ; and now for the tea and all its 
pleasant accessaries/* * 

Some of these were to Adela far from 
being of that description. The conversa- 
tion which Monthermer had volunteered 
to support, turned, whilst he leisurely 
sipped his tea, so entirely upon the subject 
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of his tender passion for her^ that she wa^ 
distressed which way to look, or how, con* 
sistently with the restrictions her father had. 
imposed upon her, to answer him. 

At length, her natural frankness got the. 
hetter, in some degree, of her scruples^ and 
she very seriously said — 

*' It grieves me, not to be at liberty to 
reply to these professions in a perfectly ex^ 
plicit and honourable manner, since my 
silence, and the evident pleasure which 
my father receives from your visits, must, 
I fear, mislead you. Major Monthermer, 
respecting my present sentiments, and fu* 
ture intentions. I am threatened, if you 
withhold these visits, with being made 
responsible for their cessation. Bnt for 
this, do me the justice to believe, that I 
should long since have entreated you to 
suspend them, or, for both our sakes, to 
have abstained from ever addressing me in 
language which I am so ill able to hear with 
the gratitude it merits," 

The Major, in defiance of his accus* 
tomed security, was alarmed in no small 
degree by a speech so unequivocal^ and 
uttered in so deliberate a voice. He 
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hcseught hcnr to he vriaoiiy unreserred;, and 
MjMce she had ffme sarfar^: at once to tdl 
him thtt vaoTsA fas hitd to apprehend. 

^^ I dare not bc'toaphiiD; ivilh you/' ericdi 
Adtla, '^ tdiottgh^ troflting hu yonr geit^o- 
sity^ I have stid thi» smch^ ta order toi 
clear myself from the iinfwtatkmfof havici^ 
tacitly contidlniitedl tiK yoar deception* If^' 
m commg hither^ yxaa cmmb reai aalisfieii 
vnth the single wppr^im^tixm o€ my father^ 
yxMUiiinpfy fOf^msi it : if you seek t^ gaom 
luuxe^ ajad siii&r any« part of yonv hoppi^ 
nesft. to depend upon, mj afpfkro^al of youi^ 
avowed sentknenits^ you iojitne yourseHv 
and inflict updn me very great disquiet." 

'' But say,, lovely Adds^ is. this coidnesS' 
thei naitxral consequence of a pre^ngaged 
beactP Is ity thait t<r nie you objeot,. or 
that to another j^u. ase^ more parttal ?" 

^^ Ask me notfaiBg further, Ma^r/' cikA 
Adela^ most painfully confused. '* I have 
snfely said enough^ as welt for my own ac'' 
quittal, as for your rieeessary informcUion^'* 

'^ I know not/' resumed he, after a diort 
silence, ^^ what to condude fiom' this most 
singular oonveraaAdoR-* That y«ur father ia 
my.friend^^ I Isbly^ undoubted: proof; tha/t 



1» wbikesi me to sixbisc]rii>e^ to smm delay 
heifoM'lie blesses, ma (vritb your haodn yon 
ave^ profaaJadji, loifiprined ; Bunk tbart he'Hr^mliib 
at a92^ time be barbarous enough to.&nroei 
your cbiBfJEance/ I carniot belieYtf* Nei« 
ther must you, fair Adela, believe so.iUofi 
mcy as toi iiimgjiie diat u^oa suck ttnais I 
could bear to ofatain.it:; The objGations 
you hmt ait I aiuet^ there£of e^. flatter myself 
am only teinporary:^ £ \ttll pftssecub^e you 
wrtto ne mnewaiaf this theme, whibt it im 
declaredly SO' iricsome to you^ butsuffisr 
me to retain some hop^s^ and whate?e» 
may be their final dsniev rest asmiced^ that I 
shall exonerate you from every species of 
blame'J' 

^ ' Your hopes^" said Adek^ half smiiling^i 
^^ I am* no longi^r Msponsibk fbr; your 
pTCmise' of attributing to me no fiituce 
censure, I am tbaoKk^il, andi tn^ly rejoiced 
at. And now^ Major, reniiCTEiber ou$ com- 
pact«^your tea is drank, but my ktter^^are 
yet unwritten/' 

The chearfulness of her acccMi audi the 
miidness of her eye, dispelled sonve of the 
p^ful apprehodsioM wkiob hei piecediiiip 
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seriousness had awakiened ; and fie was 
rising with anmurmnring submissioiir to 
obey her, when Julius again made his ap* 
pearance. 

^* Where's my father?'' he hastily de- 
manded & 

'* At Lord Rothbury's," replied his sister. 

" And has he been there from the time 
I quitted the Major and you at the gate?** 

Almost tempted to laugh at thesingu- 
larity of this abrupt question in the Major's 
presence, Adela frankly answered—^* He 
was there even before that time." 

Julius .said nothing more, but threw 
himself on the sofa, exhibiting in his as- 
pect a mingled expression of sadness and 
irritation, which his sister could not behold 
without at once dreading and wishing to 
hear it explained. She waited only till 
Monthermer was gone, and then affection- 
ately approached, and would have ques- 
tioned him ; but he turned petulantly from 
her, saying — 

^' Pray don't let rne, by the uninterest- 
ing detail of my vexations, drive out of 
your imagination all the agreeable things 
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which you have given your gallant Major 
so ^ind an opportunity of addressing to 
you." 

•* It would^ I fancy," said Adela^ ** be 
iifuch a greater act of charity to drive 
from the poor Major's own remembrance all 
the agreeable things he has been hearing 
from me." 

'■ ^* Don't be disengenuous, Adela ; the 
man went away as self^-satisfied as I almost 
ever saw hinu" 

<^ Whence be derives food for such appa« 
rent complacency, is beyond my power of 
comprehension ; since nothing can be more 
certain, than that far from giving any oc* 
casion to it, I most unreservedly told him, 
(hat it was only in obedience to my father's 
commands I ever permitted his visits/' 
- ^^ Did you, upon your honour, say any 
thing like this to him ?'' 

<^ In ever stronger terms, my dean Julius, 
than I have now used in repeating the de- 
claration to you/' 

** Then what, does the egregious cox« 
j^bmb mean by thait look of unmortified 
composure with which he made his parting 
bow?" ; 

VOIi, v. 1 



': ^^ He aiaMs t» reat tipoB Bi gproiundlfM 
kopft tlftfttttme wiHapMateiq. changfB niny 
sentiments.*' 

'^ He ia & httpfy niaa who,^ upon ao frail 
* fluppoDt, cam {N-eMiire hims^ from skds* 
iig^ into, dwoouiiagwicat 1 ura^ld that i 
iQ9iiU findk k aa eaas^ lot faii! dBfiM0« to iii 
approaches." 

' ^^ My^ dcarett biodncr, what has^ made 
you thui dbaspondhig^ ?^^ 

^ O, Adela ! she is going— ^idia dagr^ tiie 
Tiiff hour ]•> fix^d ! I havn this mament 
hft hM>«p-«iid. it you kneijT with «:bat uo« 
i^ieakabla wretdhedness, my kisid^^ nf) af» 
fbctioM^ Adald) you would prty me £Mia» 
tllohoMoBi of ny heavtt^ 
*' Adak did indcad pky Mm, Ibr Mrer hod 
ahe seen anguish more atrongly iai||iKr6satd 
upon any human eoiinAeiiaa6«4 IMla sat 
down beside him and putting her antf 
within hiiS) gently and soethingly said*- 

'^ Wou^: to liaaven i had any pawev to 
serve you ! Perhaps, dearest JuKoa, ifimie 
you whdty t<^. confide- m ra€> I might be 
ahk to suggest some hint^ some pvoposal', 
fi'om* which your afi^Hrs iviight derive ad^ 
vantage. Blindfolded as I now am^ itia 
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impossible I should eithisr advise miit, oc 

ooosolc you a» I wislh QiMniat me na 

loiter, my loved bfotlier; open to ian 

you* whbl« heart, and if I cm afford yoiv 

no aid> be mmed »t lewt, that I dtaU mait 

tenderly &et fof, ai»d n^owld sooner ctie thm 
bfftayyo»*.'* 

" I h«te noi deserved dm kiBdMM ftoiw 
you," cried JfiUtM, throwiag hisarm awMMi* 
her. « My poor Adela ! it is throdgh me 
that you have been rtodmd unhappy, and 
this g0Miifo)t» eemtem for mf distressi h 
tBdfie than I can beat to att you' suffer^ 
Good aad dear girt, foi^v* we!" 

" Bow can 1 forgive^tir^Mre I ham hatu 
T>om»d no rosentnent ?"* eried dw; «*But 
Julius disappoint not tfaas my hope of 
obtoiaiag yooF confidence. Tett ne what 
it n that so hraviiy afflicts you ? Whither 
i» the sweet creature going, to whom vow 
are ao fondly attadued F' 
■ " Adblai, you nrost not too closely quetf- 
tion me. I am. eompfetely unhappy, and 
it would be a great eon^ilation to me to 
coromiuiieate to you my >»hoIe hiatoiyj. 
ftttt it mast not be. I religiously beiicrve! 
tfaalivhat I; ooiir- endvre is sent to visit oil 

12 
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my own head all the misery I inflicted upon 
your s ! I must bear it^ however, without 
making you its depositary. Indeed, the 
painful secret is not exclusively mine to 
reveal; and I have been repeatedly cau- 
tioned (by one who may be pardoned for^ 
harbouring greater distrust of your pru* 
dence than I should feel) never to betray to 
you the perplexities by which I am ha- 
rassed/* 

. ^^ If such are your obligations to be mys- 
terious," said Adela, '^ I must submit ; but 
I. could not love you, Julius, as I do, if I 
felt perfectly content when I saw you agii» 
tated and unhappy, to be held in ignorance 
pf the cause. I have dejected you by no 
prognostics of evil^^— I have fatigued you 
by no exhortations— yet I have always had 
my fears of what your intimacy with this^ 
fair incomprehensible would end in. There 
seems so little reason to apprehend, that 
your influence with my father would fail in 
ol^taining his approbation of your attach* 
ment to any woman of real character and 
fashion, that I cai^ discern no possible mo* 
^ive or excuse for the strange obscurity of 
your recent proceedings; unless, indeed, it 



k 
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originates in the opposition made to your 
views by the lady*s own connections. But 
even in that case, why do you not prevail 
upon my father to step Forward to your 
assistance — to plead your cause for you ? " 
His devoted affection ought to convince 
you, that there is no exertion he would not 
make to promote your true advantage^ your 
well-founded expectations of happiness.^ 

**Were I less miserable/' cried Jutiusf^ 
^^ I could laugh at the mistaken wisdom of 
this reasoning, . and at the solemn gravity 
with which it is so ineffectually urgedf^ 
Much older and more experienced heads 
than youfs, my dear Adela, have fallen 
into the misfiDrtune of giving blundering 
and erroneous advice, when their informal* 
tton upon a subject has been imperfect* 
You would look aghast^ were you fully 
told how ruinous to my prospects would 
be the steps you recommend. Preach to 
me, therefore, no more, nor pretend to give 
counsel in an afiair you so ill comprehend ; 
but comfort, or at least tranquillize me, by 
enduring with patience to let me indulge 
before you ail the melancholy which, in the 
presence of others^ I must strive to conceal**^ 
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CHAP. X. 



▲6ITATI<>ir» , 

By the unruffled cafamt^ss of her fathet^» 
aspi^t nrheik he retamed home, Adela feie 
afttured that the Magor head betisaytrd to him 
no part of tiwir coBTeieMUi^n whid^ coufd 
^ye hitt diipleatfuie; On the coatmiy, 
lie teemtid fai^^ satisfied with her ivr 
llavbg^ during tea, admitted such a tovir 
ytnioiiy abd was in so u-nosualVf ben^ a 
iMouhir^ that she seised tbe &TOurable mo- 
meirt for making an attempt upon hisbeaft 
in behalf of William Hampden and liis 
|oirdywtfe» 

Mr. Cleveland listened to her simple 
statement of the embarrassments of thb 
young couple with far greater interest than 
she had expected him to shew* 
^ The name of his old friend,. Sir Thofoas 
f brdster, was associated in his remembrance 
with that of some of the happiest yearis c^P 
"his early life ; and the assurance which hf 
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h^d ^teti betn heitrA spthMng df him vrtfik 

Waftti^f kktdnes^ tlHtli of amy bthet llUIHktt 
briftg, tevived «H hi^ ^d^rh, attd d«tei«»ftWI 
htm (hfwc a irigfet's ^elibefatiott) to ptit t» 
tfce ttsf, by a j)efafw^l «pplica6<>n, tfre fft* 
fltitirte whicfi Mrfc. H^ntixkh had wswtctl 
ht it\\\ rttsAheA. At brtakfit^t, the Mo*^ 
hig mtmrlng, he Cdttiflitniicatfed t6 Adehi 
tiih{mt^06e. % 

" I have business." said he, *^ relative to 
tift |)u«h«e of ftottre land kt the dfetihce 
of stotreefy mart than t^V6ttty ttfi!<& ifrom 
iIk feskhftice of Sh- Thomas; atid a^ ehacgc 
of ait may at this time be parthmrariy big- 
ttdiciial t6 ttife, 1 thhiJ:, k tw» m fh^ree 

days, I will set out on this double WgachL 
ttotii arrd try what I can dffect for those 
tash yoiuig' people iti the courts* of a short 
rrsit to my old friend.* 

Adela, overjoyed at ]^ch ItitftWfgttiee^ 
most gratefVilly thankied hito, aixd at the 
same time Inquired whether he thought 
that she could do any good to the dause by 
accompanying him ? 
. *^ 1 wHl write to you/* said Mr. Cfever 

land, *^ if I find reason fo regret not Iwv-* 
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ing taken you with ine; but^ without 
^mrertaining how far your society might be 
acceptable to the poor valetudinarian, I 
should be loth to force you into his pre* 
iience. Remain here, therefore, under your 
brother*s care; you have many friendly 
neighbours, and I am persuaded will ex* 
perience no neglect^ If you hear nothing 
from me at the expiration of a week^ you 
may conclude that I am on my journey 
^lome*" . - ^ 

Foreseeing much embarrassment from 
)being continually liable to the visits of the 
Major, Adela now ventured to solicit her 
fathei^s permission to invite some female 
friend to spend with her the interval of his 
absence. 

** Who would you propose ?** inquired 
he. ^' Barbara and Jemima, as you well 
know, left town with my brother and Mrs. 
Oeveland ten days ago.** 

" And by the way/' cried Julius, ** in a 
letter which I had yesterday from Talbot, 
i hear that Jemima is extremely ill, from 
the effects of a violent cold caught after 
dancing. I certainly neither very highly 
respect nor love her ; but I shcukl be sorry 
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the pbor creature \v«re to Tose her life for 
so paltry a frolic as a country ball." 
'. ^* Is: thcr^ any reason to believe her life 
at all inid^nger?" demanded Mt. Cleveland. 

^^ Of two things, both sufficiently disa- 
greeiible,'' replied Julius, '^ I fancy that 
one must happen—she will either lose her 
life, or die use of her limbs. The whole 
severity of the attack seems to have fiillen 
Bpon her joints; and Talbot says, that 
the physician leaves them little hopes 0% 
her ever being able to walk again without 
crutches/* 

. This melancholy intelligence engrossed 
their whole conversation till breakfast was, 
9ver, when, as Mr« Cleveland arose to go 
into his study, Adela timidly renewed her 
solicitation for leave to provide herself 
with some associate of her own sex, and 
mentioned Miss Rivers,* who was still ir 
the neighbourhood, as the lady whom she 
wished to invite, 

*'Miss Rivers/* said her father, glanc* 
inghis eyes towards Julius, ''is rather a, 
dangerous inmate for a young ^nd idl« 



man/' 



V Miss Rivers, Sir, said Julius," rising^ 

i5 
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and sauntering *to a window, *^ will be »* 
secure ^rom experiencing any undue gal^ 
laiitry from me, as I shall ever be secure 
from losing my heart to a pupil of h€r mcK 
ther's training.'' 

" She is a very good giil, I believe/' r^- 
stimed his father, *^ let who will have trained 
her : but 1 own I have no ambition to see 
her your wife. However, as by what yott 
say she does not appear to be very likely 
ever to become an object of formidabte 
attraction to you, and her accomplish*' 
ments will render her a valuable companions 
to your sister^ she has my consent to pro- 
pose the vitit to hcr.'^ 

Mrs. Rivers was too well pleased to gfasj^ 
at any opportunity of dortiesticating hei^ 
daughter in a house containing a young^ 
and wealthy bachelor, not to syubscribe 
liftosi: readily to Adela's plan; and three 
days after it had been first projected. Miss 
Rivers became her pleased and willing 
guest. -Mr. Cleveland, the same morning, 
departed on his meditated journey,, and- 
Adela found herself committed to thegui-^ 
dance of her own discretion — ^though, no* 
minaUy, to the protection of her brother.' 
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But of that brother, njotripattioiiabte atid 
frtciidly as he had hitherto been, she ftoir 
scarcely enjoyed the society ati hour in the 
day. He seeitied to live onfy on horseback, 
^nd was so seldom at home, even to nreals/ 
that the cereifiotiy of waiting for him waar 
^adoally intermitted, and the expectationt 
of ever beholding him before night, wast 
insensibly abandoned; 

In this situation of affairs, it was to 
Adela a real and invaluable comfort t6 pos^ 
sess in her elegant gaest so constant a pro- 
tectress, whether at home or abroad, from 
the risk of bemg constrained to see the 
Major alone. She had, indeed, early on 
her father's depiarture, signifred to him, 
that unless accompanied by Mrs. Monther- 
mer, she should deem his visits utterly 
improper j yet it might not have been al- 
ways in her power to avoid them. He had 
©•f late taken a vrolenf passion for rowmg, 
and never entered Ws boat without pasising 
Mr. Cleveland's uiifcftced and sloping Ikwn, 
«k! accurately sunrejring the premises, iA 
drder,.,if A^lela wtrs* ♦i^ble, 'to Stop knd 
converse with her, and on some pretencft 
» otiier soRciting ^permiwrort to ^it Itbr* 
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She gSiMy reminded him, on these occa- 
sions^ of the absence of his matronly cAo* 
peron; refused all his entreaties, both for 
herself and her friend, to embark with ^ 
him ; and abridging the conference as much 
as vras practicable, sent him away, despair* 
ing to behold her in comfort till the even- 
ing, when he usually induced either Lord 
Rothbury or his mother to be the compa- 
nions of bis visit. 

On the fifth day after her father*s depar- 
ture, Adda was surprised, as she came down 
jTfom her dressing-room before dinner, by 
the unexpected sight of Talbot. He and ^ 
her brother (who on that occasion remained 
at home) were walking up and down the 
hall^ engaged hi earnest, but almost wbis<» 
pered conve^rsation, whilst h^r fair compa* 
nion^ JMiss J^ivf is^ was left to saunter alone^ 
IQ the garden. 

They both approached Adela, however^ 
the instant she ajppeared, and without giv- 
ing her time to speak, eagerly assigi^ a 
variety of excuses (all equally unneces- 
sary and frivolous) fof the new guest'a 
jU^rivaL 
She assured them that they were giving 
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tbemselves much superfluous trouble, asslie 
certainly wished to hear no Excuses for a 
vbic which could only be a pleasure to her : 
^^ And I congratulate myself sincerely*' ad« 
ded shci smiling, '^ that any inducement 
has been found powerful enough, to detain 
my brother at home for even a single day!'* 

Julius understood the reproach which 
these words implied : but he had nothing 
to plead in his vindication that suited at 
once his interest and his veracity ; and 
turning on his heel, marched off into the 
drawing room. 

Adela enquired with kindness how Tal- 
bot had left his sick sister, and was shocked 
to hear of the deplorable state in which 
•he still remained. — Her physician's worst 
prediction^ seemed to be decidedly fulfilling; 
9ml it appeared as if his patient was destined 
henceforward, to know, no removal but 
£n»n a bed to a sofa : 

'' Christina,'* Talbot added, '' behaves 
on this melancholy occasion like the genuine 
pupil of her long, so afiectionately beloved, 
^usin Adcla. She is n^ver absent from 
the poor 8ufferer*s room, whose spirits she. 
f qdeavouis to cheer, and whose calamity 
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she seeks to alleviate by evrsy attention 
which a kind dtspositioil can suggest. . I 
grieve to na^y that Jemima cbn not^ at ffst^ 
seat^ shew herself so sensible of the merit 
t£ this assiduity as HHS all wish. Bat the 
time nnist come, y^hen she will more grate* 
fully acknowledge it. And^ meaowhile^ ili«< 
different to the reception which they meetS* 
Christina perseveres in* her hmnane exeiu 
tions, as if aiming merely at the appvoba- 
tion of her own exeeflent heart. 1 cannot 
describe to you how much she has exalted 
herself in my mother's opinion by so admi"* 
fable a system of eondvct.. She is rapidly 
becoming a dedaned as well as deserving 
fevorite/' 

Adeht was more touched than surpriseil 
by these details of her young friend^s benei 
volence of nature; and lepeatedtyN toI4 
Talbot, that there was nothing amiable,^ 
nothing praise-worthy which ikiight not be 
npected f^oin her. 

After dinner^ the tiro yonng men, very 
soon forsaking their wine^ sallied forth t<H 
gether, and did not re-enter the house til) 
)a4e at night* 

The succeeding day> Talbot devoted 
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more time to the ladies ; but his thouglits 
were evidently pre*occupied, and, to Adela, 
he appeared fall of care atid anxiety. At 
diniier>thb pre-occupation seemed to ixx^ 
crease^ and it was with difficulty that ha 
could force himself to suppof t any share 
wiiatever in the conversation^ He vanished^ 
alnaostas soon as the cloth was withdrawal 
and Julias himself, remained inTisibie 
throughout the whole day. 

Miss Rivers knew too little of the accus^^^ 

tomed mode of living at the residence of 

l^er new friend, to be struck by these con-* 

timial exits. Her talents aifurdecl her xt^, 

sources for every minute of the day, dnd aK 

aa thn^ had the hours hung less heavy wk 

her hands than at the present period. She 

was gradually becommg more and more 

pleased with her lovely hostess. Their dis«» 

positions seemed to accord most perfectly ; 

and the few guests who were occasionally 

admitted, to enliven their retirement, inte-* 

rested or entertained without subjecting hey 

to ceremony or fatigue. Vndesrgning, con* 

tented, and free from every species of con-^ 

ceit, she proved in all respects a companioa 

more delightful than Adela^ partial as she 
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nad ever bceii to her, had even ventured to^ 
expect. A habit of daily intercourse was 
iast cementing their mutual good- will into 
aflection and iutimacy, when a subject of 
the severest alarm drove from their minds 
all attention to themselves, and left scarcely > 
to ather of them, but to Adela in particu^ 
lar, ability to think of any thing, save the 
distress that awaited Mr. Cleveland; 

The time which he had speci6ed (that is; 
a week) for setting out on his return, was 
fully elapsed, and, for two nights and two 
days, Julius had never been at home \ Tal- 
bot, also, during the last twenty.»four hours, 
had wholly absconded, and Adela, was very 
speedily informed, that their servants were 
missing likewise. 

She instantly, on^^hearing tihis, dispatch- 
ed a messenger to the house in Hertford^ 
street, as well as to General Cleveland's in 
Berkeley -square, hoping they might have 
been seen, or at least, heard of, at one of 
those two places. 

. The answer brought back, was most clis* 
pirit ing. At neither of the houses had any 
account whatever been obtained of them. 

What next to su||[est, she was wholly at 
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a 1o08, The dome^ics aroupdher all looked 
full of conjecture and wonder. She was 
herself dismayed beyond the power of con* 
cealment; and Mtss^vers^ extremely con* 
cerued for her^ neither knew what comsola-* 
lation to offer, nor, from the agitation in 
which she beheld her, what conclusions to 
draw* 

On pretence of indisposition, their ac* 
^customed visitors were excluded* Amongst 
the number, there was only one in wbooi 
Adela felt^any inclination to confide.-^ 
This was Lord Rothbury, whose age and 
sound judgment, qualified liim to be a res* 
pectable friend and useful .adviser. But sh^ 
knew not whether her father would const* 
der him as. a person sufficiently privileged 
foy long-established intimacy to be made the 
confidant of family affairs : and on mature? 
reflection, she herself became reluctant to 
publish, to one wholly unconnected with 
them, the suspicions and alarm that ha* 
rassed her. 

. Invariably her thpughts pointed towards 
the nameless guest at Mrs. Elmer^s* She 
would have given the universe to ascertain 
whether any lady had, within the two last 
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dayis^ been nms^frotn {|ieiifee< 9>iit wb^ifi 
(tmild %be employ tb ttinke the enqvAry ? K(^ 
r«t?evf^al of hstet^oiif ^c had been scrtight for 
tm either side^ smefe^she and Mfs> Elt^ef 
bad been resideftts at RichmoiKl ; indeed, 
the viMts of Adela to that likdy, had been 
etprc9s\y jMrbhibited by Mr. Cleveland, zi 
well as discouraged by Julius ; — and therC^ 
fdve, suddenly t& ft)>pear at the hduw on 
i^s€^ an errand^ she ftit to be itnpowiWe.-*^ 
It was equally so, to entrust the ct3rttnnt^ 
STOti to adoiHeatYC t s?nce, if her feelings of 
afeterly ddicacy recoHed from betraying^het 
fearaf to Lord RotMnify, how infifntteiy 
gwaterwcrc the oljjccf ions tacic^ofsmgthem 
not ^iily to her o^n household, but to the 
mh&U estabtishment 6f the ^y Mrs. Eh 
jner ^— 

^ An elopement, she was convinced had 
tdken f>taee. Who the lady was, on whose 
account JTuIius had thought himself com* 
pefled to adopt such ^ measure, she was 
utterly incompetent to decide : but of thlil 
she was certain j-^«that it wouldinftitt upon 
her father the keenest disquietude.— liV'here 
to direct to him, she was ignorant : there 
wad every re^^son, however, to believcj, that 



r 
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lie was on his wacy botne, and trould be ait 
tke Villa iu the courste eitber 4>f lh£ present 
or the succeeding clay. 

II«!r only lefuge against total issactivity^ 
(that most intolerable of gtievanices to a 
bccnxbhd miml) was in tf riting wrthoat de- 
lay to Mn. Somerville. That Lady's vigi* 
fiity to the Scottish borders (on the proba*^ 
Ue s«ippo«itioii that bet brother had taked 
the road so often traced by fogitiyes of i 
nmtiar 4(Ri;criptioiiX mig&t efiable her to 
act in the affair, either personally Off by 
proxy^ with some efBcct ; anpl it wa» a ]«{ief 
though hot a tempoiiarf oae^ to Adel»"s dnf^ 
tuzf^ance, to occupy herself m detailing i| 
to so firm and afifecttoaate a frienct > 

When h^ lettet wais Written a^ srat off^ 
all the restlie»mes» of protracted suspei^so 
rensoiled npon her ; and the dread of seeing 
ber father overwhelmed by so nnexpected 
dn event, haunted her without cessatimi. 

As the time drew nearer when his return 
was hourly anticipated by alt the principal 
servants, as well as by herself, she could not 
remain in one spot> or engage in any spe- 
cies of occupation a moment: but wan« 
dering listlessly through the rooms without 
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aim and, almost without consciousness^ shi 
found herself at last in Mr. Cleveland's 
study^ and started on beholding^ upon his 
writing table^ an unopened letter directed 
in her brother's hand. 

Surprised that it had not been perceived 
and mentioned to her before^ she eagerly 
rung the bell, and enquired whether her 
brother had left it there himself, or whether 
it had recently arrived, and been placed ib 
it's present stuation^ by any person now in 
the house? 

With one voice^ the domestics all pro^ 
fessed not to know any thing of tlie matter-^ 
tio one had seen such a letter — no one had 
even suspected it*s existence ! 
. This was not an assertion that she found 
it very easy to credit : the room had never 
been locked, and the preceding day, two 
female servants had been busied several 
hours in cleaning and arranging it. But 
Adela knew, that where mystery is intended, 
it is useless to evince disbelief unless the 
means of effecting a detection are easily 
attainable. She had no such means, and 
of this she was sensible that the servants 
were perfectly convinced* 
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* She thereibre diBihissed wklioutreprbach, 
though not without vexation the disclaim* 
ing household^ and remained anxiously me** 
ditatingupon the propriety of leaving the 
letter where she had found it, or of taking 
it into her own possession to deliver it to 
her father after she had had leisure to pre* 
pare him for its probable contents. The 
Study being the room in which all lettera 
that came for him in his absence were 'ge- 
nerally deposited, it was certain that it 
would be nearly one of the first which he 
would enter ; and how might the sudden 
disclosure of his son s flight, operate upon, 
a frame debilitated by recent sickness^ sha- 
ken by actual fatigue, end at all times sub-, 
ject to being powerfully affected by men* 
tal irritation r 

''^uch a blow " cried she may stun him 
irrecoverably! I dare not let it fall upon him 
without endeavouring to break its force bf. 
some preparatory intimationi^—- Oh, Julius 1 
What would eternally be your remorse, 
were the abrupt communication of thb act 
of yours, to produce fatal effects upon the 
life of a parent, who has ever so indulgently, 
so partially, loved you !"— 
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* This thoQght detenmned her ; and die 
liaitoied out of the loom, heating the int^ 
^ojrtant letter with her. 

About an hoitf before c&mer Mr, Qevch 

hind arrived. 

Though pale aaid Adkingy Adeldi^ dtaead* 
iog the mSaaetUm of the atrvaDts^ ileir 
to t^e gate to moethin. Hi&unnispcotingH-M 
Jna einen chearfiiL gieetiiinga pieaoed hn ts 
the heart; it was erident that no tiadi^gs 
of miachaefhad }eetfouDd their way to hinv 
and ahe saw with^ c o mte ma tioa^. that the 
ndiole task of revealing' wholhad happened^ 
moat iscKita^Iy be hers. 

• On fitting the carriage he aeeompa^^ 
Bied hta daughter to the vaual sitting rooio^f 
thanked Miss Bivfra with tyuch poliflenesa 
for granting to his young house^keeper tbe 
indulgence of her company ;. and then en- 
quired wfaena JuHns was» and hmr he hmB 
i% genenal; dtspoeed of his time^ whiiat kfe 
tO' be tfaeis guandkn. 

, "^ He haa been n^vy. little at hone,"^ 
mmmred the emhanaaaed Adcda^ 

^^ iiaa he done ^e bonoars'of faia boat 
vriitk psDper gaUantiy i Haxre Miap Rbrem 
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aodjon b^enicftci^.ptftwUb him ufxm ihe 

** N<i* Sir {. I)«t b9^ M9 «l?9oat yerve* 

Mr* Cl«v«lwAas]MdiiotbJPg furth^c^ but. 

^%tmg dawSi tsi^A^h that b^'VKwklgivft 

g&W ^t MUM l|«C#¥llt ^f tJie $«|^Q(«9^ o£ 

his visit to Sir TboQMs Jovf^t^Xf Skie 

^ I %¥iU<nQt "* ttid iMrfatbar, ^"^ niaka 4« 
mary Ibng hi^feory o£ tlie ftrtf culftrs »tteQ^ 
ding iBj locoption, ai tdejisiiguier but wop* 
^ tkj! Bapsntt^s.. tt iir ^nffioknt i«' iltforo^ 
ycni^t that ivitfa more aatia&usjBiKMr tiCi biift^ 
m1£ tkn fibasaie to his danght^Mnrbrw^ I 
t0ok up mydbo^ for tvo dtya beti^ath bUi 
mof*, and though suroivlgi^ abttei^v^d^ ^nAr 
floldom pennitted. to oeir^iftise mtk him\ 
alone, i fbuind moant to iotirnhftco tha ^nb^^ 
ject wbich yiooi havB ao muobathttrti ana 
evaa to^ render my interference of contide* 
nibie «|vaiL What X had. not an opporhn-' 
nitj of d0taiinig ftdlji to Sir lihoiiaa Mmr. 
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self, I communicated to an old and 
ful -attendant upon his person, whom I 
found extremelv willing to become to ad- 
vocate in the cause^ and whose privileged 
assidttfty, gave him power, at moments- when 
no interruption was to be apprehended, to 
second and enforce the a^iiments of pa« 
tification which 1 had used. ^ 

** The Baronet acknowledged to me^ that 
this fugitive Annabel was the diiild he had 
always most fondly favoured ; even in her 
brother's life-time she had been treated with 
singular partiality, and since that brother's 
death, tfie indulgence which she expe- 
rienced ^ad been unbounded. ^ But an 
acquaintance of a Week," added - h^ ^ a 
young flashy fellow, without name^ with- 
out rank, without a guinea, save his li6U«« 
tenant's pay, has put to flight the semem- 
brance of all my kindness for seventeen 
years ; and has even caused her. to neglect 
me as unfeelingly since her marriage, as if 
the ties of nature were as eonqpletdy foe*, 
gotten as tliose of gratitude and duty." - 
^ €€ I gj^y^ yQQ OS my authority Adela^" 

pursued Mr. Cleveland,' '^ for asserting that 
^ young culprit had not been thua neg« 



» 

lectfiil. I toki kim;: tbat she had writfen 
repeatedly. . I spdke in generail teniiB of the 
Feapectabilitf of Dn >Hattt]Mken and bi# 
whde ftiiinly. I mealSbiied the good cisfi* 
duct, in htf: prctfessiomal career^ of the tti- 
lil^y bridegnk>tnh'-*<aiid, tbettt the matter 
•hoft). came siray «>kpoweml to send the 
erring couple without delay to reeelve hk 
blessing and his <br|[ivetttfM.*' 

The joyful surprise tnth whtcb she heard 
tliis happy termination o^ her fkthet's' li4H:{e 
narrative, droi« fbr some minutes- all sense 
ef disquietude from AdriistV warm and 
friendly heait. ifer thanks for what he 
had undertakenv and whac he had so pros* 
perottsly effected^ were as energetic as they 
were sincere; and Mr. Cleveland's Com* 
placent aspect whilst she spoke, shewed 
that he loved her the better for having 86 
successfolly laboured to oblige her. 

'^ But how. Sir,*' inquired she, when bet 
firet delight, had. a little subsided, ** hoMT 
did Mrs. Forester endure to let you diepart 
invested with such powers ? They are pre^ 
cisely those which she has^ made it apparent 
it Was most her wish that Sir Thomas should 
never be prevailed upon to grant.** 

VOL* v. K 
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^' Her flagrant, her abominable dupli- 
city,** replied Mr. Cleveland, " involved 
her, when onced^ected, in deep and well- 
merited disgrace with the benefactor upon 
whose credulous nature she had so un* 
worthily imposed* When I left them, she 
had been forbidden : his presence, and re- 
mained a. hateful and convicted impostor 
in the eyes of the whole house.'* 

He then arose to go and dress for^ din- 
ner, inquiring aS he left the room, wl^n he 
might expect to see his son? 

Adela, with ilUdisguised agitation^ stam- 
mered out, that his fetuc^n was uncertain. 

^' Do you suppose him to bt in London, 
or at any of his friends in this neighbour- 
hood r 

**I don*t exactly know, Sir, where to 
suppose him." 

^* Suppositions and exactness," said Mr. 
Cleveland, half smiling, '^ seldom go to- 
gether. However, if he returns before my 
usual time of going to rest, I shall be 
satisfied.*' 
He then calmly left the room. 
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CHAP. Xt. 



EXPLANATION. 

* 

The instant the door was closed^ Adela 
sank into a chair near it^ and wept without 
control : — ? 

*' Oh, Miss Rivers/' exclaimed she, as 
that young Lady, with looks of sincere com- 
misseration, flew to her, ^^how shall I^ 
without, perhaps, destroying him, wean my 
poor father from the ilHimed security in 
which he is wrapped ?— Never, never did I 
feel greater reluctance to inflict upon him 
even a shadow of pain ! — How good he has 
heen in this afiair of the Hampdens ; — ^how 
kindly he accepted my acknowledgments ; 
hpw easy, how serene he looks ! — ^Ah, tell 
me, my dear Louisa, is it not the height of 
misery to be obliged, at such a moment, to 
announce to him distressing tidings ?'*— 

^* I am conscious of being very ill quali« 
fied," said Miss Rivers, " to advise you. 

k2 
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Yet, were it my own case, I think I slionld 
defer every unpleasant communication till 
Mr. Cleveland rose from table. Let him 
partake with yoi» of, at leabt, one tranquil 
and refreshing meal after his journey ;— and 
recollect^ that as all information has neces- 
sarily been deferred so long, no great incon* 
yenience can result from a delay of a few 
Bdurs longer.*^ 

£very reprieve was welcome to the frigh«| 
tened Adela* She knew that her frither 
would see no one before she met him again, 
except Gerard, the valet who had travelled 
with him, and from whose known prudence » 
there was no cause to apprehend that he 
would needlessly retail any reports which 
Be might have heard since his return. She 
therefore adopted the opinion of her young 
adviser without scruple; and they repaired, 
at the same moment, to their several apart- 
ments for the purpose of dressing. 

When dinner was over, seizing the op* 
portunity, whilst her father was slumbering 
in hik arm chair, to hold a private conference 
with Gerard, Adela sent for him into the 
breakfast-room. 

She begun by saying, that as he had now 
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heen ^o oiMy hours ia tke home, isIm hiia« 
^oed lie was bit too weli infermcd ^ hm 
brathers disappearance f-^'-nHe bowed vith^a 
air cf sifeot €Oiioertt«^«-9he then ymboed 
^e knar which Jalias had cither laft^ or 
sent, for her fathar., aad b^^ Ibot, to tha 
kk§t •of his jodgmeat) Oeiard wooUad^ise 
harhaw, itedwhen, to dehver it.«*^ 

^^ Foi^ae »y pkMaatt) Jtfadani),** said 
dba intdtigent dbmastie >-^*^ Imt oiy efntaaai 
it^ iflMt tloai^tiaat «o Iwfa beea widdwNI 
a moment. Bdy mattefv J Aas^ wSI ha tdaek 
disf^based wiMp ha diacMan that yoa ham^ 
Ibr any eaos^ kefft it hade. lAllaw ne^ 
withoQt aoquaintnig hia with yonr juMioaB 
kaivwledga af it, tocarry k to hiai direcdy^ 
lariUeay^ thai it Ins hat das instatit betn 
feiiad.'*^ 

* 

^^ Oh, Mr. Gerard, forbear going In with 
it yet a little longer! My poor fiiAer is 
asleep.*— Do not eaddeoly awal^n hiai tt| 
pnt before his eyes, withoot any preparation^ 
a letter which will, probably, he eo craal n 
ahock to him r— * 

^^ Perhaps^ Madam, it contaim soma sa£» 
tening circumstawqes, which may better tend 
tp recondie him to the flight of Mn Jali«B. 
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tlum any tbing that we could say. At all 
events, I dare no longer defer its delivery. 
Pray go back to the room in which yon left 
my master^ and I will follow yon, after a 
short delay, that shall take off the appearance 
of any collnsion between ns."* 

Adela, dismayed at the error which she 
had unintentionally committed, retired from 
this short conference with ten -fold encreased 
anxiiety, and again rejoined her father. Mi^ 
Rivers had retreated to her own apartment^ 
and Mr* Cleveland, as his daughter had toUL 
Gerard, was in a sonnd and placid sleep. 

^* And mnst he^ thought she, aflfectionately 
r^arding him as she g^tly crossed the 
floor, '^ must he be disturbed from tins 
needfdl and salutary slomber? — ^Ah, how 
long it may be ere he sleeps thus compose^y 
agiom i — 
' The unm^ciful Gerard, however, who, 
^perhaps, by his impatient master, had 
sometimes incurred reproof for being di* 
latory, shewed none of these refinements 
of compassion ; hot now entering with 
scarcely any caution to avoid awaken* 
ing him with a start, he walked coolly 
up to his chair, saying: ^^ Here's a let* 
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ter, sir, which I have jnst discovered^ was 
lying for you on yonr Study table.'* 

Then placing it within reach of the, yet^ 
only half-conscious slnmberer^ he imme- 
diately retired.— 

After some moments spent in vainly trying 
fo shake off the drowsiness that oppressed 
him, Mr* Cleveland said : '* Adela, open 
this letter for me and see who it is from.** 

Adela approached, but ilierely taking the 
iP3rsterions epistle in her hand^ without at* 
tempting to unseal it, she hesitatingly said-*- 

'' It is from JuKus^ Sir ; had you not bet- 
.ter let it remain till yon are able to read it 
yourself?** 

. ^^From Julius ?* repeated he, forcing open 
jiis eyes^—*^ Why should he write f — ^Ah, I 
doubt not, it is to a)iply for money!— The 
boy is perpetually gettuig into some scrape, 
from whidi my purse must be taxed lo re- 
lieve him.**— - 

Adda retreated whilst he broke the wax, 
and had even the forbearance, partly from 
delicacy, pardy from fear, not to look at 
her father whilst he was reading. She drea- 
ded to bear his first sentence after the lec* 



tMPd was oi^er-^and aimogt dreaded tiie first 
glance of his eye. 

Whatever was the purport of tiie scfoO^ 
it seemed of considerable length, and in- 
tensely rivetted its reader's attention to the 
Tery end. From time to time, a ipehement 
^xckuitatioa bnrst finom him, but whedier 
Ipartalddg most of anger, grief, or amajse^ 
ment, Adela foond k difficidt to decide. 

At lettgtfa, sbe heard the nwtlkig of tbt 
|>aper as he folded it ap ; and after a ff^ 
ibwftd pawe, he said in a tone of 4)0Qceii» 
{rated eno4|o«i«^ 

^'Hiis letter has betgi written Ibur daye: 
has Jnlius been absent so long ?"* 

Adela faindy answered, ^ He has. Sir T 
. ^^ Yon ahoald have told me this jmHiai> 
diately ;r<*yon shoidd have written to me tha 
nistent yon missed Inm."— «» 

'^ I knew not, £Sr, with any cartamty^ 
where a letter wonld find yon.*"—- ^ 

^ That is true: bat an express sent to 
me at Bir Tliomaa Forester's, might have 
been directed to follow me, i^atever roate 
I had taken,'"— However, I blame yon not im 
anger ;^^-4he delay is immaterial, since w>^ 
thing could have been done/* 
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H« spoke with a calftiBess wfaick, tltoitgii 
.forced, AdUsIa derived some com&rt from ; 
«nd she now 'ventured to stij-^ 

'^ Copeat as were the perple^f and terror 
wfaidi the first discavery of mj hrother's 
departure gave me^ I yet trusty deatest Siitf 
that hts afiktrs may take a happy toru^ und 
that ali may teroiii»ite to your satisl&CH 
tioo/ , . 

^^ AddUr resumed Mr. Cleveland, ^^ I am 
wdl pleased at the honorable reserve with 
"whieh yoo dedioed reading this rash htsf^ 
ejqplaoalory l^tear. He assurea me,^ that yoa 
are wholly uuacqvamted with the secret of 
ibis affiuFS« If such is the ease^ it Is the 
only part of his recent conduct thait merits 
to escape ooudemoatiott. A few days boWj, 
WKost dtsnpate the mystery: meanwhite^ 
-aapeudyoor enquiries, aud disguise yoir 
'wneasiatess fi^om every eye.** 

Adela confirmed her brotlmr'S assertion of 
the post igacMraace in wKch she had beea 
held ; ftud Mr;. Cleyeland, evidently yeluo'^ 
(tant ta poisuie tho cot^ersatimi^ h^ide her 

^ ttody to vrit«^ 

That thft int^i||Mw*w]iic|Lilift hd «^ 
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mQcli dreaded his learning, wore a donble 
aspect, and thoogh it agitated bim, had 
likewise left an opening for lu^, so sin* 

/ eerely rejoiced her, that she met Miss lU* 
vers with a countenance enlivened by the 
most cheariug presages. 

** I am trnly happy ** said that amiable 
girl, '^ to see, once more, the symptom ^ a 
smile npon yonr countenance. Yon have, I 
presuhie, found your father less sensibly af- 
fected by the late occurrence than you had 
expected^ and I sincei^y congratulate yon 
'n(K>n being relieved from the^apprebensions, 
on: bis account, which you had entertained^^ 
She then very frankly requested Adela to 
tell her, whether, at such a period, her pre- 
sence might not be a restraint extremely 

« unacceptable to Mr. Clevelaad ?— ^^ I am 
willing"* added she, ^^ though, believe me, 
far from anxious, to teraainate my visit im* 
mediately. Your kindness has made it de*^ 
ligbtful to me, notwithstanding the doud, 
which, during these last three or four days, 
has hun^Qver us : but 1 am not selfish enough 
'to wish to prcJong it one momtnt beyond 
the time that would be equally desirable to 
yourelf and jfour £Eith^.**«~ 
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« My fether " cried Adela, gratrfally tak' 
ing her hand, "shews not, 1 am happy to 
81^, ike remotest inclittation to deprive me 
of the pleasure which 1 receive from your 
society ; and if ifou can prevail npon your- 
self not to be in any haste to deprive me of it 
either, it will be the greatest act of diarity 
you can perform. Yoa will assist me ia 
snpp<Hrting his spirits; and such is my con- 
fidence in yo«r ea^reme good nature, that 
with this object ih view, I fed more than 
half tempted to believe,' yofc will subnut 
without repining to the dullness of your vi- 
sit."— ' 

Miss Rivers insisted no further upon her 
plin of immediate departure : and neither 
she nor Adela saw any reason afterwards 
to distrust the hospitable feelings which 
Mr. Cleveland continued to entertain. 

But that gentleman, though anxious to 
^petir at ease, his daughter plainly perceived, 
was most tormentingly agitated, unhinged, 
and at internals, even desponding. Tho. 
sight of Lord Rpthbury, and his kinsman, 
whose assiduous visits used to give him so 
much plMswr, seemed now, almost to inflict 
np«a biii»)>ai&. Much of bis time hs spent 
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in Blowly tiaversnig the garden walks, alene 
and fiill of thought ^— in re^perosing hie 8on*s 
letter; — ^in eagerly examining every morn- 
ing and evening newspaper, or in private^ 
qaestioning his confidential Genurd, whoso 
sole employment it now seemed to be, to 
sally forth on a daSy snocession of secret 
embassies to London, or its environs. 

When evening came, and these resomrcfo 
against tfe^e misery pfsittaig down mpassi/vo 
inqnietnde^ WMe ezhansted, or uoavoidsbly 
snspended, Mr. Clevelaild^ dejection^ in 
defiance of all his efforts, became no less ob« 
vions than pitiable. He coold devote no 
permanent attention tosmy thii^ : conver* 
sation, nftisie, reading, all seemed equally 
oppressive to him ; every ring at the gate» 
ev^ibotstep crossing the hall, shook his^ 
nerves, and overthrew his, hot dissembled^ 
firmness. 

It was most melancholy, daring tbeso 
long hours, to witness, veithont the means 
of allaying, snch evident discomposnie : what* 
ever on Adela'# part, the liTcUest sentimenta 
of doty and aftctioa, andontfa^t of Miss 
Rivers, the silicerest disposttm to secoo4 
Iter endeavours could fti^st ia Its witHKt^ 
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tian> mis perseveriQgljr ftttempted. They 
mfiected spirits which they ^d not feel ;--^ 
pvopofted bpoka wUchthey bad no coriositf 
to perme^^-'^^WKl rang, whea, in fiict^ they 
were more disposed to cry, — ^Their exer don^ 
were sojfere4> Imt wMeAf percmved-^-toi^ 
satedi bat ne^tr eoeoursiged. 

TbrM deys^ m4 three irksome evesingi 
were thiU speot# Juliiiis had been gone ft 
^if^ddl^ land, ne letter ^her from himself^ 
£rom Talbot, or from Mrs. SbmerYiUe, iil 
aakweir jto the ooe oddfMsed to her by Adela, 
hmA ffi heim iteee$?ed* Mt. CU\^hnd\ 
eofusterkiation ewreased with every passing^ 
hour, and thi^eotened the most serious iU^ 
eoviiieqneiiee to hie healths Adela was in ter» 
wot for him^ and more poignantly displeased 
with her brother thav ^he had hitherto' ever 
feiU Sear(3ely oocild ahe forbear taxing. Im 
op^y with ingratitude and inbuitoaaity;: 
ilvid'ami^ waa the share of liesestmeot, al<- 
jnost eqtially ^eveie^ whv^ she hestowed upoft 
Xalbo« himaetC 

Hiw weipe! affairs eitnate^, Md Major 
Monthermw (eoi^tmfaged by ber for the firffe 
time since he had declared his smUinmrtis^ te 

loigtlMI Us vwii>,wa8 vftiag with tlMu 4fi«r 
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tea, vainly assisting her own and Miss Ri^ 
Ters*s efforts to dispel the ^oora imprinted 
upon her father^s broiir, when^, on 'hcafing 
flpme litfle hnstle amongst tbe^-^erviifiits^ in 
the hall, they nnaaimonsly pnused-— 4is» 
tened — and, in itnitation of Adela^ were 
starting np to make enqniries. The ^oov 
flew open, however, before she could reach 
k, and Talbot precipitately entered. 

Mr. Cleveland darted fori^ard on beJboldK- 
ing him, and wildly eKclaSmed*— ' 

" h Jnlins-'-^j Talbdt,-^teU- me^ is J^ 
lins. . .** Safe he would have aidded, hai 
checked, partly by the vi^ence of his own 
emotions, partly by the presence of the Ma^ 
jor, he looked the question he was unable 
4o utter, and stood fixedly re^rdiog his 
Nephew with eyei that almost started from 
Cb^tr sockets, and lips that quivered, and 
were blanched wSth terror. 
" '^ Let, me have' ^me Gonversat)in» virilh 
.yoq, Sir, in another room,*- ctied l\dbot^ 
much concerned at the exceH^bf'his'Uncle^s 
purturfaation, — <^ I have nothiiljg but good 
taannounee ; calm yo<irs<^lf, and come witft 
ne into your study.*'—- ' * • 

- 'Theo> as he passed A'^laf/ » ti^jinej 
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towards the door> he stopped a moment, and 
would have spoken to her : but she shook 
her head with an air of reproach, refused 
to give him her hand^ and in a low voices 



*^. Cmel Talbot!'— how much you have 
contribated to all that my poor father has 
sofTeredr 

^' You will regret the unkindness of this 
accusation/' cried he, extremely hurt at her 
seriousness, '^ if^ indeed^ soon> you do not 
dismiss me toocompletely from yourthonghts^ 
•Ten to recollect your own iaj.8tice T 

Such an answer, surprised no less than 
it pained her, and her eyes followed him 
as he quitted the room with looks of per«> 
plexed enquiry : but Mr. Cleveland gave 
'him no time to speak again^ anxious to has^ 
•ten with him into a more private apartment* 

Soon after their retreat, Major Mouther- 
mer, seeing Adela too mudi ctisqoieted for 
conversatiob on general and indigent sufa^ 
jects, and conscious that some- domestic af- 
fair was under discussion, in which he, prcr 
bably could have no interest^ had the deli* 
eacy to take leave. 
' To the few fiuniUes Mr. Cleveland visited 
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in the environs of his Vifla, the disaf^peat^ 

ance of Julias^ though it was no secret, 

vas whoUjr inexplicable. Tiie caase. to which 

the ma^iitjr attribopled iU '^^ some pecn^ 

niary involvement which be was fearfid of 

eommnnicating to his fathat • ^ Others^ in-* 

formed of the duel in which ha hadoo^ been 

engaged^ ascribed to a second affair of the 

same natoBe^ his pveseot abscoodeace :'>'— and 

all agreed, that had his fl%fat taken place 

with a lady, ihe mnst, as well aa iumsel^ 

have been missed. Great and indefatigabfe 

had been the dil%ence Mcerted to ascertain^ 

whether any yoothfiilfemale*~classiiig either 

as maid, widc^v, or wifi»— *had as nnceri^ 

isonionsly >a»ished as the convicted JnlioSa 

Bist no Gonqilaining Guiardian, Father, or 

H«sb«nd, IumI hitherto been discoveredL 

Every boose seemed to have it's allotted com«^ 

fdement of &ir inhabiitants ;•«— every celebra« 

ted beaaty was, as.usoal,. visible at every 

accnstomed hatml; and not a single deficiency 

had been observed amongst intrigoipg wives 

and n^ heii9sses.-T--Neither the plain witb- 

aot moneys nor the beantifnl without feshian^ 

were enquired after or taken, idtoth^aor 

oovAl;:-^ bciug weH koowo^ .tb»t fluey .aro> 
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4a descriptioQ inf persdm who are never t iin 
ftwaj with. 

The absence of Mr. Clerdand^ tbongli it 
scarcely lasted lia)f an hoar, appearod to 
Adela endle8s«~4Iad tidings of good^ asTal* 
iiot annoonced, faani ail widely be bad to 
reveal, wonld so long jm interriew ba'vie 
lieen requisite to eonimnnifiate them ?-"-49bM» 
.looked every moment at her ws^ch ;— *ehe 
Choaght Talbot and her fether equally nur^ 
min^l €3i her fseltngs^ tfaas te protract her 
«iiapense ;--<and bad the beUered, thatihe 
&te pf her future life depended irreroodi^ 
tnpon the reralt of lihk conversation^ 3he 
eonki not hare fdte more deeply interested 
to kara what that resalt had been. 

Atiengtbi Mr. C3eveknd*i8 voice reached 
her ear as he unclosed the Sti»dy door, and 
fkut Wrd him aay, hi an accent thataoonded 
anifaiated and chearfbl^-* 

^^ Be padenty! and I Will send h^ to yon.'* 

'^ It is me, he means/' cried she, rejoi« 
eingly-— ^^ Oh^ how happy I shall be ivhen 
<h^e difitisacting pmplexities are all deared 
upr— 

She sprung forward, and met her father 
as h^ entered^,— ^^ You told Talbot, dearest 
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Sit,** Ae eagerly cried, '^ that you would, I 
tbink, send me to him ? May I then, ink 
mediately go, and satisfy my impatience to 
hear all that he is come to commmicate r** 

Mr* Cleveland took hold of both her hands, 
' and pressed them between his own with m- 
lent bat expressive aflection. Adda gazed 
at him with gratefiil amazement* His eyes 
were filled with tears, yet beaming with joy ; 
-a smile of mingled sensibility and delight 
played over hb countenance, — that counte- 
nance on which an -entirely new charactw 
seemed benignantly impressed* 

'^ My dearest father/' exclaimed Adela, 
deeply penetrated by bis unwonted kind- 
ness, ^^ what is it that has thns visiUy af- 
.fected you ?•— -How transported^ yet how ton* 
ched you kjok ! ' 

He once more pressed her liaods, and 
when able to speak, said in a (ieae for which 
&be coutd have fallen at bis feet to thank 
him—* 

^ Go, my dear child — Ibjr I am totally inca- 
pable, at this agitated minute, of giving 
you the explanation which yon so solici- 
tously demand.** . 

She stopped to imprint a kiss of acknow«^ 
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le^gment opon each of the hands that held 
hersy and then flew impatiently towards the 
Study. 

It was opened for her as^she approached;— ^^ 
•he darted through the door^way-*— tamed to 
address Talbot^ — and foand herself in the 
presence— -^found h^self^ (giddy from excess 
of astonishment) supported by the arms of 
Lord Ennerdale ! 

What he said—what were the impassioned 
protestations which ^e poured forth, she 
was too overwhelmingly agitated to hear. 
Breathing short — ^her complexion rapidly 
Tarying, her limbs almost tottering beneath 
their weight, she could only . in &int, yet 
enraptured accents, exclaim — 

^^ Oh, Algernon ! Can this be possible ? 
Good Heaven, can it, indeed, be possible^ 
that such a meeting has been authorized by — 
wy Father r 

** Your father, my ever-loved, my own 
Adela,— my now promised bride ! — ^Your fa- 
ther himself privileged me to tell you, that 
he sanctions the dearest wish of my heart ! — 
That he accepts me for his son ;— that he 
bestows upon me the hand which I have so 
loi^ and so vainly sighed to obtain I — ^WiU 
not you, my unutterably dear Adela, whom 
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hitberto, to my despatr, 1 kare ever foQint 
toinfflexibly absenrsiit of tfil fMiestal de* 
crees, will yon not now confirm the liopes 
he bids me chemh ? — ^Will yim be obedient 
only when he commimds my wjectiDii ?-- 
When he interdicts even the sight of my 
hand-writing f — ^When he aknost «Bgi^et 
you to another ?**— 

Adela, recovering gradnaBy ber tewildered 
pereeptioBSy looked at bam with « piayfnl 
smfle^ and satd-~ 

^ This last accnsatioB> I perceive by ibie 
solemnity with wbicii it is lattered, ymi r^ 
gard in m very beioons a ligbt> that it will 
require -some time and some efequence to d^ 
feet my justification. But let me defer it iaA 
I hear what has brought aU tbe wonders of 
this meeting about. Where isTaHiot^-^Did 
you come with him ? — Is my brother in any 
degree instrumental to your having been thu» 
favorably received ? 

He now led her to aseat^ and placing bi"^ 
self next to her — 

^ Had 1/ said be, ^^ disastrous news ta 
lelate, I trust that I should be more drcnm- 
spect : but to shorten suspense by even aa 
abrupt disclosure of tidings that are piea« 
tant, can nevei^beinjurious.*^n three word^ 



tftAIXa Of UATVVLZ. 913 

AeO) my Adela^ lisan, that ]^nr brother 
is BOW also becomt my brother* — Uxat he is 
ibe hosband of in; aktec !*' 

The start, the si^lden animaticHi with 
wkidL'dhe clasped her banda^ and. fixed her 
aparkliiig eyes upon his face, asrif 1x> read in 
it's expmsion the fall confirmatioii of thia 
joylnl boi eztraofidifiary intelligeocejf drew 
fipom Lord £niierdkde a smile, and gratified 
him iir tlur uost sensible degree : 

^^ I jndge from these silent indications o£ 
pleasocaUe rarprise/' said he^ '^ that the new 
relation yon. hare obtained^ will experience 
from yon at yonr first meetings a troly sis* 
tedyv a kifid and ^vmk a glad reception. 
Few cirenihstaAces will giv« her peater de- 
light. She speakk of jiouj I am assured, ivithr 
an adhiiratioa'^-^nT eagerness to be permitted 
to claim yonr.firiendsbip,. whiclt almost en« 
titles, bar to obtain.it independant. of every 
other conaideretion.^^ 

'' Let ns talk,** cried Adela hastily '' of 
i&e. flattering dispositians which. she. coodes* 
oends to entertain for me». at some, other mo- 
ment : but at the present^ in. pity to my: im- 
patience, tell me noUung^^LordEnnerdale, 
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tbat does not relate to this incredible— ^thb 
astonishing marriage.*'— 

'^ And why, my sweet Adda, at a period 
which 1 had flattered myselfyon woald deem 
so important to oar own interests, why most I 
speak only of theaflairs of others?*7-^Are there 
not a thousand things which it is natural to 
suppose I must be far more anxious to say 
and to hear from yon ? — ^After a separatkm 
so long, so painful and so involuntary, is it 
not a circumstance of some alarm, to find 
yon thus eager to fly to any subject uncon* 
nected with our present feelings, or our fu- 
ture prospects r** 

' '^ I begin to perceive,** resumed Adela, 
afiecting to look at him somewhat appre- 
hensively yet nnable to conceal a lurking 
smile, ^' that you are come hither with a 
fixed determination to distrust whatever I 
4o say, and to reproach me for whatever I 
do fiofsay! — This is u little hard, and al- 
most tempts me to run bade to my father 
to seek from his lips the information which 
you have now made me half afraid of again 
soliciting fromyonrs,'* 

Reprove me— chide me*-»«ay to me what 



€( 
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yon pliase ; begin only, beloved Adela, by 
teUing me that^ absence has not weakened 
yoor a&ction ! — That my retarn, my avspt- 
ckms reception from yoor father, commn** 
nicates to yon some portion of the exquisite 
del%bt it imparts to me 1— <»In shorty tell me 
frankly, generously-^nobly tdl me, tliat yon 
are firmly convinced it will be the study of 
my fnttire life to promote yonr happiness, 
and that yon partidpate sincerely in the joy 
which I -experience .fvom yonr being, at 
length, permitted to constitute all my own/* 

Adela, unable to resist the urgency of these 
entreaties, now, with bright yet glistening 
eyes, extended towards him her hand, 
saying-— 

^^ I would that the gift were more deser^ 
ving the value you attach to it ! Bnt, take 
it, dearest Algernon, and let the true aflec- 
tion, the implicit confidence with which* it 
is bestowed, atone for all its other imper* 
fections*** 

^^ It has not ^ cried he, with gratefnl im- 
petuosity, **the shadow of an imperfection 
under heaven ! It is every thing that the 
heart of man coold wish ;--kind, iaithfnl, 
honorable and undisguised ! And the fervent 
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teodemesf with which! prin it, no IttBgmgB- 
CBB do jostiee to.-— Sweetest Adela^ foiigifff 
tile petiihinoe of my refMroaebe8p*-«Ae vehe^ 
Biettee widi which I importxmmi tm ikm 
frank arowal.— *That yonr hrved nev i hadl^ 
pechftpB^afterthegekucoiis assurances whidb 
your ^ve me itt. towoy nor reaacmaUe caasv 
to diirtrnst t^^^-httt alfoni £» the alann asrah 
kened by the ptohibitioii of my leMefes^ m 
apeedfly foUbwed by tiK ivtriligeaee ef Moiii* 
thermev's authorized assiduitiea.*"*^ 

'^ Noir,. however,** cried Adda^ ^^ diaK 
tiiese alarms omst eidier be for emc bamahed^ 
or utterly iDcarable> will you, at last»jiMhi]|^ 
me with some dfetait o£ my hrothei^a (onr 
brother^s) hbtory ?*' 

** U there any fhtng^ whi^^h' Ir ought 
evten to permit mysdf a wishr to iiefiiee yoiii^ 
Yet^^thoegh I have acknowledged yofor tight 
to^my obedience, exact it wilh mercy, and 
compel me not, this eveiung^ to be striistlyr 
minute in the account yon demand.** 

'* Then I really mutit have reoourse to 
Talbot! — ^Pray tell me» what is become o£ 
him ? He ymcld prove much die most aa*> 
tistaetoir^ naiKator of: the two J* 
/^ Possibly he migbt*p-4t is therefom. oo^^ 
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lac^ for yon^ that business of his own ob- 
liged him to go back to town.- 

*^^ I much question whether you have the 
humility to think his place very ill supplied!-— 
But at all events^ I entreat you not to de« 
fer your relation any longer.** 

^^ At what part of the strange eventful 
history nmst I begin ? Not^ I hope> at the 
very first page ?*• 

** Oh, yes, — at the very first page !— -I can 
dispense with no one particular connected 
with thestoryV* 

*^ Do you know, that th» is nothing short 
of absolute tyranny ?--*AQd tyranny, you 
will recollect^ is ever the most infallibla 
promoter of rebellion !— Behold me^ theuj 
a rebel declared.—- 1 am in too great a tu-" 
mult of happiness to engage in a deliberate 
and circumstantial recital of other people*s 
adventures ; it is barbarous to expect it ! 
All I can undertake, is, to answer, in as 
few words as possible^ half a dozen Ij^ading 
questions.*— State them^ therefore, dearest 
Adela, as expeditiously as you can.** 

^< This is being, indeed in open revolt! But 

to do the best I can with so refractory a sub*^ 

ject^ let me begin by asking where^ when, 
VOL* v» h 
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and from whcMQ tb^ mfm hf vof hMEharli 
marriage first reiiche4 y<Hi ?* 

'^ Kero ore three %ueu^M in 0w» whiok 
I ^sball by OP Qieao3 ^aw jra« to «onpiit9 
unfairly iii tb^ siDgolar muiiilwv Wli^n I 
have answered tkem, let U Iw mawnilwNBcU 
t^at, according ito iigreemfi^ i f«intki m 
ypPT debt only for three t^j/^ m9m*-^¥m9tt 
then, I heard the intelligence at ])J€ir<di^g^ 
tQnXastle ;— secondly, it reached, iqe imr 
iQ0r>niiig9 aiucf f-^thirdly, it was Y#rba% 
communicated to sie by Talbot CU y«l4^4 " 

Ad^la now boeaBw w «ari»^ iW leM me* 
thodlcal^ hot JPore sfttLsfMUu-y in^iM^^n^ 
thatl^ord Eniiierdalethi:^^ ^de hU raiUery* 
and f iLv« her« without innher he^itaUoi^ ^h« 
ngtoat di^ar and gi^ci^ratfL accQiiAt i^ Iw 



Be repiind^ hef ^ th^t m the first ardvf^ 
in town of the Dowager t^ady £iin^dah)^^t 
had accounted far not ha^viog brpnght with 
h^r his sifter, by apqnaiwf^^g tk^ AfwmieyB 
and himself, that she hft4, la|i( her^to^ «f»md 
a few wedgs at tb^ hpwe pf Mr* ^nd Mf^ 
BeUalnont^ which thc^y had fitof^)crt ftt in 
their way, ipteudingj hpwavef , oi4f^ ^ tf^^ 
m^in the);e {ir^gle nig])^^ l^e. »t^r 4^. 
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ihU hatbitatron, a mau of large fortund, atid 
▼ery exteasfve adjaaintaacey wa4 mdkmg 
sumptuous preparations for the celcbfattoti 
^ bifi 800*^ooe and twimtieth btrlMa/, and 
coltectii]^^ on the occ^mouy as numerotfi 
kn assemblage of guests ds hb apacioua 
redidettce would coiitahi* 

Amongse the rrat, soon af4ier the e9ta<>. 
bti^hment of Mis^^Mordingtan lathis gay 
wMisiofk, arrived yoong Bellanioiit^g pani* 
cufeF friend, and one who* ieetMi td be iw 
high favoar with both kis parents^ J^viui 
Clevekifdc 

Jdliiia and Miss ItioniaiigjNiii wa6 peiM* 
nally unaesqjuainted : bnt they each^ frooir 
family considerationsy haci reuoa to dis^ 
like bccomoi^ mroate»*«-and each addptad 
towarda the other, a system of studied re« 
aecire, and deliberate avoidanoe. 

# 

The Bellamonis exerted their utnfM>st 
i^^nuity to dispel this mutual antipathy*^ 
They weie partial alike to* Misft Mordingw 
toaaiid to^ young CleveTand ;^ and it struek 
thttoci, that if they couU succeed la esta^ 
blishin^ any things Itke amity between! two 
^sdividuaisr ^dch so beloved in their respeo* 
tivefamilks^ they should be effecting an 

1.2 
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act of real usefulness^ and preparing the 
way for the general reconciliation of both 
the houses. 

^' Upon this principle/' proceeded Ix>rd. 
Ennerdale, ^' these intermediating powers, 
put into play their profoundest arts of po« 
licy, and brought into action every engine 
they could employ, to forward their pacific 
measures. The most effectual of these 
instruments, I believCi though the one 
which they could claim the least merit from 
haviog provided, was £udocia*s extraordi-* 
nary beauty. You have seen her, my Adela, 
and will exculpate me from the charge of 
mere fraternal vanity when I thus venture 
to express myself. To these personal at- 
tractions, aided, perhaps, by the concilia- 
tory efforts of the Bellamohts*, your bro- 
ther, after a short and ineffectual struggle> 
imperceptably began to yield. It was so 
arranged, that no place was ever vacant for 
him at table, but one next my sister ; no 
other partner could ever be found disen- 
gaged fbr him to dance with ;— *if she rode 
out, he was the first gentleman named by 
the Bellamonts to escort her. — In short, 
wherever she chose to go, whatever plan 
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^he proposed^ whatever amusement she en- 
gaged in> it seemed inevitably decreed that 
Julius Cleveland should be at her side — 
that Julius Cleveland was to be its par* 
takef. 

'^ These assiduities^ flattering, at first, to 
Eudocia's vanity only, by degrees^ acquired 
importance in her eyes from softer motives. 
She spentat Mr. Bellamont's a fortnight in 
the daily habit of seeing her new captive^ 
in the constant practice of walking, ridings 
dancing, or conversing with him ; and at 
the termination of that fortnight, it would 
have been difficult to decide, whether the 
lady or the gentleman was most in love. 

"On the return-to town of your brother, 
with feelings, respecting my family and my* 
self so entirely changed, it was a blow to 
him the severest that could have been in* 
flicted, to hear that I had made proposals 
which had encountered so unqualified a re^ 
pulse.-— With what hopes of success could 
he now apply, either to me or to Lady En* 
nerdale, for the hand of Eudocia? How 
could he ever bear to confess to ' his father 
the revolution which his sentiments had 
undergone ?— the heavy penalty which he 



wa3 payuig for exciting prejudices Against 
me, DOW t>ecoine ao detrimental to his own 
prospects? Wps tliere the stnallest chancy 
that Mr* Cleveland would take any steps to 
forward a union between his son and the 
sister of h^m whom be had so imperiously 
rejected for his daughter f •-• J uliua det- 
paired, and, perhaps^ not^ ifli^tly^ oS toeing 
lible Co instigate his father to so extraordl> 
nary a proceeding : and, therefore, relying 
wholly on the influence which be bad ob«^ 
tained over Eudocia, be determined to com* 
mtt bis cause excliisu ely to her ajrbitra^ 
tion; to entrust no one with his projectSi 
nor to hazard their success by an applica^ 
tion to any human beii;^, either for assis* 
tance or counsel 

'^ Thus stood afliins when he learnt that 
she also was now come up from Mr. Bella<» 
monts' ; that &he was in town with L^dy 
Ennerdale, but ^p^dily about to accompa^ 
ny b^r on a vi;iit to Mrs. Elmer^ 9ear 

liicjbimoxifl* 

*^ Instantly his ioiagination, fertile in ex^ 

pedicfits, suggested to bimthe pl^m of i^^ 
ducing your father to talgs this villa. He 
ba^ never heen introduced to Mrs. Elmer : 
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Ettf his friends, the RelkitnontS) beift^ ef 
tlie party at hi;r house) he was assutefl of 
gaining through theti'mraM) i^quent 6p- 
poi taohm of seeing my sbt^r i and knew^ 
fhait iw aH his mtaauMs lor that purpose^ be 
should^ unsoUcfredv possess tn them the 
feirdieM; abettors. Fm'tune favoured his 
views by unexpected circumstances. Lady 
Emierdale le^ feudoda aweek at Richmond 
^whilst she made an estciffsion to visit an oM 
fHend twenty miles distant. During that 
wetk he Mether almoat d^Hy ; he even ob- 
toifitd an inttoduetkm to Mrs. Elmer/ and 
appeawd at the house openly.*' 

''And dfd Mrs. Elmer receive with fa- 
vour," said Adela, ** one whom she could 
not be fgnorant had shewn himself so little 
your friend F 

"The Belfamottts," atiswered Lord En- 
nerdale, ** had paved the way for him, and 
prepared her to view hini no longer as my 
enemy, but as the lover of Eudocia. Mrs. 
EtnK^riias no aversion to a little of theoon- 
sequemrc attached to being a patroness. 
She piobably concluded'also, that in giving 
countenance to the passion of Julius, she 
ivas forwarding my interests; and, no doubt, 
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as be took infinite pains to recommend htm* 

self to ber, sbe soon became well disposed 

to serve bim on bis own account. But tbe 

necessity of doing tbis witb caution, was 

apparent; and^ tberefore, she submitted^ 

, though with reluctance, to deny herself the 

^pleasure of agai^ seeking to cultivate your 

.acquaintance/* 

^* Yet why/' interrupted Adela, *^ were 
they all so afraid of me ?" • 

" Because, my sweet friend, they were 
. averse from . putting it into your power to 
;gi ve me any intimation of what was going 
forward. To confess the troth, Ibad^at 
that time^ an abhorrence of ypur brother's 
disposition (the worj^t parts only of which 
were known to me) that woqld have ren- 
dered me as' inimical to his pretensions, as 
be had been to n^ine. . He bad taught me 
to believe, that fiercenes^^ intolerance^ and 
implacability, werp the unextinguishable 
vices of his nature. Pardon these harsh 
expressions. I now disown them :--r*he has 
nobly redeemed his character with me, and 
given we every reason to hope that my sis* 
ter's happiness is in perfect security." 
Adela looked sensibly gratified by tbe 
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conclusion of this speech, ^and listened 
with encreasing interest to the sequel of 
the tale. 

^* The distrast of my approbation,** re- 
sumed Lord Ennerdale, ** which they both 
entertained, and which rendered them so 
cautions of betraying to me their attach- 
ment, was founded on such just groundsi 
that had Julius stepped visibly forward as 
Eudocia's suitor, I should have exerted 
every possible means to separate them im- 
mediately. True, their marriage might 
have facilitated my own : but could I be 
so selfishly regardless of her fate, as to yield 
her, (solely to promote my 'own advantage) 
to a man of whom I fancied myself justi- 
fied in thinking so ill ? — No, dearest Adela; 
not even to obtain you^ could I thus inhu- 
manly have sacrificed my sister! — And 
happy, Aiost happy, ought I to think my- 
self, that I was spared a conflict which 
could not but have inflicted anguish upon 
me, in whatever way I had decided it. 

"At length, the visit to Mrs. Elmer drew 
towards a period, and Eudocia informed 
your brother, that Mordington Castle was 
decreed to be her next place of residence*. 

l3 
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The iatclUgfncp thrfw hin> ii^o fkffpftir 

Vai^T my rpof, ii«^- my ey?. what I»op0 

could he preserve of ever seeing her ? OC 
^cp (without jpreat ri*H) e?ei» he«rlqg ftom 
her, or heii^ 9!t liberty tp write to h[(r?->* 
lie sued p^rpetuaVy for fre«h iotf rviow^j ta 
convince her of th« qecessily of 9 ckwdies" 
ttae iiDion. He UTg^d the q^tfupty of hif 
f9.ther'a forgivene#s, the prplj^bUity gf my 
concurrence, were the niatch once effected : 
bi)t forcibly represented the tptil hc^eles^ 
9QSS oi^obtaiping oiir previoiif coiiftent* 

'^ Th^ mipd of poor ^udpcii^ W4^ cvue% 
1iori) by contending s^^ntimests. Shi^ loved 
your brothe^ with ^ tenderness of which 
her gay nature seemed scarcely susceptible; 
she also, most affectionately loved me. The 
horrw which she sometimes felt whilst an- 
ticipating the consequences that might 
result from her compliance— ^ the revival of 
all that hostility which had tbriper ly beeii 
so active between Julius and myseli^ ^Xkd 
the sanguinary scenes to which it might 
lead, nearly demolished her ( 

^^ At this important cns^> Talbot Cle* 
veland, like a guardian spirit, stepped fur- 
ward to their relief| and became active ia 
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his exertiMis ta ginde them throvgh their 
difficulties. 

^^ He al^ne, of any of his fnmily^ had 
been admitted into your hrother*8 oan- 
fidence. I$e was now written to at his 
ikther'^ emin^try residence, and utgently 
implored to come up to his friend's asmt>» 
an ce. Half shrinking at the respoostbilsty 
which his compliance wotitd bring upoM 
him^ ht yet generoasly deAed ali hazacdst 
and set forward without dielay. Their en>- 
barrassments were unreservedly entrusted 
to him^ and tiicir plans fearlessly re veated. 
He saw that it was top late- to employ dia* 
Buasire at gunients ; tbeir^ pdi pose was fixed, 
—the bow fms" ben^.-^taaidiits .shaft, ia 
flying with effect^ was all that a friehctcould 
now hope to pet form. j 

^^ Lady Ennerdale had given' riotiite» that 
previous to her departure* foo Notthurabep- 
land, it was her intention to spend some 
days at her house in town* Eudoda was 
to accompany hen; and Talbot strongly' 
recam mended, that the dopem«nt on which 
he now saw her nsolveitto venturei should 
take place from thence^ rather dian fronx 
Richmond. It would excite less attention; : 



SS8 TBAITS OF NATURE* 

and it. would certainly remain longer undis^ 
covered by Mr. Cleveland^ or by any one 
jniirested with authority to pursue and 
bring them back. To this judicious advice, 
he added the offer of being their compa* 
niOQ on their route to Scotland ; not^ in- 
^eed^ the whole way, but as far as it con? 
ducted towards .Mordington*Castle ; within 
« stage or two of which he proposied to quit 
tbeov And be the first to announce to me— 
to palliate and iqaalify the errand on which 
they were proceeding. ) 

** This generous service, my Adela, he 
faithfully, let me say, even eloquently, per- 
formed. From his lips, I learnt the whole 
detail which I have been giving to you . 
and to the energy of his warm friendship, is 
to be attributed the brighter point of view 
in which I now behold your brother's cha- 
racter. But nothing that the zeal of his 
representations dictated^ weighed with me 
so powerfully, as the repeated assurances 
which fell from him, of the unremitting 
kindness you had experienced from Julius 
during the period of your residence with 
him at this place. Talbot dwelt on the 
subject with a complacency and perseve* 
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mnce not less honourable to his judgment 
than to his heart; he saw that he had 
touched the right string;— -he saw how 
gratifying to me^ and how effectual m era* 
dicating ancient prejudices^ were the in^ 
stances of fraternal regard which he re- 
counted: and^ in policy as well as in 
friendship, he very justly concluded, that 
he could scarcely persist too long in multi- 
plying these testimonies of my new bro- 
ther's worthiness.'* 

^^ Kind and amiable Talbot !'* exclaimed 
Adela; '^ How well this office of peace- 
maker suited his benevolent nature ! Did 
his rhetoric speedily as well as fully pre- 
vail?" 

*' I am not, let me flatter myself, syste- 
matically vindictive/' replied the Earl; " be- 
sides, could I be otherwise than supremely 
rejoiced to listen to assertions which^ 
coming from such' authority, I felt myself 
so well justified in crediting ? The marriage 
of Eudocia, it was instantly apparent to me, 
held forth the fairest prospect of accele- 
jating my own happiness : to make it, in all 
respects, a source of congratulation, I re*" 
quired but to hear that it threatened not 
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tlate destiructioA of hers. We are prompt in 
l^eving what we fervent ty wish* Talbot 
found vie so aecesstbie td coirvietion, that 
asisoon as ottjconfeneoce ended, lie set for*- 
^rard again^ inde^tigable in the ciHsse he 
had undertaken^ to appriae the advef)tUrou« 
travellers of the pesult of his missioii^» and 
Ixxbrifig them tmmedJatHy, at my invita* 
tnon, to Moitdiiigto«^CdstIe»" 

The softness of Adela's approTingrsmiJf» 
as she listened to this information, pene* 
trated L^rd Ennerdale with ditlight and 
gratitude. Without allowi ng him^ however^ 
to pau» in his tittle narvative, she pressed 
tt> bear its conclusion^ and he thus went on : 

** After the departure of the friendly 
Quixote, T prepared Annesley and Lady 
Isabelia^ who were still my guests^ for the 
unexpected reinforcement to our party 
which they would soon behold. I then gal** 
h>ped over to Rosedown-Gottrt^ to commu^ 
iiicate all these wonders to Mn and Mm* 
Sonervilie^ and frankly to confide to them, 
n^y ftyitA detecmiuation to await only the 
arrtvaj of Eadocia and her two com^paniotts, 
ere I took post^ and hastened to renew i^ 
proposals which. \ had once hefore (but 






• 

under qIrc!iinMta«ce9 aamuichleas pfopitioua) 
made to Mr. Clevelaad. With theif aceus^ 
iQisfld e€«)ws frifwdUvesfa, they apfdauded^ 
«a4 mofrt co^diaUy wial^ed «iiqcq9» to mjr 
yiAipo^; and I left rbem^ in ordei tp |n9 
HI rf^i4io«$a at tke Cattle to wi^keoiie i^y 

CQmii^g visitors* 

** It waa 90Qn the following day are^ they 
arrived. Of Eudocia'9 embarrassed and 
difikleni count eaaii€9» on first ni^eti«g ^y 
^ye«9 after the claadf stine &tep in which sh9 
had been ei^gedi it is perhaps^ scaicfly 
generous to speak. You may easily imagine 
that the looinent must have heen painfuK 
The frank affection with which I emhraceil 
her, and the heartiness of my felicitations* 
dissipated, in some measure, her coitfusion, 
and recalled h^r banished «iites. But of 
your brother, wy teved Adebi it is ioopoasi^ 
hie to say too much* W\» Qpen^ imuly 
4ep9ri;rnent,^«*the le^ of honest conoiUa*. 
tion with which, he eKt«Q4c!d low^s me 
hjs hand,-^he sun*shtne of joy iU^9vi«ai&]^ 
hjs whole aspect,-^the gratitude which he^ 
expressed towards Talbot, and th^ t^deih 
oess which he manifested for his Ul-a^sui\ed 

bridf>---*th^e alooe wQuld have made ma 
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his friend^ had no disposition to become 
such previously existed. 

** Our interview, I believe, (impatient as 
I was to commence my journey) lasted 
nearly two hours.- I informed him whither 
I was speeding. He gave to my plan the 
most animated encouragement; was san«> 
guine in predicting from it the happiest 
result; and, consenting to remain in his 
present quarters till he heard from me, I 
commended him to Annesley's care, and 
sprung with a bounding heart into tHy 
chaise.*' 

" And was it Talbot's own proposition to 
become the companion of your journey?" 
enquired Adela. 

" He was desirous," answered Lord En-^ 
nerdale, ** to reach home ere any misrepre* 
sentations of the part which he had acted 
could gain access to his fatherVear. His 
object^ he said, in accompanying Julius/ 
being accomplished, he had now no nK)tive 
to defer his return. Hearing him thus ex- 
press himself^ ), of course, offered him a 
seat in my carriage : but it was not till we 
entered London, that the thought occurred 
to me, of soliciting him to proceed hither^ 
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in order to prepare the spirits as well as 
temper of Mr. Cleveland for my reception/' 

Lord Ennerdale then concluded his long 
explanation by stating, that when her 
father (apprized of his arrival) joined him 
in the study,. a glance sufficed to convince 
him, tl^at, at length, he was considered as 
no unwelcome visitor. Talbot was, for 
some time, the chief orator of the little 
party. He detailed the whole history of 
-Julius; and ending by an intimaticm of 
tlie aim. which had now brought Lord En« 
nerd ale, left him and his uncle to its free 
discussion, and took his leave. 

The conference which ensued was most 
amicable and satisfactory on both sides. 
Mr. Cleveland, whose dread haci en so 
intense lest a revival of' hostilities between 
Julius and Lord Ennerdale should have re- 
sulted from the recent elopement, seemed 
now to think that his Lordship's renewed 
proposals could scarcely be accepted with 
expressions of too much gratitude, or that 
their past rejection could be apologized for 
with too much contrition. The encourage- 
ment Jately given to Major Monthermer, 
and the negociations entered into with Lord 
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Rothburj, had not^ he said) proceeiird itp 
such fettgthsy as to reoder tfarar tevoeatioii 
dtsbonoDrahle* He had always annexed to^ 
Ibm consent a saving claiMe-*>an ^^if* of 
*' much virtue J* Ad^la^ at the end of the 
year,, was to diapoae of her hajid oaljr upeo* 
the suppoftttioa of her wiiimgicomphanoe ; 
••-ffsheeimicedreliictiuice, the treaty waa^ 
to be oonsiitorad as nnUaod vokL Thia- 
happy, and nM>st provident if^ Mr. Ciere* 
hnd seemed to hope, would levd all ^flU 
aultse%.aiid disarni all teaencnieiit. 
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Her fathei^^ entrance at* length put an cod' 
to the conifidential dialogue which had so 
deeply interested AdelaV feelings, and so 
exclusively engaged her every thought; 

Whatever. dra\wbacks to esteem,. in the 
opinion of Lord' Ennerdale, vrere the 
worklly-mindedness, the glaring ambition 
^f his ^ des t i ned father-in-law, he. was at this 
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moment loo happy/ too abundantly satUfied 
with the favour that had been «hewn himi 
to examine the motive whence that favour 
sprung with very severe accuracy^ or to he- 
ttitate iu manifesting every symptom of res- 
pect which the new sitiiation he was placed 
iHf seemed indispensably to req<iiiiie» ^ 

But AdeiSi in flying towards Mt. Cleve- 
landi to acknowledge in broken accents the 
foil contentment of her hearty and the at- 
fectionate thankfuU^eiss towards faim wiftb 
nirbich it averflowed.9 acted from no eflToic of 
cold principle, but was solely instigated by 
impulse and gemiine £^luig. Her father ] 
was in many tespects wholly unamiable: 
but, not more wilfiiUy blind was be to his . 
own defects, thsin his daughter had scrur 
pulously chosen to remain. The wish to 
love and revere him had been so persevering^ 
that it had at length effected its own realizar 
tion* And thus the virtuous propriety 
with which she had not only subdued in 
herselfi but discouraged in her brother, all 
propensity to caba), to censorious retro- 
spections^ to irritating murmurs, had ob- 
tained its meedi and tended to confirm those 
sentiments of filial venerstioa without 
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which she could have known no happiness 
under the paternal roof. 

After bestowing upon her, with an em» 
brace that proceeded from real regard, a 
benediction somewhat parading, Mr. Cleve- 
land led her towards Lord Ennerdale, and 
placing her hand within his, solemnly said-^ 

** I give you, my lord, in this truly ex- 
'cellent young creature, a treasure of which 
I have but recently learnt to estimate the 
full value. Make her as happy as she is 
deserving. I feel convinced that she will 
not prove less exemplary as a wife than she 
has been irreproachable as a daughter." . 

Lord Ennerdale not only believed all 
this, but ten thousand times more. Yet, 
there was something ostentatious in the 
manner of saying it, that repressed the over- 
flowings of his heart, and Jie could only 
bow in assenting silence. 

It was now near midnight, and it became 
necessary to settle where the Earl was to 
seek repose. Nothing called him imme- 
diately to London ; every thing detained 
him in the neighbourhood of the villa. Yet 
as Mr. Cleveland (desirous to avoid what- 
ever might give sudden umbrage to Mon- 
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thermer and Lord Rothbury) made him no 
ofFer of an apartment under his roof^ he re- 
quested that a servant might be sent to 
solicit for bim a bed at Mrs. Elmer's. The 
application was successful ; and heat length 
took leave with a heart lightened of every 
care — almost forgetful indeed that care^ 
*' the penalty of Adam/' could ever ap. 
proach him again. 

In the. subsequent conversations which . 
Adela had now daily opportunities of hold- 
ing with him^ she demanded further expla* 
nations of many circumstances that to her 
were still involved in mystery. Respecting 
the letters which he had written to her on 
her first arrival at her father^s, she was. 
anxious to know by ^hom they were direct** 
~ed and forwarded* 

" They were always sent," answered he, 
'' under cover to ray sister^ at Mrs. El- 
mer's, and she employed her maid to for- 
ward them to yours/' 

<^ But after 1 had forbidden Amy to re« 
ceive them^ was it your sister who procured . 
agents to place them upon my dressing- . 
Jable?" 
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^^ Oae of her priottptA ftgcttts,^ said he, 
smiliDg^ ^ was JbHm hiiMelf ! He has ao 
knowfcdgcd to Talbot^ that in^ his anxiety 
to promote my interest, now so deeply in^ 
volved with his own, he undertook to 
deposit saArfy, or cause to be deposited^ 
eveiy letter which I might entrnst to Eu* 
dociaV care.** 

" Then, I presume, that it war likewise* 
JuKtts who prevailed upon the poor girl 
whom my father so precipitately ^smhsed, 
to attempt insinuating one of these letters 
under my door ?** 

^ He confesseff the heinous fact ! Bert the 
trifling peeuniary reparaticm which he pot 
into your hands for her, was not the only 
one to which his sen«e of justice urged 
him. He prevailed upon Eudocia to* inte- 
rest Mrs. Elmer in her hehalf, and that lady 
ha» taken the benished culprit into her own 
^ervicei" 

^^I am glad that Julius* was so consider* 
ate. But there is one thing more, which I 
am much perplexed to understand Can you 
account, LocdEnnerdale, for the singular re^ 
serve of Talbot respecting your sister, even 



l^o^-l^fore J^Uaa li€<^iTie ft^qiDimted with 
hi^ ? The firi^Pdiay L'^ver saw her, h« waa 
<cdQ<luciii^ %^ to her oarttage from a bcoc 
at th» piay ; aod when aadded who she wa% 
he nbwhijtely f efiwed teltiiig her navaty or 
:aiiy {nfcrticuUr jcetoting to her f^inUy.'* 

^* Tttlhet vra», at the time you s^eak of,** 
Tcsutned Lord Ennerdale, ^^ undeiigomg. 
sfune^bg very like pecsecixtioii fram his 
iBotber^ Wt ord^r t^ induce him to fmy to 
i^udo^ia the mf^% aor iqms caurt« He owt:^ 
th^ he gceatly admir^i her/ but witlmd: 
the smallest wish of ingratitttiiig himself 
into ber favour m a lover; and,. I beUere^ 
tha( be was si^eerely asbatoed of thfgpal^ 
pdrUe ^vaAQCQ "which Mra.. Cleveland am- 
descepdcd to. ipalie to h^u EiAdocia's feel* 
iBgls a^Q a Hl|{le undiitcipliii^^; ahe ex.-* 
tremely dJalitkod Mrs, Clev^laad and her 
daughieia, and treated ^em on aU occa^* 
fiiQBs witb provoking and cavalier mperci* 
li<M»^»0»s« Talbot^ modest and undesigo^ 
ing^ the jQstAcmed and distinguished; yet 
so apprehensive was he of furnishing' en* 
c9U^agi9miePt to bit motbeifa unfoonled 
hopes, that he waa aa anxioua to concoal 
mjt »ster*« graoicmi; ai:;Qf|>teMB of bia dts- 
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interested attention^ as a vainer man would 
have been anxious to proclaim it: he there- 
fore never mentioned the accidental inter* 
views which he had with her ; and when 
he met her in the presence of any of his 
family, he always held back, and avoided 
as much as possible either speaking to, or 
looking at her. 

** How did it happexi,*" said Adela, ^' that 
so soon after my arrival in town, your 
sifter should leave it, and that we should 

9 _ 

never meet again till Julius brought us to* 
gether in his boat ?" 

*^ Lady Ennerdale seldom quits the coun- 
try till every neighbouring family has de- 
serted her, and she is drawn from it by the 
dread of complete solitude. Eudoeia, 
therefore, whilst you were at General 
Cleveland's, was in London without her, 
and only for a fortnight or ten days, which 
she passed at Lady Isabella Annesley's. 
The day after you had seen her^ my Adda, 
she returned (however unwilitngly) to my 
aunt's rural mansion/' 

*^ Have you heard from* Lady Ennerdale^ 
since your sister left- her ?*• ^' 

'^ Talbot and I jnet her on the road ia 
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our way up to town. Sk^ ifTas {irdeeediag 
in all haste uf to Mordington Cdstle, ainl 
was^ a9 you will easily beUeVe^, much irri- 
tated^ and in extre^^e pcrplej^ity^ I sttyp 
l^edt and hel4 wit)i her aear^ an h^r's 
conference ; 9t our parting she purs^dd 
her intended rout^ witiai retenti^ thatigbti^ 
and ere this ha6j I doubt najti Ijtou^ff^ 
upon l^er new relation the aiiiotrtot ail4 
mpsp cordial l^asswg.!^ 



„ As Lord £nnerdaie was now almost do^ 
mesticated at Mr. Cleveland's^ and prepa-t 
rations were openly niajdng for his heodm- 
ing a declared member of that gentleaiaa*« 
faaiily^ it was impossible longer to. delay, 
the explanation due to Major MonthCf qier 
and to his noble kinsman. 
• Nothing could be more distresijitg to 
Mr. Cleveland than his naeditations upoi^. 
this subject; since, notwithstanding hia. 
assurances to Lord £nnerdale^ it was but 
too certain that his engagements with those, 
gentlemen wer^ infinitively ixiore binding 

VOL. V. u 
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and positive than he had thought it condu- 
cive to his reputation to avow. 

He decided, at length^ upon making his 
recantation by letter: and accordingly^ 
mrith a prolixity which at least answered 
the purpose of puzzling the cause, he sta- 
ted, that proposals had, during the spring, 
been made to him for his daughter by Lord 
£nnerdale, which family reasons, at that 
time, compelled him to decline. Those 
reasons no longer subsisted ; and the Earl 
having again applied for his concurrence, 
he trusted thsLthord Rothbury and Major 
Monthermer would deem him guilty of no 
dishonorable breach of contract, if he con- 
fessed that he now thought himself obli- 
ged not to withhold it. With innumerable 
specious professions of inviolable respect, 
deep regret, and boundless gratitude, he 
had the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

This flimsy attempt at justification was 
read by thpse to whom it was addressed 
with mingled sentiments of indignation and 
contempt The Viscount especially, resent- 
ed it as a proceeding the most treacherous 
and unworthy. The Major was armed to 
endure it more patiently by the candid warn- 
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Jng which he had received ftom Adda ;. 
and whatever might be his opinioa : of. the 
father, he, at least vindicated the daughter 
to Lord Rothbury with the warmest zeal. 

No answer was returned to the plausible 
scroll : — and three days after its delivery, 
Major Monthermer, still retaining his ** un- 
)K)usedfree condition^^' was on his road to 
Ireland. 

< Mr. Annesley and Lady Isabella, who 
came up to be present at the celebration 
of a marriage, which the former, in parti- 
cular, had so long earnestly desired, brought 
intelligence that Julius and his fair partner 
had quitted Mordington-Castle, and were 
gone on a tour to the Lakes. Lady En* 
nerdale had likewise withdrawn herself^ 
and retired to 'her accustomed habita- 
tion in Lincolnshire. These departures 
induced the Earl, immediately after pledg- 
ing^ his vows to the loved being whose hand 
Mr. Cleveland proudly bestowed upon him, 
to carry her down to that favorite abode of 
his youth. And Adela, anticipating with 
jdy a meeting with her sister and Mr. So- 
merville, and- impatient to embrace the 
engaging twins whom she had ever so af^ 

N 2 
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^tioaatcfyioved, set forward on thisjoirr^ 
ney with.' eveiy ea? thtf blessing in prospect, 
9a4 Qireiy gvatefui Ibeling in possession. 
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projects, was united to her wealthy aiUni* 
tpjf jje^jp f^t jh» fjiBie, lii^e tli»t Arfehi on 
H«|i|iy^ &o Vi4fi\y ?pnw>te fir^ni All tnaWtiaii, 
capt.r^c^ U(?r pur? fi)^ unbofiglit fi»th tft 
t^ tti^ |Ti^d Qf htr ««iFlie4l 3fea)f«.-i-T)w. 

tbe f flliii^nt ;<ady Ifej4«iy at *Q Hwgbt <rf 

(rfM>el|a4p94Mi»pdaWft> afi f|bj«^| ef 
tb^ trtt<|st ^ty t M»rfifd ill th« blocim of 
ypvMih t^ » ^i^JW twic^ tii^r pwii age-mdiril, 
uni^U|i|^, $iglfi;idl|Tr<}he fovnd him poaseaaftd 
nml^r of q9«iitM rrtouref 9, giiiety of Hn^^ 
pef, n«f ^ib?F^^^t]f of B^it'\t t^ brigM^n ac 
siog^^ bi9turof hiV 49ai@|tic. Uf«<. S^e ian 
vifb^d hU mottfy wiite si li|t)e vci«Qr»^Qa 

for tho d^nor, af ^€ b^i^lf f!¥Qit?4 ta 

tluT^ Vffe? »v the hftwhkf; ^n Mphich it wwi 
sqttra4eff«U SbeifiUe^ her hpmt with erou^* 
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of the idle and the dissipated, amongs(f 
whom it was not even her aim to procure a 
friend : — and when they left her, affecting 
fatigue and indisposition, to emancipate 
herself from the presence of her husband, 
she hastened from the room that held him^ 
and thought, (in comparison to his) the 
society of her waiting-woman a happy ex- 
change. — Often exposing herself to censure, 
to misrepresentation, to the danger of ruin- 
ing her fame, she yet had the prudence tb 
remember the fate of Lady Rosalvan, and 
to check her mad career in time. She had 
paid too high a price for the wealth and 
consequence attached to her situation, rash- 
ly to forfeit them for the transient ^clat of 
an adventure of gallantry ; and she knew 
enough of her own disposition to he aware, 
that obscurity and disgrace would, to her, 
be the infallible guides to an ea,rly grave* 
With Sir Patrick, therefore, unloving and 
unloved, she plodded on through a life of 
alternate apathy and dissipation — * Was 
just not* vicious, ^ and was just not mad.* 
Of the wretched lady Rosalvan, it was, 
indeed, justly to be expected that the exam* 
pie should prove, eveu to a l^ein^ thought* 
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less as Alicia, a most awful warfiing*— *Tb# 
dupe through life of her own unsettled 
principles, her own restless craving for ideal 
happiness, Bhe, at- length, became their nn- 
pitied victim. Her third, marriage, consi- 
dered in every point of view, wasdebash)^ 
and inexcusable. She had no longer the 
plea of • youth to urge in its defence— she 
kad no longer the merit of him whooi she 
chose to assign in its vindication. Norris 
was of profligate habits, and vulgar, yet 
not unpretending, manners; his connec- 
tions,soTdid and grasping, were thescourges 
6f Lady Rosal van's existence. They preyed 
upon her with the voracity of harpies, and 
gradually bereaving her of every remaining 
comfort, sunkher so low, th'at,j in the end> 
she sought refuge from her own misery in 
the dreadful resource of inebriation ! — 'Thisr 
destructive passion, aided by the domestic 
wretchedness that had given it birth, shor- 
teiied het erring life, and conducted her to 
an unhonoured grave before she had at- 
tained het forty-second year. 

Adela alone, of all who had ever known 
li^r, shed a tear to her memory, and la- 
mented lief premature fate. She sent for 
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the Wi^thy Mrs. Temple (that faltl^ful 49^ 
mestfCy whose unfeeling dismiii^iQii }\9^ pein 
haps been eiae af theseveres^t mort^eatiQQft 
to which Lady Rqsalvan had be^a ofm-t 
deinBed)^ and appointing her to. ftn easy 
post in her establislvnent^ befriended au4 
sustained her through life. 

Talbot CleirelaBd, though so genef^us ^ 
contributor to Lord Ennerdale's |i^ppJQe9it« 
was himself cheerless^ dispirited^ wd ^h 
most repining for more than a yeaj after 
Adela's marriage. His hopes had ^caroe)^ 
ever been sanguine — to their object they 
had never even been revealed; yet theiv 
utter annihilation struck a c^ill to hie 
hearty threw a joyless ebscunty over his 
prospects^ which it seemed to him almoet 
impossible that any ray of brightBess could 
penetrate. 

The merit and sweetness of Miss Rivers, 
whom accident first, and By degrees design; 
brought him frequently into comptoy with, 
awakened him at length to more atiimatedi 
feelings. The death of the unmarried uncld 
whom she had accompanied her mother to 
visit near Mr. Cleveland^ yilW^ produced 
io adrantdgeous a change ia' her oirc^im'" 
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Stances, that she became a match forTal- 
bot^ equal even to General Cleveland's 
highest wishes; and on Adela*s arrival in 
London, the second spring of her mar* 
riage^ she and Ijord Ennerdale had the sa- 
tisfaction ^of greeting him as va chearful 
bridegroom, and of seeing him in grateful 
possession of all those means of domestic 
happiness, which he was so well fitted to 

value and enjoy. 

His pitiable sister^ the severely-smitten 

Jemima, doomed to waste her youth^ and 
pipe over the decay of her beauty in a 
chamber of alternate languor and pain, 
owed every sokce of her melancholy fate 
to the unwearied compassion of the gene- 
rous Christina. A warm as well as mutual 
affection in time established itself between 
them. The better qualities of Jemima's 
heart, after the first bitterness of her re- 
pinings had abated^ in this enforced retire- 
ment had leisure to expand. She became 
patient; mournfully, but unaffectedly pla- 
cid— and for every hour of ease, every tes- 
timony of kindness, religiously thankful. 
. Barbara,^ Vfrapped up in s^lfrconsequence, 
calloos, ^ottgh iiot iU-meafiipgi . useless to 



o^\k^% but exiting w 9wdm'ty for Iwr- 
5rif, pflss€4 through i^ Ufa of m%g\i^my 

ioiportAll«e^ with ftt little joy 49:fiotrowv m 
f^^^xpQf;tat)onft or dbappoiii^qpifiBts as ever 
feU to Ih^ lot pf human being. 

It hid been Aclela*d immediate eare^ oa 
the return of her father from Sir Thomaa 
l^arepter'B (notwithstanding the painful in- 
qw?tude of that period), to eommunicate 
ta William Hampden and hi« nejoicing fa^ 
29ily» the nevr« df the aid Baronets releiit 
i^g dispofition, and to oongtatulate the 
3^iilig soldier on the prospects of worldly 
proaperity thai seemed opening befbre hinu. 
Qw letter conveyed as much hairiness ta 
Df, and Af rs« Hampden as ta their son» 
lift exhortation to he expeditioua m 
paying the permitted visits was with ala*^ 
cjpity obeyed* Annabel, weeping herself, 
wfii9 p(irdoned and embraced with tears of 
paternal affection. WiUiain was enchanted 
hy the reeeption that was likewise granted 
tp him; and Mrs. Forester, sufficiently 
punished by the ahoitive result of her inr 
ttr§sted Ach^m^i was restored, at the inters 
cession of the generous young couple^ ta 

MQte d9gr9¥ of fftvouiv 
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William^ raised to affluence, forsook notj 
however, his darling-- profession ; he ao 
quired rank^ obtained applause and well- 
earned fame, and throughout his military, 
as well as his domesfie career, proved him* 
self amply entitled to every honour with 
which he was distingubhed. 
. Julius Cleveland, united to the being in 
the world most formed to win and fix him, 
scarcely retained in his maturity any ves- 
tige of the failings that had shaded his 
earlier years. The impetuosity of his cha- 
racter subsided, yet its spirit and frankness 
remained. The almost causeless enmity 
which he had so long inveterately che«. 
rished against Lord Ennerdale, was suc- 
ceeded by a [friendship nearly enthusiastic. 
He grew fond of literature; his taste for 
domestic society (possessing in his own £i- 
mily so many objects to call it forth) aug- 
mented daily. Proud of his charming 
wife— ^liberal, animated, and exulting in 
his own felicity, he was justly regarded by 
the large circle of connections to which he 
was allied, as their greatest boast, and most 
valuable addition. 

Adela, good, disinterested, guileless— 
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with affections t|ie most social— a temper, 
whose " unclouded ' ray" shed heart-felt 
peace on all withiij its influence — ^an ala- 
crity in dispensing happiness as lively as 
the gratitude MMth which she enjoyed it, 
found in Lord Ennerdale a companioa 
whose [sweetness of disposition^ whose ge- 
nuine warmth of heart, and high cultiva- 
tion of understanding, gave interest and 
animation to every hour of her existence. 
His children's he cherished with an unpa- 
rading affection, that perpetually height-^ 
ened their father's grateful tenderness for 
herself; and whatever claims, yet dearer, 
were subsequently made upon her maternal 
tenderness, she was too generous to suffef 
them to interfere with, or to contract the 
love she had professed for these children of 
her adoption. Her dependants, and none 
more than the devoted (and still insepara^ 
Ue) Amy, adored her. She was the bond 
of union between her father and her lord-^ 
the gayest, the most benevolent, and ever 
the most unpresuming of human beings. 

FJNJS. 
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